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                                     A Brief History of Nature London

The origins of Nature London go back to 1864.  In that 

year, William Saunders, a local druggist, and a 

number of his contemporaries organized the London 

Branch of the Entomological Society of Canada.  The 

study and collection of insects was a popular hobby 

during Victorian times and the society flourished.  In 

fact, interest was so strong that, for several decades, 

London functioned as the entomological capital of 

Canada. 

 

In 1890, the Entomological Society broadened its 

interests to include other branches of natural history.  

Accordingly, sections devoted to botany, ornithology, 

geology, and microscopy were organized.  These 

prospered for a time, and meetings, field trips, and 

collecting expeditions were held to study insects, 

plants, birds, and fossils.   

 

William E. Saunders, son of William Saunders, was 

the founding president of the ornithological section 

and was to remain its driving force and most 

prominent member until his death in 1943.  In 1902, 

the ornithological section changed its name to the 

McIlwraith Ornithological Club, to honour Thomas 

McIlwraith of Hamilton, the foremost ornithologist in 

Ontario at the time.  The new name was first used by 

the club in 1903. 

 

By 1904 interest had waned, and all four sections – 

botany, ornithology, geology, and microscopy – had 

ceased active operation.  Two years later, the parent 

Entomological Society moved its headquarters to 

Guelph.  For a number of years London had no 

organization that met formally in the cause of natural 

history, though members of the ornithological section 

continued to associate, go on field trips, and maintain 

bird records.  

 

London’s annual Christmas Bird Count – first 

organized in 1909 by two local school boys – 

eventually came under the auspices of the McIlwraith 

group.  Today it stands as the longest continuously 

running count in Canada.   

 

The only branch of the Entomological Society to 

survive the decade-long hiatus of meetings was the 

McIlwraith Ornithological Club.  Reorganized in 

1915, it has met continuously ever since.  In 1965 its 

name was changed to the McIlwraith Field Naturalists 

to reflect an expanded interest in all aspects of natural 

history.  A constitution was adopted in 1970 and the 

society was incorporated in 1972.   In 2009, in order to 

update its public image, MFN changed its common 

name to Nature London while retaining as its business 

name The McIlwraith Field Naturalists of London 

Ontario Incorporated. 

 

In its early years the revived club met in a variety of 

locations including members’ homes, the Collegiate 

Institute, Normal School, YMCA, and London Life.  

In 1940 it began meeting in the “new” library at 305 

Queens Avenue, where it remained for 56 years.  In 

1996 the meeting place moved east on Queens to 

First-St Andrews Church, and in 1998 to the Civic 

Garden Complex on Springbank Drive, which is the 

current venue. 

 

For many years meetings focussed around films, slides 

and discussions of birds, with a gradually increasing 

interest in other species and also in conservation 

issues.  Field trips were, and continue to be, held on a 

regular basis.  A quarterly publication, The Cardinal, 

first appeared in 1951.   

 

At various times over the years, the club sponsored 

Audubon film nights, a non-credit course in natural 

history at Fanshawe College, a junior naturalists’ 

group, Trees for London (which promoted the planting 

of native trees and shrubs), and local and regional 

reptile and bird research and protection initiatives.  

Several times the club has hosted conferences of its 

national and provincial affiliates – the Canadian 

Nature Federation in 1974 and 1990, and the 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1962 and 1981.   

 

A conservation committee was established in 1966 

and an archives in 1967.  Nature London’s nature 

reserve, Cedarcroft, located near Delaware, was 

officially opened in 1983.  A Birding Wing, for those 

particularly interested in birds, began meeting in 1988.  

In 2000, a group of MFN members set up the Thames 

Talbot Land Trust, which maintains close links with 
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Nature London although it is now an independent 

organization.   

 

A highlight of Nature London’s year is the annual 

Conservation Awards banquet.  The club conducts the 

London Christmas Bird Count each December.  The 

popular Guide to the Natural Areas of London and 

Vicinity, edited by Shirley Lorimer and first published 

in 1995, is now in its fourth edition (2007).  Nature 

London’s Information Line (519-457-4593) and 

website (www.naturelondon.ca) keep members and 

others informed of nature sightings and club activities.  

Nature London representatives sit on several advisory 

committees that work to protect various natural areas 

and parks. 

 

Initiatives spearheaded by individual Nature London 

members include Project Peregrine (which monitored 

London’s downtown falcon family for years), the 

Skunk’s Misery Butterfly Count (held annually in 

July), London SwiftWatch (which promoted Chimney 

Swift conservation and monitoring for several years) 

and Nature in the City (an annual six-lecture series 

presented with the cooperation of the London Public 

Library).   

                                                                     

                                                                                                                                  Winifred Wake

 

 

******************************************************************************************                                 

                           REPORTS OF DIRECTORS, APPOINTEES, COMMITTEES and OTHERS                                                                       

President’s Report  
 

It was an honour and a privilege to serve as President 

of Nature London for the 2012-2013 year and to have 

the opportunity to work with a most capable board of 

directors and a most dedicated group of volunteers 

serving in various appointed positions.  Looking back 

over this year so much has been accomplished it 

would not be feasible to mention them all here.  So for 

this report I will focus in on two main initiatives that 

were undertaken by the board this year which should 

help insure the continued good governance and 

smooth running of the club.    

 

At one of the first board meetings of the year Director 

Carol Agocs proposed that a strategic planning 

process be implemented so that Nature London 

members could have the opportunity to suggest 

changes that would strengthen the club and provide 

direction for the next five to 10 years.  The last such 

session was held in 2000 so the board agreed it 

certainly seemed time for this to be done again.  Carol 

along with Roslyn Moorehead, Muriel Andreae and 

Jenna Allain formed the Strategic Planning 

Committee.  They prepared and sent out to all the 

members a questionnaire addressing key issues and 

asking for input and they put all the plans in place for 

a workshop to be held in October with the goal to have 

the results of that workshop and the input from the 

questionnaire to be presented at the 150th anniversary 

kickoff meeting in January 2014. 

 

Succession planning is always important but it proved 

to be even more so this year.   The nominating 

committee, consisting of Anita Caveney, Betsy 

Baldwin, Gail McNeil, Pete Read and chaired by 

myself had a very big hole to fill.  Hugh Casbourn and 

Betsy Baldwin wished to step down from being the 

editors of The Cardinal after doing an extremely fine 

job for almost 9 years.  After many meetings with the 

Cardinal Editorial Committee and with the nominating 

committee and with the help of Philip McLeod, former 

editor-in-chief of The London Free Press and  past 

editor of The Londoner a plan was put in place to 

institute section editors with Hugh and Betsy 

remaining at the helm to guide the new team for the 

coming year.   Muriel Andreae joined the board in 

early 2013 as director at large and agreed to be the 

Vice President for the coming year.  Ray Robertson 

volunteered to take on the job of club brochure editor 

and Mady Hymowitz took on the job of webmaster. 

 

In the coming year the results of the Strategic Plan 

will be key in providing direction for the club for the 

years ahead.  Succession Planning will remain an 

important focus with the goal of not only finding 

replacements for positions vacated but also putting 

http://www.naturelondon.ca/
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methods in place to guide nominating committees in 

future years.  

 

Karen Auzins 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

Archivists’ Report  
 

Acquisitions: Items deposited in the Nature London 

archives during the year included photographs, 

newspaper clippings and club documents.  These were 

catalogued under Accession Numbers 697 to 706.   

