
Birds of Middlesex 2019 

Our year in birds for 2019 in Middlesex County was full of interesting surprises. I have sifted 

through the many sightings that were made by a host of birders. From eBirds sightings alone there 

were almost 96 000 individual records.   

There were 235 species seen during the year, a great total for Middlesex, and an additional 2 

hybrids and several unusual races and morphs of birds.  

Elsewhere I have published a blurb which outlines how I came up with the status for each 

species in the first column after the bird names on the tables, and definitions for the column titles 

and other ideas for recordkeeping and you can follow along with the table herein, to check for 

strategic dates. I have made one addition that an “i” is used for irruptive species, those that vary in 

numbers depending on the year, especially wintering birds like Snowy Owl, winter finches, and Red-

breasted Nuthatches. And keep in mind for the status, that the symbols correspond with the 

“chances” of seeing a species on an outing in Middlesex, specific to time of year. 

Of note, we had a new species added to our list. There were 2 Slaty-backed gulls first seen 

December 13 by Brandon Holden which were seen off and on until at least December 20. I have not 

heard of any sightings beyond that date.  

Other very unusual or rare species included Summer Tanager, Red-throated Loon, Connecticut 

Warbler, two hybrid warblers (Brewster’s and Lawrence’s), Sedge Wren, Common Raven, White-eyed 

Vireo, Northern Saw-whet Owl, American White Pelican, Little Gull, various special gulls, Common 

Tern, Long-billed Dowitcher, Sanderling, Ruffed Grouse, Eastern Whip-poor-will, Common Gallinule, 

Surf Scoter, Eared Grebe, Trumpeter Swan, Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose and Cackling 

Goose. Details to follow. 

A few great breeding birds were noted as well. Although not successful, a Prothonotary 

Warbler was noted in Mosa Forest aka Skunk’s Misery. A Northern Mockingbird nested successfully at 

the airport. Others and details to follow. 

We will start with the weather which can be an important factor in survival, movement and 

nesting for our birds. Winter was less mild, and snow and ice prevailed. Thus, our feeders were quite 

busy. Add to that there were a good number of Winter finches and other birds wintering in our area 

in the early Winter of 2019. Spring was seasonal, except May was a bit cool and wet. Migration for 

the many Neotropical migrants was likely held up by such conditions and a few fallouts were known 

to have occurred as birds tried to surge forward but were held up by weather fronts. Our Summer 

period was very good for nesting birds. The Fall period was seasonal, but November was particularly 

nasty and the snow and cold of mid-month was prominent in disturbing migration. An early freeze-up 

of a lot of water systems, even our lakes and ponds, likely drove out many birds that might have 

lingered in the area. It might have been a local occurrence because we didn’t seem to get as many 

wintering birds this far south which might usually be driven here by cold and snow. Or perhaps they 

were ushered farther south by that poor weather. December of 2019 was generally mild and mostly 

depressingly cloudy. Despite that there were basically two short stretches in the second Winter that 

were consistently below zero, maintaining the ice cover on local water areas, and freezing up some of 

the Thames. Snow came and went as the temperatures were often mild and rain helped it disappear.  

There is still only one Breeding Bird Survey in our County, the one that Ian Platt and I do, 

starting at the Strathroy Sewage Lagoons and heading west towards Alvinston, but most of it is in 

Middlesex County. Our best potentially nesting birds continue to be Upland Sandpiper, Red-headed 



and Pileated Woodpeckers and Clay-colored Sparrow, but many other birds were found on territory 

which helps to establish breeding evidence for many species.  

Now let’s look at the birds of 2019, chronologically in the new taxonomic order that came out 

last Summer. You will be surprised as you look at the accompanying table to see the new order. The 

trend now is to base order on mitochondrial DNA, where in the past it was based on morphology, 

which has inherent problems leading to many errors. So, as they continue to sample birds they can 

better determine where they fit phylogenetically.  

Waterfowl were in good supply for our birders. It started with the only sighting of the year of 

a Snow Goose, seen by Lucas Foerster on Old Victoria Road southeast of London on New Year’s Day. 

