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A Brief History of Nature London 
 
The origins of Nature London go back to 1864.  In that year, William Saunders, a local druggist, and a number 
of his contemporaries organized the London Branch of the Entomological Society of Canada.  The study and 
collection of insects was a popular hobby during Victorian times and the society flourished.  In fact, local 
interest was so strong that, by the early 1870s, the parent society had moved its headquarters, insect collections, 
and the publication of it monthly scientific journal to London which, for several decades, functioned as the 
entomological capital of Canada. 
 
In 1890, the Entomological Society broadened its interests to include other branches of natural history.  
Accordingly, sections devoted to botany, ornithology, geology, and microscopy were organized.  These 
prospered for a time, and meetings, field trips, and collecting expeditions were held to study insects, plants, 
birds, fossils and rocks. 
   
William E. Saunders, son of William Saunders, was the founding president of the ornithological section and 
was to remain its driving force and most prominent member until his death in 1943.  In 1902, the ornithological 
section changed its name to the McIlwraith Ornithological Club to honour Thomas McIlwraith of Hamilton, the 
foremost ornithologist in Ontario at the time.  The new name was first used by the club in 1903. 
 
By 1904 interest had waned, and all four sections – botany, ornithology, geology, and microscopy – had ceased 
active operation.  Two years later, the parent Entomological Society moved its headquarters to Guelph.  For a 
number of years London had no organization that met formally in the cause of natural history, though members 
of the ornithological section continued to associate, go on field trips, and maintain bird records. 
  
London’s annual Christmas Bird Count – first organized in 1909 by two local school boys – soon came under 
the auspices of the McIlwraith group.  Today it stands as the longest continuously running count in Canada.   
 
The only branch of the Entomological Society to survive the decade-long hiatus of meetings was the McIlwraith 
Ornithological Club.  Reorganized in 1915, though no longer with ties to the Entomological Society, it has met 
continuously ever since.  In 1965 its name was changed to the McIlwraith Field Naturalists to reflect an 
expanded interest in all aspects of natural history.  A constitution was adopted in 1970, and the society was 
incorporated in 1972.  In 2009, in order to update its public image, MFN changed its common name to Nature 
London while retaining as its business name The McIlwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Incorporated. 
 
In its early years the revived club met in a variety of locations including members’ homes, the Collegiate 
Institute, Normal School, YMCA, and London Life.  In 1940 it began meeting in the “new” library at 305 
Queens Avenue, where it remained for 56 years.  In 1996 the meeting place moved east on Queens to First-St. 
Andrews Church, and in 1998 to the Civic Garden Complex on Springbank Drive, which is the current venue. 
 
For many years meetings focussed around study skins, films, slides and discussions of birds, with a gradually 
increasing interest in other species and also in conservation issues.  Field trips were, and continue to be, held on 
a regular basis.  A quarterly publication, The Cardinal, first appeared in 1951. 
   
At various times over the years, the club sponsored public lectures, Audubon film nights, a non-credit course in 
natural history at Fanshawe College, a junior naturalists’ group, Trees for London (which promoted the planting 
of native trees and shrubs), and local and regional reptile and bird research and protection initiatives.  Several 
times the club has hosted conferences of its national and provincial affiliates – the Canadian Nature Federation 
in 1974 and 1990, and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1949, 1962 and 1981.  
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A conservation committee was established in 1966 and an archives in 1967.  Nature London’s nature reserve, 
Cedarcroft, located near Delaware, was officially opened in 1983.  A Birding Wing, for those particularly 
interested in birds, began meeting in 1988.  In 2000, a group of MFN members was instrumental in setting up 
the Thames Talbot Land Trust, which maintains close links with Nature London. 
 
A highlight of Nature London’s year is the annual Conservation Awards banquet.  The club conducts the 
London Christmas Bird Count each December.  The popular Guide to the Natural Areas of London and 
Vicinity, edited by Shirley Lorimer, was first published in 1995 and went through four editions.  A fifth edition 
is currently being prepared under the editorship of Ros and Jim Moorhead.  Nature London’s Information Line 
(519-457-4593) and website (www.naturelondon.ca) keep members and others informed of nature sightings and 
club activities.  Nature London representatives sit on several advisory committees that work to protect various 
natural areas and parks. 
 
Initiatives spearheaded by individual Nature London members include Project Peregrine (which monitored 
London’s downtown falcon family), the Skunk’s Misery Butterfly Count (held annually in July), London 
SwiftWatch (which promoted Chimney Swift conservation and monitoring) and Nature in the City (an annual 
six-lecture series presented with the co-operation of the London Public Library).   
 
During 2014, many special events were held to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the founding of the 
London Branch of the Entomological Society of Canada, the group to which Nature London traces its roots. 
 
For more detailed information about Nature London’s early history, please see articles in the February, April, 
and August, 2014 issues of The Cardinal (Nos. 234, 235, and 236). 
 

Winifred Wake 
                                     
**************************************************************************** 
 

150th Anniversary Report 
 

Nature London reached an amazing milestone in 2014, its 150th anniversary.  The club took root in 1864 as the 
London branch of the Entomological Society and has grown into an active club that is involved in all fields of 
natural science.  A committee was formed in July 2013 to come up with ideas to commemorate this auspicious 
occasion.  Its members included Sue Read (Chair), Bill Maddeford, Ros Moorhead, Pete Read, Susanne 
Sutherland, Pat Tripp, and Dave and Winnie Wake. The committee kept members informed of anniversary 
celebrations through a special section of the Nature London website. 
 
Anniversary events were set in motion at the January general meeting with a kick-off celebration where many 
members came dressed in period costumes.  After presentations where Dave Wake took a look at the Club’s 
past and Ros Moorhead gave us a peek into the Club’s future, we enjoyed anniversary cake and a social time 
with old and new friends.  Specially designed totes featuring the Nature London logo were available for 
purchase.  Celebrations continued with several outdoor field trips to various locations of historical interest: a 
New Year’s Day Bird Walk at Springbank Park in January, a Winnett’s Swamp Walk in February, Spring 
Birding at Westminster Ponds in April and May, a Higgins Farm Walk and a visit to Warbler Woods in May, 
and Trees of Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Birding Along the Thames at the historic Dougald Murray farm, and a 
Hike at Wonnacott Farm in June.  Other special events included a 150th anniversary lecture by John Riley co-
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sponsored by the London Public Library as well as the opportunity to shop at Columbia Sportswear Employees 
store in March.  A ceremony in April honoured William Saunders’ contributions to the original planting of 
many stately trees in Mt Pleasant Cemetery.  The event featured the unveiling of a plaque donated by the 
cemetery as well as the planting of a Cucumber Magnolia tree.  Dave and Winifred Wake produced a 
commemorative pamphlet for the event and after the ceremony gave a tour of the tombstones of many 
prominent club members.  The Club received a TD Friends of the Environment grant to purchase a number of 
native trees at our Club property, Cedarcroft, to rejuvenate the woodlot.  A selection of items and artefacts from 
the Nature London archives was on display at the London Room of the Central Library from June 1 to July 18. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                
Our esteemed journal, The Cardinal, was a treasure trove of information during our celebrations.  Hugh 
Casbourn produced a beautiful full colour cover for the February issue depicting flora and fauna, club history, 
and the January kickoff party. The April cover featured historical photos of early club members, and the green 
darner on the August cover honoured the club’s origins as the London Branch of the Entomological Society.  
Hugh also developed a special anniversary logo to denote heritage field trips in The Cardinal.  Many articles 
detailing the club’s history have been Cardinal highlights.  Ros Moorhead and Winnie and Dave Wake 
delighted us with A History of the Well-Dressed London Naturalist in November.  Ros then introduced us to 
William Saunders, founding father of Nature London, in the February issue.  This issue also featured the first of 
a series of articles by Dave and Winnie Wake about the history of the club from its inception.  The Wakes 
continued to put exhaustive research into our history with part two of their series in the April Cardinal and part 
three in the August issue.  In the April edition, Ros gave us some background about William Saunders’ 
connection with Mount Pleasant Cemetery and Bill Maddeford shared his memories of Dougald Murray and 
birding at Wonnacott farm.  The August Cardinal featured Bill Maddeford’s reminiscences about Charlie 
Watson and Traction Creek, and Herb Bax’ article about the anniversary planting of native trees at Cedarcroft.            
Nature London’s anniversary was further celebrated in print.  The Spring 2014 issue of Ontario Nature’s 
publication, ON Nature, featured an article by Lisa Richardson highlighting Nature London’s history.  A more 
detailed article by Anita Caveney was posted on their website in April.  In February The Londoner carried an 
article about Nature London’s anniversary as well as a second article by Winifred Wake giving an overview of 
our region’s ecological history.  In March The World Outdoors in The London Free Press featured an 
anniversary article about Nature London by Paul Nicholson.    Pete Read updated the checklist for the birds of 
Middlesex County and it is now available to download from Nature London’s website. 
                                                                                                                                              
Thanks to the many people who have contributed their time and energy, the first months of our 150th 
anniversary have been an overwhelming success! 
 

Sue Read 
******************************************************************************************    
                              

REPORTS from THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT & PAST PRESIDENT                   

President’s Annual Report for 2013-2014 
 
This past year has been a stellar year for Nature London.  In this report I would like to highlight two events that 
have helped make it so – the 150th Anniversary celebrations and the outcome of the Strategic Planning 
workshop. 
 
Members had the opportunity to celebrate the club’s 150th anniversary in so many ways.  Some of the highlights 
were: the January meeting where members dressed in period costumes; the John Riley lecture in March; the 
numerous field trips many with 150th anniversary significance; the special editions of The Cardinal showcasing 
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150th events both current and in days gone by and the special recognition of this 150th milestone shown by the 
Lawson Foundation in their donation of $5000. There were many, many more events which have been 
documented in The Cardinal, on our club’s WEB site, in our club’s brochure and some will be mentioned in the 
reports that follow.  I wish to thank all who put so much effort into making this 150th Anniversary celebration 
such a special one. 
 
This year also saw members actively participate in the Strategic Planning work shop held in October and that 
committee sorted through all the ideas put forth and gave the club its focus for the next 5 to 10 years as follows: 

• rejuvenating the membership 
• enhancing the internet and electronic presence of Nature London 
• developing a plan for finding volunteers 
• promoting the use of Cedarcroft 
• offering education on effective advocacy for the environment 
• coordinating a field trip with an indoor meeting topic 

Already progress has been made in many of these areas, committees have been struck and work is ongoing.   
 
To have had the opportunity to serve as Nature London’s president in such a year has been a great privilege 
indeed.  It has been a pleasure to work with such capable members serving on the board of directors and in the 
various appointed positions. 
 
Muriel Andreae will be taking the role of President this coming year and I am very pleased to be able to pass the 
reins to such a capable individual.   

Karen Auzins 
 
Vice-president’s Annual Report for 2013 - 2014 
 
After many years as a member, I gained greater appreciation of the club’s many active volunteers during my 
year as Vice-president.  I chaired the Finance Committee whose members included Eric Auzins and Henry 
Przysiezny.  We discussed investment options for the club, agreed to remain with conservative GICs laddered 
by maturity date, and drafted the annual budget.  I worked with Carol Agocs, Jenna Allain and Ros Moorhead 
on the Strategic Planning Committee as we planned for the workshop, and attended the workshop itself in 
October 2013.  I was impressed by the array of ideas that were proposed and discussed, and feel the club is 
already benefitting from implementation of these ideas by Mady on our website, by the Cedarcroft, 
Conservation and Nominating committees, two new working groups specific to strategic priorities, and by the 
Indoor and Outdoor event planners .  Our committee continued to meet after the workshop, ensuring the plan 
implementation will continue. 
 