Professional development: On October 13, 2012, D. 

Wake attended “Advanced Preservation of 

Photographs.”  This all-day workshop, offered by the 

Archives Association of Ontario (AAO), provided 

hands-on instruction on the proper care and storage of 

photographs within archives.  Both D. and W. Wake 

maintained membership in the Southwestern Ontario 

Chapter of the AAO (SWOC), learning through 

networking, attendance at SWOC gatherings and tours 

of other archives.   

Purchase of acid-free storage containers: Three 

hundred file folders and 15 document boxes were 

purchased at a cost of $444.69.  This is a first step in 

bringing the NL archives in line with accepted 

archival storage standards. 

UWO student project: During March and April of 

2013, three students in archival studies carried out a 

course project in the NL Archives, under the 

supervision of Lutzen Riedstra of UWO.  This is the 

fourth year students have been systematically 

assessing the contents of the Nature London archives, 

preparing standardized descriptions of the holdings, 

and making recommendations for organizing materials 

into series.  This year, for the first time, the students 

also began the process of physically reorganizing the 

fonds into series, so that like materials are stored 

together (e.g., all minute books are in one place rather 

than scattered among numerous boxes).  Documents 

so transferred were placed in new acid-free containers. 

Requests for information: A request from a Toronto 

researcher seeking information on one-time Chatham 

naturalist Effie Lafferty was addressed.  Other 

requests came from NL members and were largely 

related to the club’s upcoming 150th anniversary 

celebrations in 2014: 

 Archival search and compilation of 

information in support of a possible 

anniversary play. 

 Search of minutes (from 1864 on) and meeting 

notices (from 1930s to 1970s) to compile list 

of historic NL field trips. 

 Search of photos in archives and other sources 

for use in November 2013 Cardinal.   

Nature London’s 150th anniversary: The archivists are 

serving on NL’s 150th anniversary committee, chaired 

by Sue Read.  Some of the roles they undertook up to 

August 31, 2013 are 

 Liaising with Museum London regarding an 

exhibit slated for 2015. 

 Liaising with London Public Library regarding 

possibility of an historic plaque. 

 Liaising with Mt Pleasant Cemetery regarding 

planting of heritage tree(s). 

 Co-organizing (with Carol Agocs) anniversary 

lecture by John Riley in March 2013. 

Winifred and David Wake 

 

 

Birding Wing Report 

 

Birding Wing meets on the 4th Friday evening of 

October, November, January , February and March.  

We  traditionally share the September meeting with 

the regular Club meeting.  Rob Keen, CEO, Trees 

Ontario spoke on how poor environmental conditions 

contribute to the risk factors of a wide array of health 

issues, and how forest restoration can positively 

impact the health, well-being, and productivity of 

current and future generations.   

In October Pete and Sue Read shared their trip to 

Borneo: Island of Wonder.  November, Sue Southon, 

once again showed her wonderful picture adventure of 

Spirit Bears of the Great Bear Rain Forest.  In January, 

Josh Vandermeulen told of his adventures in doing a 

Big, Big Year in Ontario.  In February, David Okines, 

Banding Station Master at the Prince Edward Point, 

summarized the highlights of the banding program.  

Garth Casbourn spoke in March about how geo-

trackers can tell us where Wood Thrushes from two 

different areas of Ontario end up for the winter.  
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Many outdoor events were planned and well-attended 

through the year.  There were hikes covering Hawk 

Cliff, our Environmentally Sensitive Areas here in 

London, many walks along the Thames River and  

Fanshawe Conservation Area.  Trips further afield 

were taken to Kettle Point, Aylmer Wildlife 

Management Area, Long Point, Hullet Provincial 

Wildlife Area and a birding weekend on the Bruce 

Peninsula.  Reports of these outings can be found in 

The Cardinal.  Thank you, Rick Martin for all your 

work planning these outdoor events. 

Several of our members are involved in various 

birding activities in Middlesex County throughout 

spring, summer and fall.  Marsh Monitoring, Breeding 

Bird Surveys and Chimney Swift monitoring are being 

carried out.  In May, the “The Cardinals”, our official 

Nature London representatives, participated in the 

Baillie Birdathon bringing in donations for Bird 

Studies Canada and our own Club, Nature London.  

Many thanks to Ted and Ann Henderson, who have 

participated in the Baillie Birdathon for 20 years, and 

to those who did their own birdathons to support our 

Club. 

December 15th, 2012 was Nature London’s 104th 

Christmas Bird Count.  We had 35 teams involving 

more than 89 field workers and 21 feeder watchers 

counting on that day.  There were 77 species found 

and over 20,000 birds counted.  At 5 p.m. the greatest 

“Potluck Supper” ever was held.  Thanks go to Joan 

Taylor and Sue Read for organizing the meal and to 

Ann Henderson and Mary Dalgleish for organizing the 

kitchen. 

On February, 2012 some of our members participated 

in the Great Backyard Bird Count.  Nature London, 

once again retained their Ontario Crown for the most 

checklists submitted - reporting 55 species.  London 

was also the GBBC Cardinal Capital of Ontario.  

Thanks goes to Hugh Casbourn for co-ordinating the 

GBBC. 

The Yahoo Listserv for Middlesex, Elgin and Oxford 

counties continues to grow.  Individuals post 

interesting sightings of birds, butterflies, dragonflies, 

etc.  Members are kept up-to-date through the listserv 

as well as Nature London’s Information Line, which is 

being monitored by Bob McGee, Rick Martin and Gail 

McNeil. 

Pete Read continues to keep track of the Middlesex 

bird records.  Many thousands of sightings were 

collated by him and he made reports made to The 

Cardinal and The American Birding Association.  

Thanks Pete for all that it takes to do this job. 

M.N.R. reported a nesting pair of Peregrine Falcons, 

again this year, but no baby chicks appeared.  There 

have been no baby falcons for several years. 

My thanks to Dave Martin and Pete Read for keeping 

our Birding Wing meetings interesting and exciting.  

A big job and much appreciated.  Also, thank you goes 

to Eric Auzins for his help setting up the equipment.    

 Gail McNeil 

____________________________________________ 

 

The Cardinal Report  
 

Nature London published four issues of The Cardinal, 

in November 2012, and February, April, and August 

2013.  The M & T Printing Group did the printing.  

Between 450 and 475 copies of each issue were 

printed, similar numbers per issue as were printed in 

the previous years.  As in the previous year, the 

February issue was an unusually long 52 pages, and 

each of the other issues was 48 pages.  Reminders to 

those who had not renewed their membership were 

mailed with the November issue.  Renewal and 

volunteer forms were mailed with the August issue, as 

well as a survey developed by Nature London’s 

strategic planning committee.  

 

Most Cardinals go to club members, but there are also 

complimentary copies sent to organizations (mainly 

other naturalists’ groups) and London Public Library 

branches, and a few copies given to individuals and 

organizations on a promotional basis. 

 

Thanks go to Nature London members, as well as 

some non-members, who submitted articles, reports, 

artwork, photos, or ideas to The Cardinal during the 

year.  Many people were very generous in making 

their work available to us.  The Cardinal is completely 

dependent on these contributions, and we are very 

grateful for the large amount of time and effort given 

by so many.  Not all contributions can be used 

immediately; many, especially photos, are saved for 

future use. 