We also had a sighting of a White-fronted Goose which appeared to remain on Killarney Road pond 

from February 7 to February 11, first reported by Monica Kapoor. Later in the year, starting on 

November 14, and remaining until at least December 14, 3 of them were at Komoka Pits. We even 

got them on our CBC. The first sighting for that date was by Lucas Foerster. We have fewer than 20 

sightings in over 100 years of Middlesex records. The diminutive Cackling Goose was reported several 

times. First reports were from Laure Neish at Springbank where one spent from January 8 until about 

March 1. Six were spotted out at Strathroy CA, in October, noted by Mike Cowlard and Nancy 

Douglas. There were several reports in the Fall until a total of 10 was spotted together out at 

Komoka, noted first on our CBC Count day by Mhairi McFarlane, Lucas Foerster, and Peter Burke. 

Three others were reported on our CBC by the Maddeford/Vandenbelt party. They are tricky to 

identify, so beware of the smaller races of Canada Goose we rarely get in Middlesex as well. 

 

Picture 1. Cackling Goose in Strathroy Sewage Lagoons, right side moving into picture. Photo by Mike 

Cowlard. 

 
Up to 4 pairs of Mute Swans are nesting in our County, mainly stationed at Komoka Ponds. A 

Trumpeter Swan spend some time in December mainly ranging from Westminster Ponds to Pond 

Mills from November 19 until December 16, though it was not spotted on the CBC. We usually get 

several flocks of Tundra Swans passing through Middlesex. Often, they stage in a couple of areas and 

end up with a large number in one area. But our highest ever recorded in one spot was an estimated 

4500 along Hagmier Road just near Pinery Park, on the Middlesex side in the flats of the Parkhill 



Creek, seen by Lucas and Stacie Foerster. Again, Tundra Swans and Trumpeter Swans are often 

confused so be careful when trying to identify them. 

Wood Duck are usually secretive but seen often in breeding period, rarely seen in Winter. 

However, a large concentration of 125 were noted on August 16 at the Strathroy Sewage Lagoons. A 

single bird was seen in the first Winter in January by Ben Evans out at Komoka, but a long staying bird 

from January 19 to March 4 was found at Springbank Park. And in the second Winter, only one report 

came of a single bird at Komoka Park on December 1 by Dianne Hayman. For the first time in several 

years Blue-winged Teal was proved to be nesting in Middlesex with photos taken of fledged flightless 

young at the Dingman Constructed Wetlands on July 21, by Ben Evans. An unusual Winter sighting of 

a Northern Shoveler was made on December 1 at Komoka by Dianne Hayman. Late running American 

Wigeons (4) were seen at Strathroy on July 22 by Ben Evans but it was not likely that they were 

nesting. Although there were records of singles of American Black Duck, a migrant, during June to 

August, no evidence was shown towards nesting. In fact, perhaps these non-breeding birds could 

have some Mallard genes in them, as they were all associating with Mallards. Several people reported 

a Northern Pintail at Springbank Park and at Greenway in January and February and Paul Roedding 

found one at Greenway during the second Winter. An unusual wintering Green-winged Teal was 

noted on February 21 at Springbank Park by Estela Quintero-Weldon. A huge number of Green-

winged Teal were found at Komoka in the ponds in the Park, where Eric Heisey and Denise Yates 

counted 90 on November 3. Although several reports were made of Green-winged Teal in June to 

August, the only pair was noted in June out at Strathroy Sewage Lagoons, which suggested they may 

have nested.  