In March 2014 Karen and Eric were stricken by a flu virus and I chaired my first Regular indoor meeting of the 
club on short notice.  Karen had prepared everything she could in advance, and I’m grateful that Stan and Anita 
Caveney stepped in to cover Eric’s AV role.  Unfortunately the civic employee did not arrive to open the 
building until almost 7:30, further challenging set up for the meeting, so there was insufficient time to display 
Karen’s carefully-prepared scrolling announcements (familiarly known as “the scrollies”).  Then Will Lyons 
spoke for the Conservation Committee and was to demonstrate web access to the provincial EBR, which is a 
critical technique to provide comments to the provincial government, but the display screen was not available.  
Fortunately our speaker, Steve Marshall, was very enthusiastic and animated and had amazing insect pictures. 
The evening went well. 
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Throughout the year I was very impressed by Karen’s degree of organization and the thoroughness with which 
she prepared for each meeting of the Board, and of the club, and for the annual banquet.   She demonstrated 
great political skills in managing twelve Directors and 26 Appointees, four large committees and several 
working groups, and the diverse expectations of a club with over 350 memberships. The club is very fortunate 
to have stellar volunteers such as Karen. 

Muriel Andreae  
 
Past-President’s Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Due to work commitments I was not able to attend all Board Meetings and had to tone down some of the Past-
President duties.  In the case of the nomination and selection of directors and appointees for the next fiscal year, 
other members stepped up and helped out.  Thank you so much to the nominating committee and succession 
planning committee for taking on the work in planning for the next few years, including the election of officers 
for 2014-2015.  Especially active in this regards was Karen Auzins and many thanks go to her for that. 
 
I attended most of the Nature London regular meetings and Birding Wing meetings and stood in for the 
President on one occasion. 
 
Thank you awards in the form of the Cardinal Suncatcher were decided upon by the Board and given to Blaine 
Prentice, Will Lyons, Sue Read, Jim Cushing, Chuck Sperlich, and Susan Legeza for their service to Nature 
London. 
 
Other awards were determined by the Nature London Board from suggestions given by the Conservation 
Committee and Board members. 
 
I compiled the Nature London Annual reports for 2012-2013. This job involved gathering all Board and 
Appointment reports, the Treasurer’s Audited Report and formatting and assembling them for a completed 
report. I provided a single printed copy to the Club Archivists and made available the electronic version both to 
members individually and online on our Club Website. 
 
Besides these jobs as Past-President, I was able to serve as the Nature London representative on the Middlesex 
County Woodlands Advisory Committee (report in this annual report), Compiler for Nature London’s 
Christmas Bird Count, member of the 150th Anniversary Committee, and as the Middlesex Birds Records Chair, 
keeping bird records and publishing reports in the Cardinal. 
 
I am leaving the Board this year after serving from 1983 to present in various capacities, with just one year off.  
I will continue to serve in various appointed positions and take part in Nature London activities as I am able. 
 

Pete Read 
 
 

REPORTS from the DIRECTORS, APPOINTEES & COMMITTEES 
 
Archivists’ Annual Report for 2013/14  
 
As the summary below demonstrates, the past year has been a very busy one for Nature London’s 
archivists. 
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Acquisitions: Dozens of items, catalogued under 18 accession numbers, were added to the fonds. 

Storage and organization of Nature London fonds: Efforts to bring the NL archives into compliance with 
current accepted archival standards are ongoing: 1) As time and budget permit, the thousands of items in 
the NL fonds are gradually being transferred to acid-free storage containers. 2) At the same time, 
materials are being grouped into series of related items, rather than according to chronological order of 
accession, as has previously been the case.  During the year, a number of acid-free storage containers 
were purchased (225 envelopes, 14 file folders and 4 document boxes).  The NL fonds is housed in the 
London Room of the Central Public Library. 

UWO student project: During March and April of 2014, three students in archival studies carried out a 
course project under the supervision of Lutzen Riedstra of UWO.  Prior to the students’ arrival, the 
archivists prepared a detailed summary of work done by students during the previous four years, and 
built upon this to establish priorities and directions for the current year.  The 2014 students continued to 
systematically assess the contents of the NL fonds, prepare standardized descriptions, and make 
recommendations for organizing materials into series.  They also commenced the digitizing of all 
accessions and descriptions in a single master file. 

Requests for information: A request from a University of Alberta researcher seeking information on 
Frank Farley (an Alberta naturalist born in Elgin County) was addressed.  Other requests were largely 
related to the club’150th anniversary celebrations. 

Nature London’s 150th anniversary: The archivists are serving on NL’s 150th anniversary committee, 
chaired by Sue Read.  Some of their undertakings up to August 31, 2014 are 

• Searched the fonds of the Entomological Society housed in the archives of the library of the 
University of Guelph and photographed numerous items. 

• Provided photos and other materials to the editorial committee of The Cardinal in support of 
anniversary-related features.  

• Prepared three articles covering the first 75 years of Nature London’s history, which appeared in 
the February, April and August issues of The Cardinal (series is ongoing). 

• Presented a PowerPoint on Nature London’s history at the January club meeting and anniversary 
kick-off event. 

• Prepared field trip history summaries for leaders of heritage field trips. 
• Provided support to Carol Agocs for the anniversary lecture by John Riley on March 4, including 

organizing promotional efforts.   
• Worked with Mt Pleasant Cemetery to obtain a plaque; also obtained a Cucumber Magnolia and 

organized a tree-planting event on April 29. 
• Researched and prepared a pamphlet on early naturalists buried at Mt Pleasant Cemetery. 
• Conducted a tour of Mt Pleasant’s heritage trees and graves of early naturalists on June 4. 
• Provided artifacts, documents and text for a display highlighting Nature London history at the 

London Room of the Central Library (June 1 to mid-July). 
• Provided background information and worked with Museum London to develop an exhibit on 

Nature London’s history, slated to open in December 2014 (ongoing). 
 

Winifred and David Wake 

Birding Wing Annual Report 2013-2014  
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Birding Wing meets on the 4th Friday evening of October, November, January, February and March.  
We, traditionally, share the September meeting with the regular Club meeting.  Scott MacDougall-
Shackleton, Professor and Acting Director of the Advanced Facility for Avian Research (AFAR) at 
Western University talked about bird song.  He has studied how birds’ songs are influenced by stress, 
seasonality, geography, sex, age, learning and other factors. 
 
In October Barry and Joan Attridge shared three of their favourite birding locations in the world.  
November, Cindy Cartwright, Project Coordinator for Ontario Hummingbird Project, outlined the goals 
of this interactive project and how we could participate.  January brought Pete and Sue Read as they 
recalled their two visits to India and chasing the Bengal Tiger.  Bob and Dorothy McGee did some 
birding in Estonia, Finland and northern Norway.  They showed what they discovered lies in the land of 
the midnight sun in February.  Paul Prevett spoke to us about Brazil’s Cerrado, Pantanal and Amazon 
Rain Forest showing Candy McManiman’s amazing pictures in March. 
 
Many outdoor events were planned and well attended through the year.  There were hikes covering 
Cedarcroft, our Environmentally Sensitive Areas here in London, the Carolinian Food Forest, Reservoir 
Park, Highland Woods, Sifton Bog and many walks along the Thames River.  Trips further afield were 
taken to Kettle Point, Aylmer Wildlife Management Area, Hullet Provincial Wildlife Area, Sarnia 
waterfront and a birding weekend on the Bruce Peninsula.  We also had many hikes tracing the footsteps 
of our ancestors in honour of our 150th Anniversary.   Reports of these outings can be found in The 
Cardinal.  Thank you, Rick Martin for all your work planning these outdoor events. 
 
Several of our members are involved in various birding activities in Middlesex County throughout 
spring, summer and fall.  Marsh Monitoring, Breeding Bird Surveys and Chimney Swift monitoring are 
being carried out.  In May, the Grippers, our official Nature London representatives, participated in the 
Ballie Birdathon bringing in donations for Bird Studies Canada and our own Club, Nature London.  
Many thanks goes to Ian and Gavin Platt, Pete and Rob Read, The Grippers, and to those who did their 
own birdathons to support our Club. 
 
December 14th, 2013 was Nature London’s 105th Christmas Bird Count.  We had 37 teams involving 
more than 85 field workers and 50 watchers at 43 feeders counting on that day.  There were 84 species 
found.  At 5 p.m. the greatest “Potluck Supper” ever was held.  Thank you goes to Joan Taylor for 
organizing the meal and to Mary Dalgleish, Ted Henderson, Ann Day, Carolyn Beacroft, the Wakes and 
Caveneys for their part is getting the food out to us all.  
 
The Yahoo Listserv for Middlesex, Elgin and Oxford counties continues to grow.  Individuals post 
interesting sightings of birds, butterflies, dragonflies, etc.  Members are kept up-to-date through the 
listserv as well as Nature London’s Information Line, which is being monitored by Bob McGee, Rick 
Martin and Gail McNeil. 
 
Pete Read continues to keep track of the Middlesex bird records.  Many thousands of sightings were 
posted and reports made to The Cardinal and The American Birding Association.  Thanks Pete for all it 
takes to do this job. 
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My thanks to Dave Martin and Pete Read who have kept  our meetings interesting and informative.  A 
big job and much appreciated.  Also, thank you goes to Eric Auzins for his help setting up the 
equipment. 

Director Gail McNeil, Birding Wing Chair 
 
The Cardinal Annual Report 2013/2014 
 
Nature London published four issues of The Cardinal, in November 2013, and February, April, and 
August 2014.  The M & T Printing Group printed between 450 and 480 copies of each issue, similar 
numbers per issue as were printed in the last few years.  The November 2013 Cardinal was 40 pages 
long.  The February, April, and August 2014 issues were 52 pages long.  Reminders to those who had 
not renewed their membership were mailed with the November issue.  An invitation to a Columbia 
Sportswear Employee Store sale was included with the February issue.  Renewal and volunteer forms, a 
second Columbia invitation, and a survey about The Cardinal from the Cardinal editorial committee 
were mailed with the August issue. 
 
Most Cardinals go to club members, but there are also complimentary copies sent to organizations 
(mainly other naturalists’ groups) and London Public Library branches, and a few copies given to 
individuals and organizations on a promotional basis. 
 
The 2014 Cardinals recognized Nature London’s 150th anniversary year.  The February cover (front and 
back, inside and outside) was in colour, and all three front covers were related to the club’s history.  
There were many articles and reminiscences about the club’s history, most provided by the 150th 
Anniversary Committee, accompanied where possible by old photos.  Club anniversary events were 
covered. 
 
Thanks go to Nature London members, as well as some non-members, who submitted articles, reports, 
artwork, photos, or ideas to The Cardinal during the year.  Many people were very generous in making 
their work available to us.  The Cardinal is completely dependent on these contributions, for which we 
are very grateful.  Not all contributions can be used immediately; many, especially photos, are saved for 
future use. 
 
There were changes to the Cardinal editorial committee this year.  New members Leslie Kostal, Ron 
Martin, Leslie Rockwell, and Susan Thauer joined Barbara Bain, Jack Lorimer, Roslyn Moorhead 
(Cardinal representative on the Nature London Board), and us on the committee.  All four new members 
have taken on roles as “Section Editors”, taking on much of the work that we have done in the past.  
Leslie Rockwell is handling club information, including News and Notes, banquet, etc.; Susan does 
conservation and, as of August, reports on birds, butterflies, etc., and shares special features with Leslie 
Kostal and Ron.  Jack Lorimer continued editing Ask the Cardinal.  All committee members write, 
research, proofread, provide illustrations, and/or discuss and offer advice on all aspects of The Cardinal.  
Our normal four committee meetings per year were supplemented by several planning meetings. 
 