 

Cardinal editorial committee members were Barbara 

Bain, Anita Caveney, Jack Lorimer, Roslyn 
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Moorhead, and Winifred and Dave Wake, as well as 

ourselves.  Roslyn Moorhead was the Cardinal 

committee representative on the Nature London 

Board.  Thanks to committee members for writing, 

researching, proofreading, providing illustrations, and 

discussing and offering advice on all aspects of The 

Cardinal.  Thanks go as well to Ann Day, Shirley and 

Denzil D’Mello, and Don Perrie, for looking after the 

mailing of each issue of The Cardinal. 

 

Editorial committee membership is in the process of 

changing.  Shirley Lorimer retired from the committee 

at the beginning of the 2012/2013 year, but not before 

preparing her 25th index to The Cardinal for the 

November 2012 issue.  At the end of the year, 

Winifred and Dave Wake and Anita Caveney retired 

from the committee, each after more than 20 years as 

members.  At the beginning of the 2012/2013 year, we 

said that we would like to retire as editors at the end of 

the year.  The club’s nomination committee looked for 

new editors and, while no one was found to take over 

the entire job, four new section editors agreed to begin 

work in the 2013/2014 year. 

 

 Betsy Baldwin and Hugh Casbourn, editors 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Cedarcroft Report  
 

We began the year with a potluck which had been 

scheduled for Saturday Sept. 8th but due to rain was 

rescheduled to Sept 15.  Eleven Nature London 

members and guests walked both the Beech Tree 

Lookout and the trail to the Thames River. Thanks to 

Gail McNeil and Jack Mayo we were able to identify 

the majority of plant and tree species that we 

encountered. The sun shone and a slight breeze made 

the outing on the trails enjoyable.   

In November the overflow drain on the pond was 

replaced. For more than 2 years the water from the 

pond had been draining out through a rotted section of 

the drain at the bottom of the standpipe.  This had 

resulted in the high water line being about 4 feet 

below where it should have been.  Without the 

maximum amount of water in the pond at the end of 

the spring the remaining water dried up very quickly. 

 

A new pipe was inserted in the old culvert and a new 

standpipe was installed.  The drain side of the levee 

was also re-graded and covered with rocks to help 

prevent the whole area from eroding into the creek. 

 

 A new trail map has been drawn up (thank you 

Wayne and Ray) and copies made available at the 

cabin. 

 

 A large maple tree close to the neighbour’s house that 

had broken off during a wind storm had to be 

completely cut down and cut up to eliminate the 

danger it posed.  

 

We had to cancel the scheduled Cedarcroft spring 

clean-up day from Saturday April 20  to Saturday, 

May 4, 2013.  However a lot more was accomplished 

than planned because of the fifteen wonderful 

volunteers that came out.  Garbage that had 

accumulated over the years behind the shed was 

trucked to the dump, a dying ash tree removed, the 

ladies who came out made an incredible effort at 

pulling out Garlic Mustard and several of the men 

cleaned up piles of branches.  Of special note a thank 

you to the teenagers who were able to complete 

several hours of their Community Volunteer Hours at 

Cedarcroft.  

 

A special thank you to Jeff  Paul and his son Alex who 

live across the road from Cedarcroft who have kept 

the picnic area in front of the cabin trimmed this 

summer.  And as usual a sincere thank you to the 

volunteers and Cedarcroft Committee members who 

kept our “little paradise” in shape this past year.  

 

Respectfully submitted  Herb Bax  

  

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Chimney Swift Liaison Report  
 

This report covers the period Nov 1/12 to Oct 31/13 

and summarizes activities carried out by or under the 

auspices of Nature London’s Chimney Swift Liaison 

during the reporting period. 
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(continued next page) 

 

Education/Outreach 

 Updated and posted educational documents on 

swifts on Nature London’s website. 

 Made presentation, set up display at high 

school environmental symposium, Nov 27/12. 

 Attended King’s College media event as swift 

expert, Sep 10/13. 

 Provided video clip (taken by D. Wake) to 

Discovery Channel, aired Nov 2012. 

 Responded to requests for information related 

to swifts. 

 Prepared photo collage of swift chimneys for 

Gallery Painting Group show.  

 Prepared articles and reports on swifts for 

various purposes / publications. 

 

Monitoring / Data Collection 

 Recruited, trained and supported volunteer 

monitors for >150 person nights. 

 At request of BSC, organized 7 spring and 

summer blitz nights (at 4 chimneys). 

 Organized 4 fall blitz nights (at 8, 9, 7 and 6 

chimneys). 

 Organized coverage for 2 Swift Night Out 

weekends (6 and 12 chimneys). 

 Prepared reports for participants, submitted 

data to BSC, MNR, etc, as appropriate. 

 Searched for previously unidentified active 

swift chimneys (3 new sites identified). 

 Researched/compiled historic swift records 

for Pete Read for NL bird records database. 

Conservation 

 Made representation to City Hall, MNR, 

CWS and 3 area MPs regarding protection for 

swift habitat in relation to 4 development 

and/or demolition proposals. 

 Submitted comments under EBR requesting 

provincial Endangered Species Act be 

enforced, not weakened, re Chimney Swift 

habitat protection. 

 Along with NL Conservation Committee, 

met with Deb Matthews May 17/13 urging that 

proposed regulations to significantly weaken 

provincial ESA not be implemented. 

 Assisted rehabilitation facilities (2 local, 1 

from Quebec) in determining suitable London 

sites for Common Nighthawk and Chimney 

Swift releases. 

 

During the year, NL swift liaison put in more than 300 

hours of volunteer time.  Additional hours were put in 

by other volunteers: Barry and Joan Attridge, Betsy 

Baldwin, Garth Casbourn, Brenda Currie, Lucas 

Foerster, Gail McNeil, Olga Nemeroski, Wendy 

Russell, Susanne Sutherland, Ric and Sandy Symmes, 

Pat Tripp, Dave Wake, George and Margaret Wannan.   

 

(BSC = Bird Studies Canada, CWS = Canadian 

Wildlife Service, ESA = Endangered Species Act, 

EBR = Environmental Bill of Rights, MNR = 

Ministry of Natural Resources) 

  

                                                        Winifred Wake 

 

 

Conservation Report  
 

The following abbreviations are used in this report: 

CC = Conservation Committee 

ESA = Environmentally Significant Area 

CMP = Conservation Master Plan 

UTRCA = Upper Thames River Conservation 

Authority 

EEPAC = Environmental and Ecological Planning 

Advisory Committee 

 

This year’s Conservation Committee consisted of 7 

Nature London members: 

Sandy Levin, Chair; Anita Caveney, Will Lyons, 

Daphne Lowe, Roslyn Moorhead, and Jack and Susan 

Blocker. 

 

The CC met 4 times during the period of this report: 

November 27, March 5, May 21, and August 28. 

 

 Work Undertaken: The CC monitored numerous 

items and attended a variety of public meetings 

throughout the year.  In many cases, the CC initiated 

correspondence with the City of London, Provincial 



 

9 

 

and Federal Ministries, UTRCA and other groups or 

agencies for the purpose of stating the CC’s support, 

opposition or recommendations.  For some issues, 

comments were submitted to the Ontario 

Environmental Registry.   Issues monitored or 

addressed included: 

Komoka Provincial Park - 2010 Management Plan is 

not being implemented and the two-year review period 

has expired; contact with the new Park Superintendent 

was made and 2 letters of inquiry were submitted, but 

no update on the implementation or the review had 

been received as of August 31, 2013. 

 Sifton Bog ESA - the CMP Annual Community 

Meeting did not occur this year; results of the deer 

browsing study were in; hydrological monitoring has 

been ongoing but results were unavailable to the CC to 

date; reconstruction of the Oxford Street entrance was 

scheduled for completion in the fall of 2013. 

Westminster Ponds / Pond Mills ESA - the CMP 

Annual Community Meeting proceeded and was well-

attended; Western Counties Cultural Landscape Plan 

was passed by the City; trail construction has been 

proposed in the north end of the ESA where the 

threatened Eastern Meadowlark is known to reside. 

Meadowlily Woods ESA - Meeting on the progress of 

Phase 1 of the CMP held ; CMP outcomes are to 

develop an environmental strategy which will define 

management zones, areas for restoration and 

naturalization, and wildlife habitat zones; Phase 2 to 

begin in 2014; implementation of the CMP 

recommendations will be the most difficult part as the 

City is only slowly implementing the 

recommendations of the CMPs of other ESAs, namely 

Westminster Ponds and Sifton Bog; the Meadowlily 

Area Secondary Plan timeline is uncertain; a Walmart-

anchored development in the area is now unlikely. 

Medway Valley Heritage Forest ESA - A paved 

pathway through the north section of the ESA was 

approved by City Council despite recommendations 

from City staff and the CC, both of which supported a 

less-intrusive, lower-impact trail system; all public 

meetings on the Medway were attended by CC 

members, and comments were directed to the City's 

Ecologist Planner; the CMP for the south section of 

the ESA is underway. 

Thames Valley Corridor Plan - There has been no 

progress on the implementation of the TVCP since it 

passed City Council in December 2011; any projects 

will have to wait until the City's 2014 budget is 

established. 

Ontario Nature Alerts - the CC responded to several of 

Ontario Nature's Action Alerts including the requests 

to submit comments to the MNR on the draft 

Renewable Energy on Crown Land Policy and to 

express opposition to the proposed amendments to 

regulations under Ontario's Endangered Species Act 

2007.  The former prompted the CC to review 

background research on the effects of wind turbines on 

wildlife; the latter prompted the CC to arrange a 

meeting with Deputy Premier and London North 

Centre MPP Deb Matthews to urge her and her fellow 

Cabinet members not to support the amendments to 

the regulations under the Act.  Unfortunately, the 

Ontario government (Cabinet -only decision) 

approved the amendments. 

Southwest London Area Plan - City Council approved 

the Plan; forthcoming Environmental Assessments, 

which are mandated by the province for infrastructure 

projects such as roads, sewers and storm water ponds, 

will be of particular interest to the CC as they will 

affect significant woodlands and the East Lambeth 

Forest ESA; Environmental Impact Studies, which are 

triggered when a development is within a certain 

distance of a natural heritage system, have been 

carried out on some woodland patches or are currently 

underway; a public meeting in the spring was attended 

by the CC. 

The Coves ESA - fall public meeting and spring 

Annual General Meeting were attended by CC 

members; Phase 1 of the Coves ESA CMP has begun; 

a Coves CMP Advisory Committee is to be 

established;  there is no timeline for Phase 2 yet. 

Killaly Meadows ESA - comments about 

unnecessarily wide swaths of mowed grass beside the 

paved path have been sent to the City; the wooden 

staircase near Wakefield Crescent is to be replaced 

with a meandering path down the slope (the Trails 

Advisory Group was consulted about this). 

Encroachment Policy - City by-law staff have been 

enforcing the removal of the most egregious 

encroachments in all ESAs; City Council had adopted 

the "Return To Nature" policy with great enthusiasm but 

there has been no official update on its progress. 

Kains Woods - the proposed construction of a lookout 

that would have removed several trees has been deferred 

for now; the Trails Advisory Group is being consulted 



 

10 

 

about the construction of a small bridge in the ESA close 

to a planned condo development. 
Annual Meeting - the CC met with the City's Parks 

Planning staff and the UTRCA's ESA Management 

staff in the fall to discuss and submit comments on 

proposed projects in ESAs for the upcoming year(s). 

ESA Visits - The CC's planned visits to ESAs this 

year included Meadowlily Woods, Medway Valley 

North, Kains Woods, and Komoka Provincial Park. 

Conservation Award - The 2012 Conservation Award 

recipients were Stan and Anita Caveney; the names of 

potential recipients for the 2013 Conservation Award 

were discussed, chosen and sent to the Board for 

approval. 

City of London Official Plan Review - the CC 

submitted comments via ReThink London regarding 

the 5-year review of the City's Official Plan and for its 

vision for the future, specifically as it pertains to 

natural heritage. 

Hwy 401 Interchange Improvements - the CC has 

been keeping an eye on the Environmental 

Assessments as they pertain to the reconstruction of 

the interchanges at Hwy 401 and Veterans' Memorial 

Parkway, Highbury Avenue and Colonel Talbot Road. 

Other Business - Will Lyons has stepped down from 

his Board position as Conservation Committee Liaison 

effective August 31st; Jack Blocker has volunteered to 

take over the position commencing September 1st 

2013. 

Complete information on the above items is detailed in 

the CC meeting minutes. Selected details were 

published in the Conservation section of The Cardinal, 

flights 229, 230, 231 and 232. 

Will Lyons, Conservation Liaison, on behalf of the 

Conservation Committee 

___________________________________________ 
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FIELD TRIPS REPORT FOR 2011/2012.  Co-ordinator: Rick Martin 

    

       

 

Date Location Leader/s Duration # Weather Highlights 
 

Sept. 8/12 Cedarcroft Sue Read 3.5 hours 5 

cloudy but 

pleasant 

nature walk, walking stick 

insect sighting 

 

Sept.15/16,22

,23 

Hawk Cliff Rapter Viewing Laura Hathaway, 

Stan Caveney 

2 hours 35 sunny with 

cloudy  periods 

19 

6 species of Hawks  

Sept. 29*/12 Dingman Creek CA Gail McNiel 2 hours 18 sunny with 

cloudy periods 

   

Oct. 16/12 Warblers Woods C. Quinlan 2 hours 22 mostly cloudy 16 4 bird species, 9 tree 

speicies 

 

Oct. 13/12 Kilally Meadows ESA Part 

2 

Wil Lyons 2 hours 31 sunny, 18o 16 plant species, 6 bird 

species including a Pileated 

Woodpecker 

 

Oct. 20/12 Westminster Ponds Winnie & Dave 

Wake 

2 hours 28 cloudy, cool 15 bird species, 9 tree 

species including Witch 

Hazel in bloom 

1
1
 

Oct. 27/12 Kettle Point, Pinery PP I. Platt, J. Taylor 9.5 hours 15 sunny but cool    59 bird species seen  

Nov. 17/12 

Tour of AFAR C.Guglielmo, 

D.Sherry,AFAR 

2 hours 34 flurries , overcast 10 bird species 15 moss 

species 

 

Nov. 25/12 Sifton Bog ESA R. Martin 2 hours 28 sunny,12 10 bird species , insects  

Jan. 1/13 Springbank Park R. Martin 2 hours 50 partly sunny, cool 

-6o some flurries 

35 species  

Jan.19/13 Winter Birding along the 

St.Clair 

Cathy McCrae 8.5 hours 12 sunny cool over 45 species identified  

Feb. 16/13 Dorchester Mill Pond Rick Martin 1.5 hours 13 overcast, light 

easterly winds 4o 

10 bird species seen, learned 

about the history of the mill, 

evidence of beaver upstream 

 