Ann Day, club Membership Secretary, provided the membership list for Cardinal mailings, and Shirley 
and Denzil D’Mello “stuffed” the envelopes.  Don Perrie retired from doing the final sorting and mailing 
of The Cardinal at the end of the 2012/2013 year; we did it for the November 2013 issue, and Mike 
Channon took over the job in February 2014. 
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At the beginning of the 2012/2013 year, we said that we would like to retire as editors at the end of that 
year.  As of the end of the 2013/2014 year, we continue to be Acting Editors, looking after overall 
coordination, layout, and managing the image database, but relieved of much of our work by the new 
Section Editors.  The search for more new people is continuing. 
 

Betsy Baldwin and Hugh Casbourn, Acting Editors 
 
Cardinal Representative Annual Report – 2013-2014 
 
The Cardinal Representative is a member of the Editorial Committee and the NL Board, and acts as a 
liaison between the Board and the Cardinal Editors.  Summaries of Nature London Board minutes were 
written for every meeting and published in the Cardinal under "From the Nature London Board".   I also 
helped develop and plan the Cardinal coverage of the 150th anniversary, wrote four feature articles, and 
helped with proofreading for several issues.  
 

Director Roslyn Moorhead 
 
Cedarcroft Committee Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
The Cedarcroft Committee had a very busy year.  We met three times Jan. 23, Mar.24 and May12 in 
2014.  A lot has been accomplished.  
 
A small but very learned group held the potluck on September 7 2013 reviewing the variety of flora and 
fauna at Cedarcroft and ended with a gourmet meal. 
 
A teak bench was placed on the Beech Point Trail at Cedarcroft with a plaque reading “A place of quiet 
enjoyment in nature” in memory of Tom Hayman. 
 
It was forgotten to mention in last year’s report, that approximately 20 members of the Thames Valley 
Trail Association utilized Cedarcroft for a hike on June 4, 2013.  Good to see.  
 
The new culvert and standpipe that was installed in 2013 at the dam turned out to have several problems 
and needed to be replaced.  In addition an “Application for Development, Interference with Wetlands 
and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses” had to be filed with the Lower Thames Valley 
Conservation Authority before any additional work could be done on the dam.  This caused a delay of 
three months and the work had to be delayed to 2014.  A replacement culvert was installed in September 
2014.  
 
We are grateful to TD Friends of the Environment that funded part of our tree planting Cedarcroft this 
spring 2014.This was part of the 150th Anniversary celebrations of the Club’s inception in 1864.  We 
planted about 40 Carolinian trees and shrubs to fill in spaces left in the canopy with the death of a 
number of ash trees due to an Emerald Ash Borer infestation.  The trees and shrubs were all potted and 
of a good size that required installation of fencing to protect them from the resident white-tailed deer 
herd.  Suitable planting locations were chosen to ensure the survival in what would be their native soil 
types and topography. 
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Over twenty folks turned out to help do our annual spring cleanup on April 26.  Although the garlic 
mustard had just started to show, the ladies did a wonderful job of pulling much of the invasive species 
out along the main trail towards the cabin.   
 
Nature London was the recipient of four wood duck boxes.  The grade nine “Introduction to 
Technology” class at St. Thomas Aquinas High School in London (see April Cardinal, page 15) built a 
dozen.  Three of the wood duck boxes are placed in Cedarcroft.  A substantial amount of buckthorn was 
removed from underneath the white and scotch pines beside the cabin.  The harvested buckthorns were 
placed into large piles to provide habitat for rabbits and other wildlife.  
  
At a meeting it was agreed to dust off the Cedarcroft Master Plan dating back to 1984.  A review and 
development of an updated Master Plan has been initiated with the following approach: 
 
1.  Standards- what we want Cedarcroft to be or look like, 
2.  Evaluation-how the property measures up to the Standards that have been set, and 
3.  Recommendations-what actions we should take as a result of the evaluation. 
 
The bridges at Cedarcroft have been in place for a long time and are showing their wear.  It was decided 
that the easterly bridge (closest to the neighbouring house) should receive the highest priority to be 
replaced.  Jeff Paul and his sons have generously agreed to tear down the old bridge and build a new 
replacement.  This work started in September, 2014.  
At the risk of missing some names, a general thank you to all who have contributed to a fantastic year at 
Cedarcroft.  We have achieved many of our goals and I look forward to another productive year with the 
Cedarcroft Committee.  Your enthusiasm makes it fun to do the work at Cedarcroft.  
 

Director Herb Bax, Cedarcroft Manager 
 
Chimney Swift Liaison for Nature London Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
This report covers the period Nov 1/13 to Oct 31/14 and summarizes activities carried out by or under 
the auspices of Nature London’s Chimney Swift Liaison during the reporting period. 
 
Education/Outreach 

 Maintained posting of 2 educational documents on swifts on Nature London’s website. 
 Gave PowerPoint presentations and set up displays on swifts at Thames Valley District School 
Board high school environmental symposiums on Nov 21/13 and Oct 31/14. 

 Gave PowerPoint talks on swifts (May 2/14) to grade 7/8 classes at Lord Roberts School. 
 Provided information and responded to requests relating to swifts and chimneys. 
 Prepared article on 2014 swift work in London for November 2014 Cardinal. 
 Helped curator of regional history at Museum London develop Chimney Swift portion of 
“Nature London at 150” exhibit. 

 
Monitoring / Data Collection 

 Participated in swift conference call with Bird Studies Canada (BSC) (Nov 11/13). 
 Recruited, trained and supported 12 volunteer swift monitors. 
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 At request of BSC, organized 4 spring swift blitz nights at 3 chimneys. 
 At request of BSC, organized weekly monitoring at 7 chimneys, mid-May to late Sept.   
 Circulated weekly summaries of monitoring results to volunteers, mid-May to late Sept. 
 Participated in Swift Night Out (Aug 8 and 9, and Sep 13) and submitted results to Driftwood 
Wildlife Association in Texas. 

 Submitted data to BSC for 142 monitoring visits by London volunteers at 15 chimneys. 
 
Conservation 

 Prepared letter of support for Swift Care Ontario funding request. 
 Assisted 2 wildlife rehabilitation centres (Swift Care Ontario of Komoka and Le Nichoir of 
Hudson, PQ) in selecting suitable London release sites for orphaned swifts originating in various 
parts of Ontario, in southern Quebec and in Nova Scotia. 

 Submitted letters to City of London Corporate Services Committee, president of Fanshawe 
College and Matt Brown urging that the swift chimney at Kingsmill’s be preserved during 
redevelopment of the building. 

 
During reporting period, NL swift liaison put in more than 220 hours of volunteer time.  Many 
additional hours were put in by other volunteers. 
 
The following volunteers participated in Nature London’s Chimney Swift initiatives during the swift 
season of 2014: Barry Attridge, Joan Attridge, Betsy Baldwin, Marg Burton, Garth Casbourn, Olga 
Nemeroski, Wendy Russell, Ric Symmes, Sandy Symmes, Pat Tripp, Dave Wake, and Winifred Wake.  
Sincere thanks to all. 

 
Winifred Wake 

Conservation Action Committee Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
The following abbreviations are used in this report:  
CAC = Conservation Action Committee  
CMP = Conservation Master Plan  
EEPAC = Environmental and Ecological Planning Advisory Committee  
ESA = Environmentally Significant Area  
NL = Nature London 
OMB = Ontario Municipal Board 
UTRCA = Upper Thames River Conservation Authority 
 
This year’s Conservation Action Committee consisted of 10 Nature London members:  
Sandy Levin, Chair; Anita Caveney, Will Lyons, Daphne Lowe, Roslyn Moorhead, Norm Corrin, 
Gerald Pierce, Carolyn Beacroft, Jack Blocker, and Susan Blocker. 
  
The CAC met 3 times during the period of this report: December 3, 2013, and March 11 and June 3, 
2014. 
 
1. ESA Visits.  CAC members visited The Coves, Killaly Meadows, and Warbler Woods in order to 
record the presence of significant species of flora and fauna and to note and, if necessary, to report to the 
appropriate authority possible violations of City by-laws.  CAC members also took part in one of a 
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series of monthly hikes organized for children by Kari Schneider under the label “Get Outside the Box,” 
intended to introduce youth to nature, and offered our assistance. 
 
2. Work Undertaken: The CAC monitored numerous items and attended a variety of public meetings 
throughout the year. In many cases, the CAC initiated correspondence with the City of London, 
Provincial and Federal Ministries, UTRCA and other groups or agencies for the purpose of stating the 
CAC’s support, opposition or recommendations. For some issues, comments were submitted to the 
Ontario Environmental Registry. Issues monitored or addressed included: 
 
• Komoka Provincial Park - MNR has plans to construct new entrances and close existing ones, but 

these depend upon future environmental assessment and funding availability.  Meanwhile, current 
regulations on park use are being enforced occasionally.  Public consultations were to be held in 
Spring 2014 to consider non-conforming uses such as horseback riding and mountain biking as well 
as the proposed new access points, but they appear not to have taken place. 

An Environmental Assessment has been completed for construction of a wastewater force main 
within the easement previously dedicated through Komoka Provincial Park (north of the Thames and 
running through the Natural Environment Zone), to connect a pumping station to be provided at the 
upstream terminus of the easement to the Komoka Wastewater Treatment Facility off Komoka Road.  
The preferred Alternative C will have the least impact on the environment, and construction will be 
restricted to a period from mid-August to the end of the following February, to avoid disruptions of 
fish spawning from mid-March to the end of June, and the bird nesting season from the beginning of 
April to mid-August.  Construction will also be sensitive to any active reptiles spotted on site.  Offsite 
refuelling of equipment will be required at all times throughout the construction period.  The 
Environmental Report may be viewed online at: 
http://www.middlesexcentre.on.ca/Public/Page/Files/19_Kilworth_WW_env_asses.pdf. 

 
• The Coves - Planning for the future of the Coves is actively going forward through the process of 

drafting the CMP.  CAC member Daphne Lowe has been involved through public meetings and 
meetings of the local advisory committee for The Coves.  The draft CMP for the Coves ESA 
proposes to rename Euston Park as Euston Meadows to indicate that it is no longer a park and 
therefore existing uses must change.  Also proposed is to create a tall-grass prairie on a one-hectare 
site.  Yet to be resolved are proposals to build bikeways (Level 3 Pathways) through areas that are 
zoned Natural Area 1.  The City has not acquired the orchard at the centre of the Coves. 

 
• Sifton Bog - A public meeting, as required by the 2009 Conservation Master Plan (CMP) has been 

tentatively scheduled for October 9, 2014, at a location to be determined.  CAC will attend. 
 
• Killaly Meadows - A recent visit by CAC to Killaly Meadows confirmed that City staff is following 

the policy, advocated by CAC, of mowing no more than 1.5 meters on each side of the paved 
pathway so as to allow maximum possible growth of herbage used by butterflies and other wildlife. 

• Encroachments into ESAs – CAC members have forwarded photos of various encroachments by 
neighbouring landowners to the City enforcement staff.  A proposal to sell to one such landowner 
the land on which he is encroaching was brought to a Council committee, but was referred back to 
staff following interventions by NL. 
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• Signage at ESA entrances – Following suggestions by CAC for more effective signs highlighting the 
most common prohibited behaviours, the City has redesigned its signage accordingly. 

• Medway Valley Heritage Forest - The Parks Planning Department will be continuing its review of 
comments and revisions on Phase 1 of the CMP, hoping to wrap up in summer 2014, then plans to 
take the revised report to the Planning and Environment Committee and Council in mid-December 
of 2014.  Further to the recommendations in the report by Dillon Consulting, noted in The Cardinal 
235, (and as per comments received) the City is co-ordinating invasive species work with Dillon and 
UTRCA this spring and summer to protect Species At Risk (SAR) and Species of Conservation 
Concern (SCC).  This project represents an opportunity for the City and Dillon to work in 
partnership with the UTRCA to control invasive flora populations flagged as High Priority for 
control in the Natural Heritage Inventory, which includes Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia Japonica) 
and Goutweed (Aegopodium podagraria). High Priority populations were defined as those found to 
occur in close proximity to SAR and/or SCC. 

• Westminster Ponds/Pond Mills - The City is working with CN to implement the trail in the 2005 
WMP Conservation Master Plan from the Millbank Drive access over the CN rail line to the 
Silverdale Crescent access (behind Glen Cairn Public School). Upon CN endorsement the City will 
report back with an update to the Community Services Committee with a recommendation based on 
EEPAC Comments, Westminster Working Group’s 2012 Council Resolution and the City’s Trail 
Standards Document.  A community meeting has been tentatively scheduled for October 2, 2014, at 
a location to be determined.  CAC will attend. 

• Official Plan Review – The draft London Plan, the product of the ReThink London process in which 
CAC participated, was posted this summer on the City website.  In accordance with a proposal from 
NL’s Strategic Planning process, CAC highlighted this development in its report for The Cardinal  
236 through a boxed notice urging readers to comment on various items potentially impacting our 
natural heritage. 

• Kains Woods – CAC has conducted extensive discussions with City staff concerning trail locations 
through this narrow ESA.  The City is exploring the possibility of acquiring additional land for trail 
construction, since existing trails through sensitive areas cannot feasibly be rerouted. 

• SW London Area Plan – CAC supported UTRCA in its appeal to the OMB of a Council decision to 
allow big-box development by PenEquity Corporation in a woodland-wetland area.  In July 2014, 
the UTRCA and PenEquity reached agreement, approved by the OMB, to create a new wetland 
within the Dingman Creek watershed that would be superior in terms of natural heritage protection 
to the existing wetland. 

• Conservation Award – The 2013 Conservation Award recipient was the Rotary Club of London 
West.  Over 14 years, this club pursued its goals of community service and improving humankind’s 
health and well-being by ensuring a healthy sustainable ecosystem through the planting of trees and 
supporting efforts to protect sensitive natural areas.  In particular, many hours of volunteer service 
and fundraising were directed toward improving natural areas and facilities for citizen appreciation 
of nature in the Westminster Ponds/Pond Mills ESA. 

• Strategic Planning – CAC was urged by NL’s Strategic Planning process to develop proposals for 
education and advocacy of and by NL members.  CAC brought to the NL Board at its April meeting 
5 suggestions, of which 3 were accepted by the Board.  In addition to the Cardinal notice reported 
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above, the Board agreed that CAC should present 5-10 minute talks at indoor meetings focused on a 
specific issue or ESA (one has already been presented) and to commission volunteer articles to be 
submitted to The Londoner to educate the general public on issues affecting London’s natural 
heritage (one has been published).  The Board also agreed to accept CAC’s recommendation to 
change its name to the Conservation Action Committee. 

• Earth Day Colloquium – CAC members represented NL at this colloquium at Western University in 
April. 

Complete information on the above items is detailed in the CAC meeting minutes. Selected details were 
published in the Conservation Committee section of The Cardinal, flights 233, 234, 235 and 236. 

Jack Blocker, Conservation Liaison, on behalf of the Conservation Action Committee 
 

Field Trips Annual Report 2013-2014 

Date Location Leader/s Duration 
No. of 

participants Weather Highlights 

Sept. 7/13 Cedarcroft Wayne Tingle  3.5 hours 5 
cloudy but 
pleasant 

nature walk, walking stick 
bug sighting 

 
 
Sept. 14*/13 

 
Westminster 
Ponds 

 
 
Gail McNeil 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

18 

 
sunny with 
cloudy 
periods 

  

 
 
Sept. 28/13 

 
Hyde Park 
Walk 

 
 
Will Lyons 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

22 

 
mostly 
cloudy 16o 

 
4 bird species, 9 tree species 

 
 
Oct. 5/13 

 
 
Backus Woods 

 
 
Mike Chanon 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

31 

 
 
sunny, 18o 

16 plant species, 6 bird 
species including a piliated 
woodpecker 

 
 
Oct. 6/13 

 
Carolinian 
Food Forest 

 
 
Teresa Ruttun 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

28 

 
 
cloudy, cool 

15 bird species, 9 tree 
species including witch hazel 
in bloom 

 
 
Oct. 26/13 

 
Kettle Point, 
Pinery PP 

 
I. Platt, J. 
Taylor 

 
 
9.5 hours 

 
 

15 

 
sunny but 
cool    

 
 
59 bird species seen 

 
 
Oct.27/13 

 
Reservoir Park 
Walk 

 
 
Dave Wake 

 
 
2 hours 

      

Nov. 2/13 

 
Highlands 
Woods Walk 

 
 
Mike Chanon 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

34 

 
flurries , 
overcast 

 
10 bird species 15 moss 
species 

Nov. 23/12 

 
Sifton Bog 
ESA 

 
 
R. Martin 

 
 
0 

 
 

0 

Cancelled 
due to snow 
storm 

 
 
10 bird species , insects 

 
 
Jan. 1/14 

 
Springbank 
Park 

 
 
R. Martin 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

50 

partly sunny, 
some flurries 
cool -6o   

 
 
35 species 

 
 
Jan.18/14 

Winter Birding 
along the 
St.Clair 

 
 
Cathy McCrae 

 
 
8.5 hours 

 
 

12 

 
 
sunny cool 

 
 
over 45 species identified 
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Feb. 18/14 

 
 
Winnet's 
Swamp 

 
 
 
Gord Cameron 

 
 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 
 

18 

Overcastwith 
sunny breaks 
light easterly 
winds- 4o 

 
 
 
35 bird species seen 

 
 
Feb.15/14 

 
Greenway 
Park Ducks 

 
 
Gail McNeil 

 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 

21 

sunny cool 
gusty at 
times -8 o 

 
 
37 bird species 

 
 
Mar. 22/14 

Aylmer WMA 
and Sewage 
Lagoons 

  
Rick Martin. 
Gord Cameron 

 
 
1.5 hours 

 
 

14 

 
cold overcast 
-15 o 

 
 
21 bird species seen 

 
Apr. 13/14 

  
Hullett WMA 

 
C. McCrae 

 
7.5 hours 

 
18 

cool wind, -
10o 

 
61 bird species 

 
 
Apr. 22/14 

 
 
Cedarcroft 

 
 
Herb Bax 

 
 
3.5 hours 

 
 

15 

  
 
Sunny 

garlic mustard removal, ash 
tree removal, trails cleared; a 
number of plant species seen

 
Apr. 22/14 
plus May 6 

 
Westminster 
Ponds Birding 

 
B Maddeford, 
G McNeil 

 
 
2 hours 

 
1st 7  

2nd 234 

1st cold wet -
8 o,  2nd 
sunny cool 

 
 
55 species of birds 

 
 
Apr. 30/14 

 
Woodcocks on 
the Thames 

 
 
Mike Dawdy 

 
 
1 hour 

 
 

26 

 
 
mild evening 

 
 
lots of Woodcocks 

 
 
May 3/14 

 
Higgins Farm 
Walk 

 
Anita and Stan 
Caveney 

 
 
2 hours 

 
 

28 

 
cool with 
sunny breaks 

 
lots of spring ephemerals 
plus 28 bird species 

 
 
May 10/14 

Warbler Walk 
in Backus 
Woods 

 
 
Gord Cameron 

 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 

24 

mild/ sunny 
with cloudy 
periods 

 
 
35 species of birds I snake 

 
 
May 14/14 

 
Killaly 
Meadows 

 
 
Wayne Tingle 

 
1.75 
hours 

 
 

16 

 
cool with 
sunny breaks 

 
 
19 species of birds 

 
 
May 17/14 

 
South Branch 
of the Thames 

 
 
Mike Channon 

 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 

23 

 
sunny warm 
20 o 

 
 
36 species of birds 

 
 
May 21/14 

 
Warblers 
Woods ESA 

 
 
Cathy Quinlan 

 
 
1.5 hours 

 
 

16 

mild with 
sunny 
periods 

 
 
17 species 15 tree species 

 
May 23-
25/14 

 
Birding on the 
Bruce 

 
 
C. McCrae 

 
 
2 days 

 
 

24 

 
cool with 
sunny breaks 

 
 
58 species 

 
 
 
May 31/14 

 
 
Cavendish 
Woods Walk  

 
 
 
Gord Cameron 

 
 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 
 

12 

 
21 o sunny 
with cloudy 
periods 

22 bird species heard, 22 
species of plants and trees 1 
fish species Gar 2 turtle 
species inc softshell 

 
 
 
June 4/14 

Trees of 
Mount 
Pleasant 
Cemetery 

 
 
Dave and 
Winnie Wake 

 
 
 
1.5 hours 

 
 
 

47 

 
 
21 degrees 
clear 

 
 
lots of spring wildflower and 
birds 

 
 
June 6/14 

 
Sifton Bog 
Night Garden 

 
 
Fiona Reid 

 
 
4 hours 

 
 

31 

 
10  degrees 
clear 

Lots of moths, bats, tree 
frogs, and wildflowers 

 
 
 
June 7/14 

 
 
Wonnacot 
Farm 

 
 
 
B Maddeford 

 
 
 
2.5 hours 

 
 
 

23 

sunny with 
cloudy 
periods some 
light rain 16 o 

 
38 bird species including an 
Indigo Bunting and a large 
Snapping Turtle 
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June 8/14  

Duguld Murry 
Farm Birding 
Along the 
Thames 

 
 
 
B Maddeford 

 
 
 
2.5 Hours 

 
 
 

19 

 
Sunny with 
cloudy 
periods 17 o 

 
 
 
36 species of birds 

 
July 6/14 

 
Skunk's Misery 

 
A. White 

 
11 hours 

 
31 

 
warm  

 
59 butterfly species  

 
Director Rick Martin, Field Trips Coordinator 

 
Guide to the Natural Areas in London & Vicinity Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Substantial progress has been made in updating the 2007 edition of the Guide to Natural Areas in 
London & Vicinity.   Six criteria have been established for determining if a site is to be included in the 
new Guide or not, and a standardized format for each entry determined.  The description for each of the 
94 sites in the 2007 edition has been provisionally revised in accordance with this format, and each site 
has been subsequently visited and the descriptions revised again as needed. 
 
Provisionally (as of September 2014) seven sites have been dropped from the original list, usually 
because of public access problems.  After investigation, 21 new sites are being added, from Hullet 
Marsh in the north, to Backus Woods in the southeast, to Clearwater P.P. in the southwest.  An 
additional eight possible new sites were dropped after visits suggested they weren't of interest. 
 
The visits are a large undertaking (but fun!), and many people have volunteered to help.  Over 55 people 
in all have contributed information about various sites.  Most are NL members, but members of the 
Stratford Field Naturalists and personnel from UTRCA, ABCA, LTVCA, and Pinery P.P. have also 
been of great assistance.    
 