Mar.10/13 Greenway Park Gail McNiel 1.5 hours 21 sunny mild 37 bird species  

Mar. 20/13 Aylmer WMA and Sewage 

Lagoons 

C. McCrae, Rick 

Martin 

2 hours 17 cool, cloudy,  28 bird species seen  
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Apr. 6/13 Aylmer, Walsingham, Long 

Point area 

I. Platt,  J. Taylor 8 hours 10 sunny breaks -3 - 

+10 calm 

72 bird species including 

White-fronted Geese and 4 

Sandhill Cranes 

 

Apr. 14/13  Hullett WMA C. McCrae 7.5 hours 21 cool wind, 10o 64 bird species  

Apr. 20/13 Cedarcroft Herb Bax 3.5 hours 15  sunny garlic mustard removal, ash 

tree removal, trails cleared; 

a number of plant species 

seen 

 

Apr. 23/13 

plus May 7 

Westminster Ponds Birding B Maddenford, G 

McNeil 

2 hours 31 sunny cool 55 species of birds  

Apr. 24/13 Woodcocks on the Thames Mike Dawdy 1 hour 28 mild evening lots of Woodcocks  

May 7/13 Coldstream CA Winnie & Dave 

Wake 

2 hours 28 cool sunny lots of spring ephemerals 

plus 28 bird species 

1
2

 

May 10-12/13 Birding on the Bruce C. McCrae 2 days 20 cold windy 

conditions 

60 species  

May 11/13 Meadow-woods Anita and Stan 

Caveney 

2.5 hours 19 13 degrees 

overcast 

22 bird species, 22 species 

of plants and trees 

 

May 15/13 Gibbons Park Pt Tripp 1.5 hours 27 21 degrees clear lots of spring wildflower 

and birds 

 

May 25/13 Below Fanshawe Dam Catthy Quinlan 1.5 hours 17 20 degrees clear lots of migrants and 

wildflowers 

 

May 25/13 Euston Park Mike Channon 2 hours 11 overcast then rain 

16 

20 bird species including a 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

 

June 5 2013 Sherwood Fox Arboretum Jane Bowles 1.5 hours 13 22 mild lots of tree species including 

Yew, butternut etc. 

 

July 7/13 Skunk's Misery A. White 11 hours 33 warm  60 butterfly species   
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Indoor Meetings Report  
 

This year’s indoor meetings heard a diverse, 

interesting and informative selection of speakers on 

nature topics, and attendance was excellent throughout 

the series.   

 

On September 28, Rob Keen, President of Trees 

Ontario, spoke about  “A Healthy Dose of Green”.  

Karen Auzins introduced Rob’s presentation about 

current programs to plant trees and enhance tree cover 

in southwestern Ontario, and Bonnie MacLachlan 

thanked our speaker on behalf of the 61 people 

present. 

 

Crystal Robertson, Stewardship Coordinator from the 

Toronto Zoo, told us about “Adopt-A-Pond 

Monitoring Programs: How You Can Help Turtles and 

Frogs.”  Crystal’s October 19 presentation informed us 

about how to identify various species of frogs and 

turtles, and about research and initiatives to track their 

numbers in various habitats and address threats to their 

survival.  Crystal handed out helpful information that 

was gratefully received by those interested in applying 

her teachings in the field.  She was introduced and 

thanked by Nature London’s friend of turtles, Will 

Lyons.  Seventy-four people attended. 

 

At the Awards Banquet on November 16, the keynote 

speaker was Ethan Meleg, a naturalist and 

photographer from Owen Sound, whose presentation 

was entitled “Confessions of a Crazed Nature 

Photographer.”  Ethan entertained the audience of  110 

with his spectacular photographs and entertaining 

stories of what it took to capture vibrant images of 

Ontario wildlife.  His passion for the natural world 

inspired many of us to want to get outdoors with our 

cameras.  Ethan was introduced by Carol Agocs and 

thanked by Barry Attridge. 

 

 At the January 18 meeting,  Peter Burke, 

distinguished bird artist and illustrator, spoke about 

“The Carolinian Forest Habitat: Preserving 

Biodiversity,” highlighting how human-induced 

changes in land uses, resource exploitation and land 

management practices have affected the habitats and 

well-being of bird species within the forest ecosystem.  

The audience numbered 89.  Karen Auzins introduced 

Peter and Bonnie MacLachlan thanked him. 

 

Dr. Jack Millar, Professor of Biology at Western 

University, spoke about “Beavers” on February 15, 

using interesting visuals to introduce us to beavers’ 

biology, their historical uses (it’s not just about fur!), 

and current issues in beaver-human interactions.  This 

popular topic drew an audience of 79.  Roslyn 

Moorhead introduced our speaker and Carol Agocs 

thanked him. 

 

At the March 15 meeting, Christine Dennis, a medical 

herbalist, presented an illustrated talk about the 

medicinal and health-related uses of plants, shrubs and 

trees that grow on or near her organic family farm in 

Port Burwell.  Her talk, “A Virtual Medicine Walk in 

the Carolinian Forest,” was richly illustrated, and 

introduced the audience of 90 to uses of beneficial 

plants that have too often been forgotten.  Christine 

was introduced by Bonnie MacLachlan and thanked 

by Muriel Andreae. 

 

Members’ Night, April 19, presented listeners with a 

diverse and fascinating selection of topics, including  

Sue Southon’s wonderful photos of tundra swans set 

to music; Gail McNeil’s talk on “My Gigantic Bird 

Bath,” about her back yard pond and its avian visitors;  

Hugh Casbourn’s introduction to the life cycle of a 

black swallowtail butterfly;  Jim Bristow’s music and 

photos depicting a pleasant stroll through Kiwanis 

Park and the south Trafalgar neighbourhood in 

London;  Stan Caveney’s naturalist’s cabin, the envy 

of any lover of the outdoors;  and  Karen Auzin’s 

updates on wild turkeys, nest building by yellow 

warblers, and other goings-on at the Auzins’ country 

property. 

  

  Thanks to Eric Auzins for working with all the 

speakers to ensure they had the AV support they 

needed, and to Karen Auzins for organizing the 

Members’ Night program.  Appreciation is due to 

Susan Legeza for coordinating the refreshments served 

at the indoor meetings, and to the volunteers who 

introduced and thanked each speaker and provided 

cookies and assistance with coffee and tea. 

 

Carol Agocs 

 

 

 ___________________________________________   
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London Advisory Committee on Heritage 

Report  

 
Built heritage is the most prevalent item on our 

agendas, below is a list of issues dealt with that 

had some relevance to natural heritage. 

  

. 

 

1.  Meadowlily Area Plan not yet complete.. 

 

2.  No progress on the Heritage Tree Program as 

of yet to report. 

 
  

3. Coves Sub watershed Plan Implementation 

Committee/ LACH Rep. - Issues from past 

years is still on the table. The development of 

the Ah So entrance to the Coves, trails 

planning for the east coves woods, the old 

paint factory site near the trailer park.  The 

entrance was to be started this summer but no 

work has been   

      done as of August 2013. 

4. A Cultural Heritage Designation has been 

proposed for the Meadowlily area and is being 

studied by the Stewardship Committee . 

5. A Landscape Heritage Designation for the 

Western County site by Westminster Ponds is 

proceeding. 

6. The introduction of pavement in the Medway 

Valley ESA is going ahead despite strong 

recommendations against it from EEPAC and 

LACH. 