We are still working on final revisions and some site visits to new areas, considering issues of layout 
and maps, and will be having discussions with printers.  The hope is to issue a new Guide in the Spring 
of 2015.  And to everyone who has helped us along the way - a big thank you! 
 

Jim and Roslyn Moorhead, Editors 
 
Indoor Meetings Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
The topics of our Indoor Meeting presentations this year were informative, interesting and varied, and 
included highlights for our 150th anniversary year.   
 
On September 27, Professor Scott MacDougall-Shackleton, Director of the Advanced Facility for Avian 
Research at Western University, reflected on the question, “What’s in a Song?”  His illustrated talk 
explored what his research, based on psychology and biology, has revealed about how songbirds adapt 
to their environments, and the various influences on how, what and where birds sing, and what their 
songs might mean.  An estimated audience of 85 attended.  Scott was introduced by Carol Agocs and 
thanked by Norm Corrin. 
 
Fiona Reid, a naturalist, travel guide and wildlife artist, and President of Halton Field Naturalists, spoke 
on October 18 about “Stalking the Night Garden-- A Naturalist Explores her Ontario Garden and 
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Woodland Through the Night.”  Fiona’s fascinating night photography illuminated the surprises to be 
found in her own back yard.  Sandy Symmes introduced Fiona and Ric Symmes thanked her.  
Approximately 90 people were present.   
 
Those who attended Nature London’s annual Banquet on November were fortunate to hear a lively talk 
by Jody Allair, Project Biologist and Outreach Coordinator at Bird Studies Canada in Port Rowan.  
Speaking about “Ontario Owls:  Who Gives a Hoot?,” Jody entertained and inspired us with stories 
about his field research with owls, and highlighted the importance of involving young naturalists in 
learning about nature.  There were 122 people in attendance.  Jody was introduced by Carol Agocs and 
thanked by Anita Caveney. 
 
On January 17, Sue Read led the 150th Anniversary Kickoff with an interesting evening that reflected on 
Nature London’s past and future.  About 80 people heard Dave Wake speak about his research, with 
Winifred Wake, into Nature London’s archives to assemble a history of the club from its origins to the 
present.  Roslyn Moorhead then spoke about future directions for Nature London based on our recently 
completed strategic planning exercise.  The speakers and many of those present celebrated the occasion 
by dressing as the original McIlwraith naturalists may have done.  The Cardinal made an appearance just 
in time for the anniversary cake. 
 
Teresa Hollingsworth, Coordinator of Community and Corporate Services at Upper Thames River 
Conservation Authority, spoke on February 21 about “Ontario’s New Great Lakes Strategy:  Where 
Does Our Community Fit In?”  Teresa’s research-based presentation explained how substances released 
into the Thames River affect water quality in the Great Lakes, and the importance of various efforts, 
including those by citizens, to reduce harmful impacts on water sources we depend on.  Teresa was 
introduced by Carol Agocs and thanked by Muriel Andreae, and about 65 people attended. 
 
On March 21, Stephen Marshall, author and Professor of Entomology at the University of Guelph, spoke 
about “Fascinating Flies.”  An audience of about 75 enjoyed Steve’s interesting photos and accounts of 
his research, and were inspired by the fact that new species are continually being discovered, and that 
citizen scientists can play a part.  Steve was introduced by fellow entomologist Stan Caveney. 
 
Members’ Night was the April 25th meeting, where about 80 people were treated to a variety of 
interesting presentations illustrated with outstanding photography.  The speakers were introduced and 
thanked by Karen Auzins, who coordinated the meeting.  Roslyn Moorhead spoke about “Places to 
Explore,” sharing the work she and Jim Moorhead are doing with many other club members to update 
and reissue Nature London’s “Guide to Natural Areas.” 
 
Jim Bristow showed a slide presentation on “Baker’s Auto Wreckers.”  Sue Southon’s interesting 
illustrated presentation on “Snowy Owls and Other Winter Birds” documented the irruption of Snowies 
that many club members enjoyed this winter.  Dick Day spoke about the whooping cranes of Texas, and 
birds of the Pinery and Manitoulin, with photos taken on location.  Linda Bristow showed colourful 
photos of her exploration of Capitol Reef National Park in Utah. Karen Auzins entertained us with 
stories and photos of Quillan the Porcupine and the Turkeys who visit her back yard.  Rob Roger and 
Mary Lord concluded the evening with graceful views of swans. 
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The Indoor Meetings depend on the expert help of Eric Auzins, who provides AV support to the 
speakers.  Club members also appreciate the work of Susan Legeza and the other volunteers who 
coordinate refreshments and supply delicious cookies as well as coffee and tea.  

Director Carol Agocs, Indoor Meetings Coordinator 
 
London Advisory Committee on Heritage Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Built heritage is the most prevalent item on our agendas, below is a list of issues dealt with that had 
some relevance to natural heritage. 

  
      1   No progress on the Heritage Tree Program as of yet to report. 
  

2 Coves Sub watershed Plan Implementation Committee/ LACH Rep. - Issues from past years 
are still on the table. The development of the Ah So entrance to the Coves is under way, grading 
and cleanup is completed, trails planning for the east coves woods is in final draft, the old paint 
factory site near the trailer park is still not resolved.  

3 Cultural Heritage Landscape ground work is well under way for the Meadowlily area and is 
being worked on by the Stewardship Sub Committee of LACH. 

4 A Landscape Heritage Designation for the Western County site by Westminster Ponds is 
completed. 

5 The introduction of intrusive multiuse path ways in ESA’s is still an ongoing issue despite strong 
recommendations against it from EEPAC and LACH. 

Jim Cushing 
 
Membership Secretary’s Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Membership for the 2013 – 2014 calendar year was 367.   This is a slight decline from the previous year.   
The programs and field trips continue to attract families, single households and retirees.  The very 
reasonable membership fee includes four copies of The Cardinal, interesting meetings and various 
outdoor activities.   The success of the club depends on all members to encourage those interested in 
nature to join us during the coming year, 2014-15 on most Friday evenings.  Dates and times are 
available on the website www.naturelondon.ca . 
 
After five years at the membership desk, we are fortunate to have Gail McNeil volunteer to take over the 
membership duties for 2014 – 2015 and wish her every success. 

Ann Day 
 

Middlesex County Woodlands Advisory Committee Meetings 2013-2014 
 
Meeting of Tuesday, November 5, 2013 
As in the last few years, while Pete Read is the official member of the Committee, representing Nature 

London, in his absence during the fall of the year and particularly of 2013, Herb Bax of Nature 
London has sat on the committee on our behalf. 

At this meeting it was agreed to study the idea of relaxing some of the restrictions on the tender process 
for cutting the County Forests. Even though several woodlots were scheduled to receive logging, no 
tenders had come forth and it was thought that by relaxing some conditions, perhaps tenders would 



 
 
 
 

21 
 

be forthcoming. It will remain to be seen what relaxed practices will be suggested, but hopefully 
none that will compromise the state of the woodlots in a naturalist’s perspective will be suggested. 

Committee Chair Vance Blackmore and member Durk Vanderwerff updated the Committee on a County 
Council review of County Forestry Services. A number of issues were discussed including 
continued public ownership of properties but to possibly transfer management to select non-
government organizations (nature trusts?), affirmed passive management as much as possible, 
maintain a Woodlands Conservation Officer, manage hazard trees. 

The Woodlands CO gave a report on various ongoing maintenance issues in the woodlands, including 
studies on parasitoid wasps used to control Emerald Ash Borer. Apparently hardwood prices are 
good especially for overseas market, but firewood is a hard sell, due to so much being available. 

Meeting of Thursday, April 24, 2014  
In a follow-up to the previous meeting discussion on the review of County Forestry Services by County 

Council in the fall of 2013, in relation to the possible transfer of some management on some 
properties, a letter from City Council Warden went to land trusts to ask for partnerships in 
developing an “alternate service delivery model” for the Newbury and Miller tracts. After a 
discussion by the Committee it was suggested that a letter be sent to Council relaying the concerns 
of some of the Committee members that we should retain ownership and management of the 
woodlands. 

In another follow-up from the Fall meeting, after adjustments in the tender for logging in the Plaine, 
Purdy and McLaren tracts, allowing fuel wood to be left, etc, there was a successful tender and they 
will be cut. 

That the Woodlands Advisory Committee recommended that County Council send a resolution to the 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent encouraging them to adopt a Woodlands Conservation By-law to 
protect woodlots. 

In an update from the Woodlands CO, a number of issues of maintenance were mentioned and John 
Trott announced his retirement so a new WCO will be at the next meeting.  

Pete Read 
 

 
Middlesex Stewardship Council Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
The Middlesex Stewardship Council (MSC) settled into its first full year under a new partnership 
arrangement with the St. Clair Region Conservation Authority, after the Ministry of Natural Resources 
ceased supporting the stewardship program.  Staff from SCRCA act as technical advisors and to the 
council and are funded by a three-year Ontario Trillium Foundation grant for the Middlesex Landscape 
Strategy, focusing on the Upper Sydenham River watershed.  The Council is made up of volunteers 
representing different organizations including agriculture, environmental (Nature London), 
angling/hunting clubs and rural landowners.  
 
After promoting the value of stewardship projects and the grants available, several landowners applied 
for grants through the council and were successful.  The landowners received technical assistance from 
the participating conservation authority.   
 
Projects included tree planting along watercourses, on marginal farmland and in retired gravel pits, as 
well as wetland creation projects involving the construction of shallow ponds with native wildflower and 
tall grass prairie plantings around them.  The council also supported the Children’s Water Festival.   
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A new website was launched www.middlesexstewardship.ca to stand alone from the former MNR 
website and to direct landowners to the various projects. 
 
A bus tour was held in July, taking participants to four completed landowner project sites in the Upper 
Sydenham watershed.  It was very useful for staff and prospective landowners to see completed projects 
and learn about their successes and any lessons learned.   

                                        Cathy Quinlan 
Nature in the City Annual Report 2014 
 
The year 2014 marked the ninth annual Nature in the City lecture series.  Attendance averaged 280 and 
ranged from 246 to 325 for Jeremy McNeil’s talk on insects. 
 
The success of the series is directly related to the quality of the lecturers, and this year’s speakers were 
exceptional.  The speakers and their topics were 
 Chris Sharp – The Canada Goose, January 14th 
 Jeremy McNeil – Brainy Insects, January 21st 
 Gordon McBean – Climate Change, January 28th 
 Bruce McGauley – Urban Forests, February 4th 
 Alison Lake – Small Mammals, Februrary 11th 
 Nina Zitani – Backyard Biodiversity, February 18th   
 
The ongoing collaboration of co-sponsors Nature London and the London Public Library has proven to 
be a most compatible partnership.  As usual, a committee from Nature London lined up the speakers, 
organized the program, and wrote and distributed publicity materials (on the remarkably slim budget of 
$0.00).  Meanwhile, the library provided the venue, the audio-visual technician and printed the 
promotional flyers.  The media, particularly The Londoner, were especially helpful in spreading the 
word.  Other coverage appeared in Interrobang (the Fanshawe College student newspaper), and The 
World Outdoors column in the London Free Press. 
 
The high numbers and enthusiasm of the audience can also be attributed to the extensive word-of-mouth 
marketing that has been growing over the years, underpinned, of course, by the reputation for excellent 
speakers and quality presentations.  The survey completed by attendees at the final session contained 
many spontaneous expressions of gratitude. Two thirds of the survey respondents indicated that they 
were not Nature London members – an indication of good community outreach. 
 
The core committee of Jenna Allain, Mady Hymowitz, Paul Nicholson, Leslie Rockwell, Pat Tripp 
(chair) and Winnie Wake received lots of support from other Nature London members including Betsy 
Baldwin, Hugh Casbourn and Dave Wake.  London Public Library staff member Pat Sauve served as 
library liaison.  
 
During the series, 10 people became Nature London members, thanks to the efforts of Bob McGee and 
Ros Moorhead, who staffed the club display.  Ann Henderson sold $341 worth of field guides.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make Nature in the City 2014 such a resounding success.   

Pat Tripp 
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Nominating Committee Annual Report 2013-2014  
 
As usual, this year’s Nominating Committee focused first on filling the key Board and annual 
appointment volunteer positions that make Nature London work.  We are all grateful for the many 
committed members who step forward to take on important duties that make our organization efficient 
and enjoyable.  At the nudging of the Strategic Planning Team, we have also begun to consider ways to 
improve long-term personnel planning.  We want to bring more people to our cause and engage them to 
make meaningful contributions.  We are hoping that by identifying our long-range needs and strategies 
for training and mentoring potential leaders our annual task of filling positions will be easier.  Also on 
our agenda is a re-draft of the Nature London operating manual which outlines the duties of most 
leadership positions.  Thanks to Nominating Committee members Karen Auzins, Catherine Burr, and 
Ray Robertson. 

Director Norm Corrin, Chair 
 
Ontario Nature (FON) Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Nature London representatives continue to attend the fall and spring meetings of the Carolinian West 
Region (CWR) of the Ontario Nature Network, which are hosted by member groups.  The meetings 
provide an opportunity for naturalists to share ideas and report on successes and failures of programs 
they have undertaken, as well as seek advice from the umbrella organization.  Staff representatives from 
Ontario Nature give an update on their organization’s conservation science programs, Nature Network, 
youth programs, and educational programs.  The regional group may draft resolutions about issues of 
concern, and move and approve them before they are sent to Ontario Nature, which checks the wording 
carefully.  Ontario Nature presents the resolutions to its membership for a vote at the AGM and, if 
approved, the resolutions are submitted to the Provincial Government.  Through these Network 
meetings, Nature London is able to keep abreast of regional and provincial matters relating to nature 
heritage.  Ontario Nature is an important ‘voice’ at the provincial level for all its member groups.  
 
This year, regional meetings were hosted by Friends of Rondeau Provincial Park at the Visitor Centre at 
Rondeau on November 9, 2013 (Anita Caveney and Pat Tripp represented Nature London), and by 
Ingersoll District Nature Club at the Senior Centre in Ingersoll on March 29, 2014 (Muriel Andreae and 
Anita Caveney represented Nature London).  Anita Caveney had assumed her duties as Ontario Nature’s 
Carolinian West Regional Director following confirmation by the membership at the Ontario Nature 
AGM in June, 2013 and chaired the CWR meetings.  Full reports on these meetings were published in 
the February, 2014 and August, 2014 issues of The Cardinal.   
 
Anita and Stan Caveney, and Dave and Winifred Wake represented Nature London at Ontario Nature’s 
83rd AGM and Gathering, including plenary talks, workshops, the Conservation Awards ceremony, a 
Wine and Cheese Reception, at YMCA Geneva Park alongside Lake Couchiching near Orillia.  They 
also participated in all-day field trips in the vicinity.   
 
As part of a membership drive by Ontario Nature, and using promotional materials from Ontario Nature, 
Anita mailed a personal letter, membership form, and copy of ON Nature magazine to 100 nature 
London members (who were thought to not be current members of Ontario Nature), to encourage them 
to consider joining Ontario Nature.  This membership drive wasn’t as successful as had been hoped.   
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Some Nature London–Ontario Nature interactions during the year are listed below: 
• Nature London was a signatory on a letter written by Ontario Nature and several other large 

environmental organizations to Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing regarding the 
review of the Provincial Policy Statement.  The letter urged the Minister to address some still 
outstanding issues needed to protect human health and the environment. 

• Nature London supported the Endangered Species Act Lawsuit, brought by Ecojustice/Ontario 
Nature/Wildlands League against the Provincial Government, with a $5,000 donation to the 
fundraising campaign to cover legal costs.   

• Nature London member Amanda Summers attended Ontario Nature’s Youth Summit for 
Biodiversity and Green Solutions, held at YMCA Geneva Park near Orillia, September 20–22, 2013.  
Amanda wrote an article about the Summit in The Cardinal, February 2014.  

• On behalf of Nature London, Anita Caveney attended a Cornerstone Standards Council (CSC) public 
information session in London on February 18 which promoted the CSC’s Draft Responsible 
Aggregate Standards.  Ontario Nature’s Executive Director and a member of the Couchiching 
Conservancy worked for four years with a number of environmental and industry partners to develop 
a voluntary certification system for environmentally and Socially responsible aggregate operations in 
Ontario.  They established the Cornerstone Standards Council, and its Standards Development Panel 
drafted the standards.  Anita submitted comments on the Draft to the CSC on behalf of Nature 
London. 

• Ontario Nature published a short article on Nature London’s 150th Anniversary in the Spring 2014 
issue if its ON Nature magazine, with a link to a longer article. 

 
No resolutions were moved by the Carolinian West Region for consideration at the 2014 AGM. 
 

Anita Caveney 
Nature London Representative at Ontario Nature Regional Meetings 

Carolinian West Regional Director, Ontario Nature 

Publicity Annual Report  2013-2014 

Publicity efforts for Nature London during this reporting period were again satisfactory. As in recent 
years, the approach was very low cost and multi-modal. Flyers were printed and distributed seasonally 
by various Nature London members at various events. These were also distributed through other 
organizations (e.g. libraries.) Nature London programs and events were promoted on radio, television, 
local newspapers, web sites, e-mail, social media including Twitter, Nature London events, other event 
displays, and of course word of mouth. Partnerships (e.g. with the London Public Library for the Nature 
in the City series) again allowed for low cost cross-promotion.  

There was a particular effort to boost general awareness about the club, its history, and its future for the 
150th anniversary year. For example, I did a Daytime London segment with host Ken Eastwood on 
Rogers TV. A feature article about this milestone also ran in The London Free Press in March 2014 
(http://www.lfpress.com/2014/02/26/the-world-outdoors-nature-london-looks-to-future.)  

Paul Nicholson 
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The W.E. Saunders Memorial Library Collections for 2013-2014 
 
Nature London donates $1000 annually to the London Public Library for the W.E. Saunders Memorial 
Library. The books purchased are related to nature, conservation, or the environment.  Multiple copies 
of some titles were bought. 
 
London Public Library card-holders may place holds on these books at the London Public Library web 
site, www.londonpubliclibrary.ca 
 
Adult books 
 
Flood Forecast: Climate Risk and Resiliency in Canada 
Guide to the Identification and Control of Exotic Invasive Species in Ontario's Hardwood Forests 
Oak Ridges Moraine Battles: Development, Sprawl, and Nature Conservation in the Toronto Region 
Once and Future Great Lakes Country: An Ecological History 
Peterson Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes, Second Edition 
Road Rocks: Ontario: Over 250 Geological Wonders to Discover 
Sacred Ecology 
 
Children's books  
  
Skydiver: Saving the Fastest Bird in the World by Celia Godkin  
Scholastic Discover More:  Birds by Penelope Arlon 
Plants Feed Me:  I am a Plant Eater by Lizzy Rockwell  
Have You Heard the Nesting Bird by Rita Gray 
Children's Guide to Arctic Birds by Mia Pelletier 
Snakeopedia:  The Complete Guide to Everything Snakes  
 

     Pat Tripp, Saunders Librarian Liaison 
 

Strategic Planning Committee Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
The Strategic Planning Committee has four members:  Carol Agocs, Jenna Allain, Muriel Andreae, and 
Roslyn Moorhead.  In the spring of 2013, the committee was formed to develop and then implement a 
strategic plan for Nature London. 
 
The committee worked with Steve and Cobi Sauder of Kayak Consulting to plan and organize a strategic 
planning workshop.  A survey asking for opinions on strengths, weaknesses, and challenges for NL was 
first sent to all members, in order to get input from as large a group as possible.  Over 140 responses 
were received, and the results provided input to the workshop.   
 
The workshop itself was held on October 5, 2013, at the St Clair Conservation Authority office in 
Strathroy.  Twenty-six members attended, half of whom held an appointed/elected position or were 
members of a NL committee, and half of whom were volunteer members at large.  It was a very 
successful day and generated a lot of enthusiasm and thoughtful comments.  Thirty-one 
recommendations were made covering seven broad areas: Program/Interest groups, Rejuvenation and 
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Outreach, Conservation, Internet and Electronic Presence, Volunteers and Succession Planning, 
Cedarcroft, and Meeting Arrangements.  Six priorities, based on the degree of support at the workshop, 
were chosen for implementation of Year 1 (2014):  rejuvenating the membership, enhancing internet and 
electronic presence, developing a plan for finding volunteers, promoting the use of Cedarcroft, offering 
education on effective advocacy for the environment, and coordinating a field trip with an indoor 
meeting topic.  
 
Two working groups were formed to work on the first two items.  The rejuvenation of outreach group 
consists of Carol Agocs, Teresa Hollingsworth, Nathan Garber, and Paul Morris.  A  broad approach for 
working with partners, such as youth and community  groups, was agreed to.   
 
Projects will be well defined, activity oriented, and may involve competition or games.  Potential 
partners will be approached to explore ideas which would be mutually beneficial.  Two project ideas 
oriented towards children or youth were selected for further development.  The group is also consulting 
about the feasibility of sending a monthly email notice of upcoming meeting and events to NL members.  
Another proposal is to have a welcome letter with NL info sent to all new members. 
 
The second working group is the Electronic Presence and Internet group, consisting of Jenna Allain, 
Mady Horowitz, and Roslyn Moorhead.  The group proposed that a few articles from each issue of the 
Cardinal be automatically posted on NL's website, with the articles chosen by the Cardinal Editorial 
Committee.   The group also proposed that a PayPal account be set up so that members could pay dues 
or make donations electronically.  Both recommendations were adopted by the Board, and are in the 
process of implementation.  The  Guide to Natural Areas in London & Vicinity is in the process of being 
updated, and the intent is for the new edition to be available on the web as well as in print. 
 
The other four priorities are being addressed by standing committees or appointed coordinators.  The 
Volunteer and Nominating Committee has been working on the plan for finding volunteers.  The 
volunteer form was revised to more clearly define areas in which volunteers are needed.  The Cedarcroft 
Committee has promoted greater awareness of Cedarcroft by distributing in the Cardinal a flyer with 
information about it and a trail map.   Labels for some natural features are being put up on the Beech 
Trail.  An offer was made to arrange for van pickup for the annual Cedarcroft picnic in September.  The 
Conservation Action Committee (CAC) is planning a series of 5 minute talks at Indoor Meetings about 
conservation issues and advocacy.  Boxed notices of critical environmental issues will be placed in the 
Cardinal.   The CAC will also commission volunteer articles to be submitted to The Londoner to educate 
the community on issues affecting London's natural heritage.  The Indoor and Outdoor Program 
Coordinators have implemented the sixth priority, working together to plan two coordinated 
indoor/outdoor meetings, one in the fall of 2014 on pollinators, and one scheduled for spring 2015. 
 