 

 

                                        Jim Cushing 

____________________________________________ 

 

 Membership Report  
 

During 2012-2013 Nature London expanded to 386 

members. Our programs attract families, single 

households and retirees. A strong and active 

membership base contributes to and supports nature 

conservation in the Middlesex area. 

 

The computerized method of dealing with all aspects 

of the membership records has improved the accuracy 

of issuing membership cards and recording monies 

received. If the deposit slip doesn't match the 

computer record you have to find out why before you 

go to the bank with your deposit book! Hugh 

Casbourn and Ken Dimson have gone above and 

beyond the volunteer role in developing and managing 

the database. Without their expertise it wouldn't be 

possible to have the present efficient system. 

 

It has been another busy year and many thanks to 

Sharon Jorgensen who helps with processing the 

memberships at the meetings and takes over when I 

am away. 

 

Ann Day 

Membership Secretary 

 

____________________________________________  

Middlesex County Woodlands Advisory 

Committee Report  
 

We had two meetings between September 2012 and 

August 2013.  

 

Meeting of Thursday, October 18, 2012 

 

Prior to this meeting and after presentations by Jane 

Bowles representing the Committee and Dave Puttock 

of Silvicon, the next leg of the official Management 

Plan for County-owned woodlands for 2012-2016 was 

accepted by Middlesex Council. Discussions involved 

the following material. Various projects included 

completed a new culvert in the Patterson tract, 

assessing various woodlands under the silvi-cultural 

plan, and making an agreement with County of Elgin 

and Kettle Creek CA to jointly have a temporary 

Woodlands Conservation Officer for each other in 

case of absence. Debate about the Emerald Ash Borer 

led to some accepted motions pertaining to hazard 

trees. Debate was also held regarding an Interpretive 

Sign for Skunk's Misery and its associated parking 

area but no final decision was made. A facilitated 

workshop to discuss the areas of high conservation 

value was scheduled for the spring of 2013. This 

important meeting would bring more light on how to 

manage those sensitive forest areas. Jane Bowles and I 

put forth a motion which was passed, to send a letter 
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to the County Engineer to prevent roadside spraying 

along boundary roads to Middlesex Woodlands. 

Steve Evans, of the Middlesex Planning Office retired 

and thus left the Committee. 

 

Meeting of Thursday, April 18, 2013 

Discussion first centred on the Ash Borer problem and 

what money should be set aside to work on the issue. 

For various reasons the meeting for the Areas of High 

Conservation Value was put aside until the fall of 

2013. The parking area for the interpretive sign was 

postponed due to the nearby dead ash. Only in the 

southwestern section of the County would spraying 

not take place along the woodland roads, and only if 

"no spray" signs were installed. Good news in that 

Middlesex Council agreed to allow moneys raised by 

the management of woodlands be kept for its own 

management budget. John Trott told us of various 

ongoing management operations including tendering 

of various tracts. There were concerns over the Areas 

of High Concentration Value in the Clarke and 

Robinson tracts so I put forth a motion to wait until 

after the proposed fall meeting for that sub-committee 

before logging. Discussion of the endangered 

Dogwood ensued and it was again noted that the Vey 

and Moore tracts had some of the last remaining 

sustainable patches of this plant. 

Jane Bowles retired from the Committee  

 

                                                                       Pete Read 

              

 

Middlesex Stewardship Council Report  
 

The Middlesex Stewardship Council (MSC) settled 

into its first full year under a new partnership 

arrangement with the St. Clair Region Conservation 

Authority, after the Ministry of Natural Resources 

ceased supporting the stewardship program.  Staff 

from SCRCA act as technical advisors and to the 

council and are funded by a three-year Ontario 

Trillium Foundation grant for the Middlesex 

Landscape Strategy, focusing on the Upper Sydenham 

River watershed.  The Council is made up of 

volunteers representing different organizations 

including agriculture, environmental (Nature London), 

angling/hunting clubs and rural landowners.  

 

After promoting the value of stewardship projects and 

the grants available, several landowners applied for 

grants through the council and were successful.  The 

landowners received technical assistance from the 

participating conservation authority.   

 

Projects included tree planting along watercourses, on 

marginal farmland and in retired gravel pits, as well as 

wetland creation projects involving the construction of 

shallow ponds with native wildflower and tallgrass 

prairie plantings around them.  The council also 

supported the Children’s Water Festival.   

 

A new website was launched 

www.middlesexstewardship.ca to stand alone from the 

former MNR website, and to direct landowners to the 

various projects. 

 

A bus tour was held in July, taking participants to four 

completed landowner project sites in the Upper 

Sydenham watershed.  It was very useful for staff and 

prospective landowners to see completed projects and 

learn about their successes and any lessons learned.   

 

                                        Cathy Quinlan 

____________________________________________ 

 

Nature in the City Report 

 

The year 2013 marked the eighth annual Nature in the 

City lecture series.  This season proved to be the most 

successful yet.  Attendance ranged from 236 to an 

overflow crowd that filled the Wolf Performance 

Hall’s 370 seats and saw up to 100 additional people 

turned away at the door.  On four of the six evenings, 

the hall was at or close to capacity.  Average nightly 

attendance was an unprecedented 321. 

 

The success of the series is directly related to the 

quality of the lecturers, and this year’s speakers were 

exceptional.  The speakers and their topics were 

 Tom Purdy – Urban Beavers, January 15th 

 Jane Bowles – Ferns and their Allies, January 

22nd 

 Gail McNeil – Backyard Birds, January 29th 

 Will Lyons – Turtle Tales, February 5th 

 Kees Govers – Green Roofs, February 12th 

 Dave Wake – Westminster Ponds, February 

19th  

 

The ongoing collaboration of co-sponsors Nature 

London and the London Public Library has proven to 

be a most compatible partnership.  As usual, a 

committee from Nature London lined up the speakers, 

http://www.middlesexstewardship.com/
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organized the program, and wrote and distributed 

publicity materials (on the remarkably slim budget of 

$0.00).  Meanwhile, the library provided the venue, 

the audio-visual technician and printed the 

promotional flyers.  The media, particularly The 

Londoner, were especially helpful in spreading the 

word.  Other coverage appeared in Interrobang (the 

Fanshawe College student newspaper), and in Ian 

Gillespie’s column and The World Outdoors column 

in the London Free Press. 

 

The high numbers and enthusiasm of the audience can 

also be attributed to the extensive word-of-mouth 

marketing that has been growing over the years, 

underpinned, of course, by the reputation for excellent 

speakers and quality presentations.   

 

The core committee of Jenna Allain, Mady Hymowitz, 

Paul Nicholson, Leslie Rockwell, Pat Tripp (chair) 

and Winnie Wake received lots of support from other 

Nature London members including Betsy Baldwin, 

Hugh Casbourn and Dave Wake.  London Public 

Library staff Pat Sauve and Sara(sp?) Foster capably 

served as library liaisons.  

 

During the series, 19 people became Nature London 

members, thanks to the efforts of Bob McGee and Ros 

Moorhead, who staffed the club display.  Kathryn 

Carey was the lucky winner of the draw for a free 

Nature London membership.  Ann Henderson sold 

$434 worth of field guides and Guide to the Natural 

Areas of London & Vicinity.  Ann also collected 

donations of $45. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped make Nature in the 

City 2013 such a resounding success.   