Priorities for Year 2 (2015) are the following: 
 Enhance field trips by mentoring new leaders and having 2 leaders for larger trips 
 Plan for a greater variety re location and leaders for outdoor events 
 Hold a Christmas Bird Count or Butterfly Count for kids and families 
 Have a nature photography outing 
 Provide more help and support for novice birders 
 Publish the Guide to Natural Areas and create a web version 
 Arrange joint working parties with other nature groups for invasive species removal, etc. 
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In addition, the two working groups will continue their work on outreach and rejuvenation proposals, the 
implementation of the PayPal proposal, and developing a plan for finding volunteers. 
 

Submitted by Ros Moorhead on behalf of the Strategic Planning Committee     
 
Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) Annual Report 2013-2014  
 
Fundraising activities continued throughout 2012-13 for the Trust’s latest property acquisition, 
Wardsville Woods.  This 50-acre site is part of the greater Skunk’s Misery Natural Area and contains a 
number of Carolinian species including Sassafras and Tulip tree.  Among the many contributions 
received was a generous donation of $10,000 from Nature London.  On September 29, 2013, 
approximately 85 people were on hand to celebrate the conclusion of the capital campaign for the site.  
The programme included remarks by Jim Rule, TTLT President, and Doug Reycraft, Mayor of 
Southwest Middlesex.  Following the ceremony, many attendees took part in guided hikes of the 
property.  
 
With an eye towards the future, TTLT Board members and other volunteers gathered on Saturday, 
October 26 at the Watershed Conservation Centre (UTRCA) for a strategic planning session.  Attendees 
reflected upon the goals of the 2010 strategic plan as they plotted a course for the years 2014 – 2017.  
Among the issues discussed were funding future land acquisitions, property management issues and 
membership.  Results of the session were presented to the Board for consideration in early 2014. 
 
TTLT Board members Daria Koscinski, Kim McCabe, Linda McDougall and David Wake attended the 
2013 Ontario Land Trust Alliance (OLTA) conference held at the YMCA Geneva Park Conference 
Centre on Lake Couchiching, Orillia from October 9–11.  OLTA is the provincial umbrella group that 
supports regional land trusts through a variety of means including its Annual Gathering.  Session topics 
this year included biodiversity; invasive species; land trusts and the arts; storytelling and community 
engagement; and corporate sponsorship.  Participants left the conference renewed in their efforts in the 
cause of conservation.   
 
On November 6, 2013, TTLT hosted its annual Fall Speaker Series at the Wolf Auditorium (London 
Central Library).  Bryan Gilvesy, proprietor of the YU Ranch located near Tillsonburg, spoke to the 
topic of sustainable agriculture.  Bryan provided attendees with an overview of his operation which 
features Texas Longhorn cattle that are raised in a manner that respects and enhances the ecological 
integrity of the farm.   Features of the farm include a brook trout stream, a Carolinian woodlot, Tallgrass 
Prairie habitat and a bluebird trail.  Attendees also learned how the ALUS (Alternative Land Use 
Services) program supports farmers whose land use decisions provide a variety of environmental 
services including the provision of wildlife habitat. 
 
The month of November also saw two additional opportunities for TTLT members to support the work 
of the Trust.  On November 14, TTLT members shopping at Chapters (Wellington Road location) saw 
10% of the value of their purchases donated to TTLT as did patrons of Mountain Equipment Co-op on 
November 28.  TTLT is grateful to both companies for their support. 
 
In December of 2013, TTLT was pleased to learn that it had been approved for a grant from the London 
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Community Foundation (Beryl Ivey Fund for the Environment) for a social enterprise study.  The goal 
of the study is to determine how various social enterprise initiatives might assist the Trust in raising the 
funds necessary to fulfill its mandate.  A report will be issued in 2014. 
 
The long, dark days of February were brightened through a celebration of fine food and music at 
Mykonos Restaurant.  Approximately 40 people enjoyed a variety of Greek food and drinks as well as 
musical entertainment.  Over $700 was raised in support of TTLT’s work.  The evening was such a 
success that arrangements have already been made to host the 2015 edition on February 5. 
 
With twelve properties totalling approximately 1000 acres in its care, property management is playing 
an increasingly large role in the work of the Trust.  In 2013/14, TTLT volunteers dedicated hundreds of 
hours to property management activities. For some time, it has been recognized that a property 
management staff position would soon be necessary to support and coordinate the efforts of TTLT’s 
property management volunteers.  In March of 2014, the Trust hired Daria Koscinski as its first 
Conservation Property Manager.  Her responsibilities include the preparation and review of property 
management plans, species and habitat monitoring, and educational outreach.  The position was made 
possible by a generous legacy gift from the late Jane Bowles who formerly chaired the Trust’s Property 
Management Committee and coordinated much of the Trust’s stewardship activities. 
 
TTLT’s Annual General Meeting was held at the Upper UTRCA’s Watershed Conservation Centre. 
President Jim Rule reviewed highlights of the past year’s activities while Treasurer Gordon Saylor 
presented the financial report. Erin Carroll, David Daugharty, Al Driedger, Andre Lachance, Bill 
Maddeford, Mhairi McFarlane and David Wake were elected to the Board for two year terms 
commencing April 10, 2014.  Daria Koscinski stepped down from the Board to assume a staff position 
as Conservation Property Manager.  Governance Committee chair Dave Wake presented motions (duly 
approved) to ensure compliance with new federal legislation applying to not-for-profit corporations. 
Linda McDougall was recognized as incoming TTLT President.  Mary Kerr and Bernie VanDenBelt 
were presented with plaques to recognize their efforts as founding members of the Trust. Following the 
formal business portion of the meeting, TTLT Board member Mhairi McFarlane gave a fascinating 
overview of the research and restoration work being conducted by the Nature Conservancy on Pelee 
Island. 
 
In partnership with several individuals and organizations, the Trust held three photo exhibits in the 
spring of 2014 to enhance its profile within the region.  An exhibit at the London Central Library 
featured TTLT’s Meadowlily property.  Photo displays were also held at the Ingersoll Public Library (in 
April) and The Arts & Cookery Bank in West Lorne (April to June).  
 
TTLT was fortunate once again this year to secure funding for two summer student positions.  Drew 
Murphy and Kelly Gibson were employed as TTLT property stewards.  Their work included removing 
invasive species, mapping property features, maintaining trails and assessing species at risk. 
 
On May 31, 2015, thirteen cyclists gathered under favourable skies to participate in TTLT’s first Bike 
and Hike event.  Participants cycled from The Komoka Community Centre to TTLT’s Tiedje Woods 
property, then hiked the site before enjoying a well-deserved lunch.  Over $5000 was raised in support 
of TTLT’s work. 
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In the spring of 2014, TTLT was delighted to announce the donation of a remarkable tract of forest 
located within Skunk’s Misery, a Carolinian Canada Signature Site and one of Middlesex County’s most 
significant woodlands.  The Bebensee Tract was donated by Elaine Bebensee in honour of her late 
husband, Lloyd.  This 64-acre deciduous swamp forest features a variety of Carolinian tree species 
including Eastern Flowering Dogwood.  Several at-risk songbird species, including Acadian Flycatcher, 
Cerulean Warbler and Hooded Warbler are also reported to breed there.   The Bebensee Tract provides a 
critical link between two large forested tracts owned by the County of Middlesex and the Lower Thames 
Valley Conservation Authority.  The Trust is privileged to be entrusted with the care of this remarkable 
property that lies at the heart of the 3000-acre Skunk’s Misery Natural Area.  Stewardship Funding was 
generously donated by the Ursuline Sisters of Chatham.  A dedication ceremony was held on August 24, 
2014, with approximately 60 people in attendance. 
 
TTLT staff and volunteers celebrated their collective efforts at an appreciation night held at the 
Fanshawe Yacht Club on August 13, 2014.  After enjoying a barbecue dinner and catching up on 
summer news, many members took advantage of the opportunity to go sailing on Lake Fanshawe with 
Yacht Club members who generously shared their boats and sailing expertise.  A special thank you goes 
out to Linda McDougall for her efforts in organizing the event. 
 
Under the leadership of Presidents Jim Rule and Linda McDougall and supported by its capable staff 
(Suzanne McDonald Aziz, Julia Eastabrook, Dee Crilly and Daria Koscinski), the Trust enjoyed another 
banner year.  TTLT is grateful for the continued support of Nature London and its members in 2013/14.  
Nature London continues to support the work of TTLT through a variety of means including financial 
contributions to property securement campaigns and the profiling of TTLT events in The Cardinal.  We 
look forward to continued collaboration in the year to come. 

Bernie VanDenBelt, TTLT Liaison 
 
The Urban League of London Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
Since its establishment in 1969, the Urban League of London, a non-profit registered charity, acts as an 
umbrella organization for community groups in London.  It is composed of representatives from 21 
neighbourhood associations and 7 city-wide organizations as well as 9 individual members. 
 
The Urban League has served as a support network for its member associations for 42 years, offering 
information and resources so that they can effectively implement their own local initiatives. 
 
The Urban League gives the Green Umbrella Award annually to individuals who demonstrate 
community citizenship in London.  The 2014 Award Winner is Stephen Harding.   
 
The Green Brick Award is given annually to recognize developments that take community concerns into 
account at both the planning and development stages of a project.  The 2014 Award Winner was Unique 
Food Attitudes – 697 Dundas Street, London, Barb Czyz, proprietor. 
For the first time ever, the Ivey Award was presented to Joni Baechler, as an outstanding citizen in so 
many ways. 
 



 
 
 
 

30 
 

The Urban League meets on the last Thursday of the months September, October, November and 
January to May.  In June, the Annual General Meeting is held.  Meetings are held in Grosvenor Lodge, 
110 Western Road at 7 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend these meetings. 
 
For more information on the Urban League of London, where and how it is involved, go to 
www.urbanleague.ca . 

Gail McNeil 
 
Website & Facebook Annual Report 2013-2014 
 
In summer 2013 the new Nature London website, naturelondon.com, went live.  The new site 
incorporates many suggestions and requests from Nature London members.   A number of further 
upgrades and changes are planned for the coming year including implementing online membership 
payment, and integrating the website, Facebook, and email notifications.  Additional suggestions and 
comments are welcome.  
 
Our website continues to be hosted from the generosity of Ken and Gail Dimson through their company 
Cambrian Software. Thank you Ken and Gail for donating the computer resources, for your continued 
assistance, and for paying the domain fees.  Thanks also to Hugh Casbourn who has continued to 
provide advice as well as assistance with images for the website. 