 

Pat Tripp 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Ontario Nature (FON) Report  
 

Nature London members continue to attend all 

meetings of the Carolinian West Region of the Ontario 

Nature Network.  The meetings provide an 

opportunity for naturalists to share ideas and report on 

successes and failures of programs they have 

undertaken, as well as seek advice from the umbrella 

organization.  Ontario Nature representatives give an 

update on their conservation science programs, Nature 

Network, and educational programs.  The regional 

group may draft resolutions about issues of concern, 

and move and approve them before they are sent to 

Ontario Nature, which checks the wording carefully.  

Ontario Nature presents the resolutions to its 

membership for a vote at the AGM and, if approved, 

the resolutions are submitted to the Provincial 

Government.  Through these Network meetings, 

Nature London is able to keep abreast of regional and 

provincial matters relating to nature heritage. 

 

This year, regional meetings were hosted by Lambton 

Wildlife Inc. at the Urban Nature Centre in Sarnia on 

October 27, 2012 (Anita Caveney and Pat Tripp 

attended for Nature London), and by Essex County 

Field Naturalists at the Ojibway Nature Centre in 

Windsor on March 23, 2013 (Anita and Stan Caveney 

attended for Nature London).  At the March meeting, 

Anita Caveney was elected as the new Carolinian 

West Regional Director to succeed Anne McArthur.  

Full reports on these meetings were published in the 

February and August, 2013 issues of The Cardinal.  

 

Anita and Stan Caveney from Nature London attended 

Ontario Nature’s 82nd AGM and Gathering, 

Conservation Awards Ceremony, and a Wine and 

Cheese Reception at Ontario Nature’s Cawthra 

Mulock Nature Reserve on June 8, 2013.   They 

participated in the ‘Woodland Plants’ and the ‘Insects 

and Spiders’ bioblitzes.  At the AGM, Anita Caveney 

was confirmed as a new Regional Director for a 2-year 

term.  This was a one-day event and no banquet was 

held. 

 

At Ontario Nature’s suggestion, Nature London sent a 

letter to Prime Minister Stephen Harper on October 3, 

2012 to commend the Federal government for creating 

the Rouge National Urban Park (RNUP) in the Rouge 

Watershed.   The letter supported Ontario Nature’s 

request to the government to 1) ensure that the park be 

at least 100 square kilometres in size by adding more 

of the Greenbelt lands in North Pickering to the study 

area of 60 square kilometres, to allow a link between 

Lake Ontario and the Oak Ridges Moraine; 2) give 

priority to the protection and restoration of forest and 

wetland habitat to restore biodiversity, ecological 

health and water quality; and 3) ensure that Parks 

Canada strengthens the vision and goals of the existing 

Rouge Park Management Plan with a Natural Heritage 

System Plan for the RNUP. 
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No resolutions were moved by the Carolinian West 

Region for consideration at the 2013 AGM. 

 

 

Anita Caveney. 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Publicity Committee Report  
 

Local publications, radio and television outlets, and 

internet sites are the main venues used for the 

circulation of Nature London publicity. The Londoner, 

The London Free Press and new local publication, The 

London Community News have been particularly 

helpful in circulating Nature London information to 

the public on a daily and weekly basis. E-mail is most 

often used to communicate Nature London 

information in a timely fashion to the majority of these 

media outlets. Publicity flyers are distributed, usually 

on a bi-annual basis, for posting at local businesses 

and at the libraries of the London and Middlesex 

library systems. The Committee also circulates the 

majority of the bi-annual Nature London brochures, in 

consultation with Hugh Casbourn, the brochure 

creator. The Publicity Committee also assisted in the 

advertisement of the 2011 "Nature in the City" series. 

As of August 2012, Paul Nicholson will be Nature 

London’s Publicity Administrator. I will be resigning 

from the P.A. appointment and Sharon Lisson, my 

long-time publicity co-committee person, will also be 

stepping down. It has been great fun to work with 

Nature London to promote club events. Particular 

thanks to Sharon for all of her help!  

  

Leslie Rockwell,  Publicity Administrator 

____________________________________________ 

Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT)  
 

Following many months of hard work by TTLT staff 

and volunteers, the Trust launched its revamped web 

site in September of 2012.  The site has been designed 

to be both comprehensive and easy to navigate.  

Special posts regarding upcoming events can be found 

on the Home Page which is updated regularly.  

Supporters can also view posts for information 

relating to work days and their potential postponement 

due to inclement weather.  Interactive components are 

being added to the site which now permits supporters 

to become members or to make donations on-line.  

The site may be accessed at www.ttlt.ca or 

www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca. 

 

TTLT’s 8th Annual Fall Speaker event featured a 

presentation by Owen Williams entitled Invasive 

Plants: Responding to the Growing Problem.  

Approximately 150 people were on hand on 

November 14 to hear Owen’s wide ranging 

presentation which included an analysis of the 

economic impact of invasive species.  The talk was 

followed by a question and answer period with some 

in attendance surprised to learn that various species 

within their own gardens were, in fact, invasive. A 

wide range of literature and other free material was 

available for the taking. 

 

TTLT held a Members Night at the Mountain 

Equipment Co-op (MEC) store in London on 

November 26, 2012.  On this evening, the store’s 

hours were extended exclusively for the members of 

TTLT and one other organization.  Trust members 

enjoyed the opportunity to browse the store’s many 

offerings in a relaxed setting and also enjoyed a 10% 

discount on all purchases that day.  TTLT looks 

forward to future partnership opportunities with MEC 

as the two organizations hold many values and goals 

in common. 

 

The year 2012 also saw the completion of the Elgin 

Greenway Conservation Action Plan through the 

combined efforts of many groups including TTLT, 

Ontario Nature and the Carolinian Canada Coalition.  

This report identifies and prioritizes conservation 

activities to protect the natural heritage of Elgin 

County.  TTLT member Stan Caveney coordinated the 

Trust’s participation in this endeavour.  Arising from 

this project was a second document, Lake Erie Coastal 

Ravines, which was released in early 2013.  It 

prioritizes TTLT land securement activities along the 

Lake Erie shoreline, especially with regard to several 

significant ravine systems.  This document will 

support TTLT’s efforts to secure 1000 acres of habitat 

in this coastal landscape over the next two decades. 

 

TTLT’s 2013 Annual General Meeting was held on 

April 11 at the Upper Thames River Conservation 

http://www.ttlt.ca/
http://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/
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Authority’s new Watershed Conservation Centre.  

Attendees were treated to a tour of this remarkable 

facility and also shared in a meal prior to the meeting.  

During the AGM, President Jim Rule provided an 

overview of the year’s activities and Treasurer Gordon 

Saylor presented the financial statements.  Daria 

Koscinski and Kim McCabe were newly elected to the 

Board, while Jim Rule, Gordon Saylor, Linda 

McDougall and Carolyn McDonald were elected to 

another two year term.  Andy Kroeker and Ron Casier, 

departing members of the Board, were thanked for 

their many contributions.  A motion to amend TTLT’s 

Letters Patent to conform to new requirements of the 

Ecological Gifts Program was also approved.  

Following the formal portion of the meeting, Brenda 

Gallagher of the UTRCA spoke to the group about 

edible and medicinal wild plants.   

 

On Saturday, May 4, 2013, approximately a dozen 

TTLT supporters enjoyed a spectacular spring day 

hiking TTLT’s Joany’s Woods property.  The 

fundraising hike raised more than $17 000 to support 

the work of the Trust. Plans are already underway for 

next year’s hike to be held on May 3, 2014. 

 

Through funding from the 2013 Canada Summer Jobs 

program, TTLT was able to hire two recent Western 

University biology graduates, Katie Holman and 

Natalie Westwood, to assist with property stewardship 

activities at various sites.  Much of their efforts 

involved invasive species removal at the Trust’s Five 

Points Forest Driedger Tract. 

 

During the summer of 2013, TTLT lost a treasured 

friend and dedicated supporter with the passing of 

Jane Bowles.  Jane was a longtime member of TTLT 

and served as chair of its Property Management 

Committee.  She also contributed many articles to the 

TaTTLer newsletter and supplied numerous photos for 

events such as the TTLT AGM slide show.  Her 

expertise in botany and landscape restoration, among 

other areas, was an immeasurable asset to the work of 

the Trust.  Jane’s unique blend of knowledge, passion 

and humour left an indelible mark on those who knew 

her, and she served as an inspiration to many.  

Contributions to the London Community Foundation 

in memory of Jane will help to fund the stewardship 

work to which she was so committed. 

 

With eleven properties totaling nearly 1000 acres now 

under its care, property management activities occupy 

an increasing share of the Trust’s attention and 

resources.  During the fall of 2012 and the spring of 

2013, TTLT volunteers dedicated hundreds of hours to 

activities such as removing litter, maintaining trails, 

providing outdoor education and removing invasive 

species.  Stewardship activities are guided by the 

property management plan that is prepared for each 

site.  Stewards monitor each property and work days 

are held at various locations each spring and fall to 

implement various aspects of the management plan for 

a given site. 

 

Fundraising activities continued throughout 2012-13 

for the Trust’s latest property acquisition, Wardsville 

Woods.  This 50 acre site is part of the greater Skunk’s 

Misery Natural Area and contains a number of 

Carolinian species including Sassafras and Tuliptree.  

A dedication event will be held in the fall of 2013. 

 

TTLT is grateful for the continued support of Nature 

London, and we look forward to future partnerships in 

the cause of conservation. 

 
                                                    Bernie VanDenBelt 
________________________________________________ 
 

Urban League of London Report  
 

Since its establishment in 1969, the Urban League of 

London, a non-profit registered charity, acts as an 

umbrella organization for community groups in 

London.  It is composed of representatives from 21 

neighbourhood associations and 7 city-wide 

organizations as well as 9 individual members. 

The Urban League has served as a support network for 

its member associations for 42 years, offering 

information and resources so that they can effectively 

implement their own local initiatives. 

The Urban League gives the Green Umbrella Award 

annually to individuals who demonstrate community 

citizenship in London.  The 2012 Award Winner is 

Shawn Adamsson.   

The Green Brick Award is given annually to recognize 

developments that take community concerns into 

account at both the planning and development stages 

of a project.  The 2013 Green Brick Award was 

presented to Centretown Seniors Affordable Housing 

Project, 637 Dundas Street, Jens Stickling. 

The Urban League meets on the last Thursday of the 

months September to November and January to May.  

In June the Annual General Meeting is held.  Meetings 
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are held in Grosvenor Lodge, 110 Western Road at 7 

p.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend these meetings.   

For more information on the Urban League of 

London, where and how it is involved, go to 

www.urbanleague.ca  . 

 

                                                                Gail McNeil 

 

__________________________________________ 

.   

  

 

 

Website Report  
 

Our website continues to be hosted from the 

generosity of Ken and Gail Dimson through their 

company Cambrian Software. Thank you Ken and 

Gail for donating the computer resources and for 

paying the domain fees. 

During this year, the new Nature London website was 

developed by Mady Hymowitz and the website that 

had been in place for many years was taken down 

during the summer of 2013.  I would like to thank 

everyone who contributed to the old website over the 

years.  Providing content is always the biggest part of 

any website and many people came through with 

needed material in a timely fashion.  Thanks also to 

everyone who provided the photographs and 

illustrations that made the website visually appealing, 

or so I have been told. 

It has been a pleasure to do this part of the Nature 

London outreach and I wish Mady all the best during 

her tenure as webmaster.  It is off to a great start. 

                                                              Hugh Casbourn 

 

___________________________________________ 

http://www.urbanleague.ca/
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AWARDS 2012/2013 

 

 
 

Conservation Award 

 

Stan and Anita Caveney 

 

Thank-you Award (Suncatcher) 

 

Sharon Lisson 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS     2012/2013 

 

President                  Karen Auzins 

Past President                  Pete Read 

Vice-President                  vacant 

Treasurer                  Eric Auzins 

Recording Secretary                 Bob McGee 

Birding Wing Chair                 Gail McNeil 

Cardinal Representative                 Roslyn Moorhead 

Cedarcroft Manager                 Herb Bax 

Conservation Liaison          Will Lyons 

Co-Indoor Meeting Co-ordinator  Carol Agocs 

Director at Large                 Blaine Prentice 

Field Trips Co-ordinator                Rick Martin  
Director at Large (to Sept)             Sue Read 

Director at Large(from Jan)           Muriel Andreae 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 2012/2013 

 
Advertising Co-ordinator              Blaine Prentice 

Archivists     Dave Wake, 

  Winifred Wake 

A/V technician                               Eric Auzins 

Birding Wing Chair                       Gail McNeil 

Birding Wing Program                  Dave Martin 

            Co-ordinator                                           

Brochure Producer     Hugh Casbourn 

Butterfly Count      Ann White 

Co-ordinator 

Chimney Swift Liaison                  Winifred Wake 

Christmas Bird Count     Pete Read 

Conservation Chair             Sandy Levin  

Conservation Liaison                     Will Lyon 

Cookie/Coffee Co-ordinator        Susan Legeza 

Editors, The Cardinal     Betsy Baldwin, 

                               Hugh Casbourn 

E-mail Co-ordinator                       Gail McNeil 

Facebook Co-ordinator                  Mady Hymowitz 

Heritage Co-ordinator     Jim Cushing 

Indoor Meetings Co-ordinators      Carol Agocs 

                                                        Bonnie MacLachlan   

Londoner Co-ordinator                   Chuck Sperlich 

Manual Secretary                            Cathy Quinlan 

Membership Secretary      Ann Day 

Middlesex County Woodlands     Pete Read 

Advisory Committee 

Middlesex Stewardship     Cathy Quinlan 

Council 

Middlesex County Bird Record    Pete Read 

     Committee Chair 

Name Tags                                     Sue Read 

                                                       Sharon Jorgensen 

Natural Areas Guide Editor           Shirley Lorimer 

Nature in the City Co-ordinator     Pat Tripp 

Nature Line Co-ordinators    Bob McGee, 

   Gail McNeil, 

   Rick Martin 

Ontario Nature Representative      Anita Caveney 

Publicity Administrator     Leslie Rockwell 

                                                        Paul Nicholson 

Sales Co-ordinator     Ann Henderson 

Thames Talbot Land Trust    Bernie VanDenBelt 

Urban League of London    Gail McNeil 

Volunteer Co-ordinator     Sharon Jorgensen 

Web Host      Ken Dimson 

Webmaster      Hugh Casbourn 

 

 

This annual report has been compiled by 

Pete Read, President, 2012/2013. 
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        _______________________________________________ 

 
 

Nature London 

The McIlwraith Field Naturalists of London, Ontario, Inc. 

P.O. Box 24008 

London, Ontario 

N6H 5C4 

www.naturelondon.ca 

E-mail: info@naturelondon.ca 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature London is a not-for-profit Ontario corporation registered federally as a charitable organization.
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