Mady Hymowitz 
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AWARDS 2013-2014 
 
Conservation Award 
 
Swift Care Ontario 
David Crockett 
 
W. E. Saunders Award of Merit 
 
Gail McNeil 
 
Thank-you Award (Suncatcher) 
 
Blaine Prentice, Will Lyons, Sue Read,  
Jim Cushing, Chuck Sperlich, Sue Legeza 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS     2013-2014 
 
President                  Karen Auzins 
Past President                  Pete Read 
Vice-President                  Muriel Andreae 
Treasurer                  Eric Auzins 
Recording Secretary                 Bob McGee 
Birding Wing Chair                 Gail McNeil 
Cardinal Representative                 Roslyn Moorhead 
Cedarcroft Manager                 Herb Bax 
Conservation Liaison          Jack Blocker 
Indoor Meeting Co-ordinator      Carol Agocs 
Field Trips Co-ordinator                Rick Martin  
Director at Large                            Norm Corrin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS 2013/2014 
 
Archivists     Dave Wake, 

  Winifred Wake 
A/V technician                               Eric Auzins 
Birding Wing Program                  Dave Martin 
            Co-ordinator                                           
Brochure Producer     Ray Robertson 
Butterfly Count      Ann White 

Co-ordinator 
Chimney Swift Liaison                  Winifred Wake 
Christmas Bird Count     Pete Read 
Conservation Chair             Sandy Levin  
Cookie/Coffee Co-ordinator        Linda & Jim 
       Bristow 
(Acting) Editors, The Cardinal    Betsy Baldwin & 

   Hugh Casbourn 
E-mail Co-ordinator                       Gail McNeil 
Facebook Co-ordinator                  Mady Hymowitz 
Friends of the Coves     Daphne Lowe 
Sub-watershed Rep. 
Heritage Co-ordinator     Jim Cushing 
Manual Secretary                            Cathy Quinlan 
Membership Secretary      Ann Day 
Middlesex County Woodlands     Pete Read 

Advisory Committee 
Middlesex Stewardship     Cathy Quinlan 

Council 
Bird Migration Secretary               Pete Read 
Guide to the Natural Areas of        Jim & Roslyn 
London & Vicinity (Editors)          Moorhead 
Membership Database Support    Hugh Casbourn 
Nature in the City Co-ordinator     Pat Tripp 
Nature Line Co-ordinators    Bob McGee, 

   Gail McNeil, & 
   Rick Martin 

Ontario Nature Representative      Anita Caveney 
Publicity Administrator     Paul Nicholson 
Sales Co-ordinator     Ann Henderson 
Saunders Library Liaison    Pat Tripp  
Thames Talbot Land Trust    Bernie 
VanDenBelt      
Urban League of London    Gail McNeil 
Web Host      Ken Dimson 
Webmaster      Mady Hymowitz 
 
This annual report has been compiled by 
Karen Auzins, President 2013-2014 
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rI II 

Michael A. King 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

To the Board of Directors of 
Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Incorporated: 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London 
Ontario Incorporated 0/a Nature London as at August 31, 2014 and the statements of 
changes in net assets, operations and cash flow for the year ended August 31, 2014 and a 
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not for profit organizations 
and for such internal control as management determines necessary to enable the preparation of 
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 

My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. I 
conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that I comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform an audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's 
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
entity's internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as 
evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for my qualified audit opinion. 

Michael A. King CA, CPA 383 Richmond Street Suite 502, London, Ontario N6A 3C4 



Basis for Qualification 

In common with many charitable organizations, the organization derives revenue from 
donations the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the 
records of the organization and we were not able to determine whether any adjustments might 
be necessary to membership and donation revenues, excess of revenues over expenses, assets 
and fund balances. 

Qualified Opinion 

In my opinion, except for the effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualification 
paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the organization as at August 31, 2014 and the results of its operations and the 
changes in its financial position for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian 
accounting standards for not for profit organizations. 

London, Ontario 
January 6, 2015 
	

MICHAEL A. KING, CPA, CA 
Licensed Public Accountant 
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MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Statement of Financial Position 

As at August 31 

2014 	2013 

Assets 

Current assets: 
Cash 
Accrued interest 
HST recoverable 
Prepaid expenses 

Capital assets, at cost (note 1) 
Real estate - CcdarcrofI property 

	

$ 10,070 	$ 	15,866 

	

616 	525 

	

3,365 	1,680 

	

717 	750 

	

14,768 	18,821 

	

23,125 	23,125 

Investments (note 2) 	 63,287 	61,792 

S 101,180 $ 103,738 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

Current liabilities- 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 	 $ 	3,389 $ 	3,385 

Net Assets: 
Unrestricted - General fund 	 74,666 	77,228 
Invested in capital assets 	 23,125 	23,125 

	

97,791 	100,353 

$ 101,180 $ 103,738 

Approved on Behalf of the Board: 

____________________ Director 	Director 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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'ICILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Statement of Changes in Net Assets 

Year ended August 31 

Invested in Unrestricted 2014 
Capital Assets General Total 

Balance, beginning of year S 	23,125 S 	77,228 S 100,353 
Excess (deficiency) of revenue 

over expenses for year - (2,562) (2,562) 

S 	23,125 S 	74,666 S 97,791 

Invested in Unrestricted 2013 
Capital Assets General Total 

Balance, beginning of year $ 	23,125 $ 	76,611 $ 99,736 
Excess (deficiency) of revenue 

over expenses for year - 617 617 

$ 	23,125 $ 	77.228 $ 100,353 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

General Fund 

Statement of Operations 

Year ended Auust 31 

2014 2013 

Revenues: 
General membership fees S 	10,240 	$ 10,630 
Charitable donations - Other 8,160 5,738 
Banquet sales 5,030 5,327 
Interest on term deposits 1,687 1,553 
Sales of books, guides,cards, etc. 1,265 1,213 
Charitable donations - Conservation 843 40 
Long Point Birdathon 833 480 
Bequests - 11,000 

28,058 35,981 

Operating Expenses: 
Office expense and printing 4,794 2,824 
Cardinal expenses 4,270 4,868 
Banquet expenses 49178 4,509 
Audit fees 3,222 3,742 
Insurance 739 721 
Cost of cards, publications, etc. 230 868 
W.E. Saunders award 100 - 

17,533 17,532 

Other expenses: 
Donations (page 6) 6,300 11,800 
Project expenses (page 7) 2,178 150 
Cedarcroft property expenses (page 7) 2,077 3,409 
Indoor meetings (page 7) 1,755 1,682 
Affiliation fees (page 6) 622 572 
Bird and Butterfly count expenses 155 182 
Conservation - 37 

13,087 17,832 

Total expenses 30,620 35,364 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses for the year S 	(2,562) 	$ 617 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

General Fund 

Schedule of Expenses 

Year ended August 31 

2014 2013 

Donations: 
Ontario Nature S 5,000 $ 300 
W.E. Saunders Library 600 600 
W.E. Saunders Children's Library 400 400 
Wildlifer Preservation Canada 100 - 
Memorial 100 200 
Bird Studies Canada 100 - 
Thames Talbot Land Trust - 10,000 
Upper Thames River Conservation - 300 

S 6,300 S 11,800 

Affiliation fees: 
Ontario Nature S 347 $ 297 
Thames Talbot Land Trust 100 100 
Nature Canada 75 75 
Urban League 50 50 
Carolinian Canada 50 50 

$ 622 $ 572 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 



MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

General Fund 

Schedule of Expenses (continued) 

Year ended August 31 

2014 21 013 

Cedarcroft Property Expenses: 
Grounds maintenance $ 1,535 $ - 
Building maintenance 483 - 
Insurance 46 109 
Property tax 13 19 
Maintenance - 3,281 

S 2,077 $ 3,409 

Indoor Meetings: 
Speaker S 1,199 $ 1,125 
Room rental 556 557 

S 1,755 $ 1,682 

Project expenses: 
150th Anniversary S 2,103 $ - 
Leaders fee for field trips 75 - 

Feeding Birds at Environment Centre - 150 

$ 2,178 $ 150 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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MCIL WRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Statement of Cash Flow 

Year ended August 31 

2(114 2013 

Cash from operating activities: 
Excess of revenue over expenses S 	(2,562) $ 617 

Net changes in non-cash working capital: 
Restricted cash (1,495) (6,316) 
Accounts receivable (91) (45) 
HST recoverable (1,686) (223) 
Prepaid expenses 33 (65) 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 5 (930) 

Cash flows from operating activities (5,796) (6,962) 

Increase (decrease) in cash position during the year (5,796) (6,962) 
Cash position, beginning of year 15,866 22,828 

Cash position, end of year S 	10,070 	$ 15,866 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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NICILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

August 31. 2014 

Purpose of the Organization 

The Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Incorporated was created to 
acquire and disseminate knowledge of natural history, to conserve wildlife and to 
protect natural habitat, to stimulate public interest in and understanding of nature 
and its protection and preservation, and, to develop and sponsor special interest 
groups in the various fields of natural history. 

Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Incorporated is incorporated under 
the Ontario Corporations Act as a not-for-profit organization and is exempt from 
taxes on its income under the provisions of the Income Tax Act. This organization 
is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act. 

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies: 

These financial statements of Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario 
Incorporated have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards 
for not for profit organizations and, in the opinion of management, are within 
reasonable limits of materiality and within the framework of the accounting policies 
summarized below: 

Fund Accounting: 

Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Incorporated follows the 
restricted fund method of accounting for contributions. 

The General Fund: 

The General Fund accounts for the organization's program delivery and 
administrative activities. This fund reports unrestricted resources. 

Contributed Services: 

Volunteers contribute time to assist the corporation in carrying out its services. 
Because of the difficulty of determining their fair value, contributed services are 
not recognized in the financial statements. 



MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 

August 31, 2014 

Revenue recognition: 

Restricted contributions related to general operations are recognized as revenue 
of the General Fund in the year in which the related expenses are incurred. All 
other restricted contributions are recognized as revenue of the appropriate 
restricted fund. 
Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue of the General Fund in the 
year received or receivable if the amount to be received can be reasonably 
estimated and collection is reasonably assured. 
Investment income is recognized as revenue of the General Fund on the accrual 
basis as earned. 

Use of Estimates: 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian accounting 
standards for not for profit organizations requires management to make 
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amount of assets and 
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements and the reported amount of revenues and expenses during 
the reporting period. Actual results could differ from these estimates. These 
estimates are reviewed periodically, and, as adjustments become necessary, they 
are reported in earnings in the period in which they become known. The most 
significant estimate in these financial statements is accruals for services rendered 
but not yet invoiced. 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents consists of the bank balances that are available for 
general use. Restricted cash and investments are excluded. 

lulls 



MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 

August 31, 2014 

1. Capital Assets: 

Purchased real estate is recorded at cost. Contributed capital assets are recorded at 
fair market value at the date of contribution The organization does not derive 
income from its capital assets, specifically land, accordingly amortization is not 
recorded in the amounts. 

2. Investments: 

As of August 31, 2014, the following guaranteed investment certificates, were held 
for general purposes. 

2014 	2013 

Term Deposits: 
2.25%, maturing May 22, 2017 
2.25%, maturing May 22, 2017 
2.10%, maturing January 17, 2015 
1.95%, maturing May 22, 2016 
3.25%, maturing April 1, 2016 
2.85%, maturing April 1, 2015 
1.95%, maturing May 22, 2016 
2.375%, maturing May 22, 2014 
2.375%, maturing May 22, 2014 
1.60%, maturing May 22, 2014 
1.60%, maturing May 22, 2014 

Shares in Libro Financial 

$ 	16,038 	$ 15,685 
14,660 - 
12,019 11,771 
5,999 5,884 
5,504 5,331 
5,440 5,290 
2,999 2,942 

- 5,819 
- 2,909 
- 2,817 
- 2,817 

628 527 

$ 63,287 $ 61,792 

I. 



MCILWRAITH FIELD NATURALISTS OF LONDON ONTARIO 
INCORPORATED 
0/A NATURE LONDON 

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued 

August 31, 2014 

3. Financial instruments: 

The fair values of the organization's financial current assets and liabilities, 
including cash, accounts receivable and accounts payable are approximately equal 
to their carrying value due to their short-term maturity dates. 

Financial instruments classified as held-to-maturity are financial assets with fixed 
or determinable payments and fixed maturities that the organization's management 
has the positive intention and ability to hold to maturity. These assets are initially 
recorded at fair value and subsequently carried at fair value which equals cost. In 
these financial statements, Guaranteed Investment Certificates have been classified 
as held-to-maturity. 

Unless otherwise noted, the organization's financial instruments do not expose the 
organization to significant interest, current or credit risk. 
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