Diving Ducks were relatively well-represented in Middlesex County this year. Except for the 

usual wintering ducks and a few lingering Ruddy Duck and Redhead none remained to December in 

the second Winter. Canvasback can be seen occasionally in Middlesex in Winter, but for some reason, 

in January and February they were present in at least 4 locations including Komoka Pits(1), Greenway 

Park(2), Strathroy((1), and a retention pond on Killarney Road near Highbury(up to 10). Also, in 

January through to March 12, up to 3 Redheads were spending the Winter at Springbank and ranged 

to Greenway. Ring-necked Ducks were wintering in small numbers from January through to March 

mainly at Komoka Pits. Only two sightings of Scoter, both Surfs, were noted, one October 17 at 

Strathroy seen by Laure Neish and Dianne Hayman, and one at Komoka Ponds two days later by Ben 

Evans. Long-tailed Duck were seen only once in the Fall migration, but a couple of them were present 

from February 2 and 3 at Fanshawe CA, and a longer-wintering couple of them ranging from 

Springbank Park through to Gibbons Park, starting on February 7 and last seen about March. The 

numbers of normal wintering birds like Bufflehead and Common Goldeneye were generally normal, 

but in February on the 4th, Lucas and Stacie Foerster found a huge total, of 255 of the latter species, 

at Greenway Park. Hooded Merganser have been known to nest in Middlesex, so I suspect that the 

sightings in June indicate breeding. A female Common Merganser was in London in June through 

August, either a failed nesting from farther north or a lingering non-breeding bird. One male was also 

noted out at Komoka Ponds in June as well. We often have a few of that species that Summer 

hereabouts, but I don’t know of any breeding yet. Red-breasted Mergansers migrate through 

irregularly in small numbers but there were two reports in the first Winter. Although at least a pair of 

Ruddy Duck lingered through August from large flocks in the Spring, no sign of young was noted. 



Ring-necked Pheasant were only reported two times. One was in January, seen by Ben Evans 

near Mount Brydges and the other was seen in April by Derek Fishcher out at Lake Fanshawe. It is not 

known if they were wild birds. And while not making any kind of comeback, Ruffed Grouse were also 

reported twice. Blake Mann found one in Joany’s Woods on June 23, and Burke Korol had one in 

Parkhill CA on June 1. Wild Turkeys seemed to remain constant in reports, with up to about 50 seen in 

one group. 

Pied-billed Grebes were in several spots during breeding season, but no evidence of breeding 

was noted other than a pair was noted in one location. And one was located in late January by Mhairi 

McFarlane at Gibbon’s Park. It is not known if it was wintering or as often the case late January and 

into February, driven here by the freeze-up of their wintering pond or lake farther north. Mhairi also 

found a lot of Horned Grebes, 27, later in the Spring on April 19 at the Strathroy Sewage Lagoons, 

though that species remains uncommon in migration, particularly seen in the Spring. We do not 

regularly have Red-necked Grebe make a stop-over and it was nice to hear that there was a sighting 

of one at Strathroy Sewage Lagoons on May 3, seen by Laure Neish and Dianne Hayman. And one 

that we would all love to see in breeding condition, an Eared Grebe was reported by Don Graham at 

Strathroy Sewage Lagoons on April 16. 

Two sightings of Eastern Whip-poor-will were made this year. One was near Linda 

McCutcheon’s place northeast of London April 19. The other was a Fall report of one seen by Brandon 

Holden in Gibbon’s Park on September 23. There were a good number of Common Nighthawks noted 

in migration, and a few appeared to be nesting in London, as they were noted during breeding 

season, ranging above suitable habitat. 

It is not known if any rails nested in Middlesex, but Virginia were reported twice from the 

Delaware Sportsman’s Pond, and once at Dingman Constructed Wetland. Sora were reported more 

often, mostly from Delaware Sportsman’s Pond, Strathroy Sewage Lagoons, and Westminster Ponds. 

On September 4th and 5th out at Komoka PP on the north side ponds, Laure Neish located a Common 

Gallinule, the only sighting of that species in Middlesex reported on eBirds. It was there the next day 

as well. Probably due to the poor weather in mid-November, American Coot did not stay as late as 

usual this year. None were reported past November 8, and only up to 8 individuals and fewer than 40 

sightings in total. In past years we usually have many more and up to a few hundred in migration. And 

only one in early February was reported. Let’s hope that is not a trend for that species.  

Sandhill Cranes are being seen more regularly and even breeding in a few places in Middlesex. 

Some were suspected nesting at the Delaware Sportsman’s Pond and Komoka Provincial Park. And 

they were seen during breeding season in several other spots in the County. A pair was noted by Ian 

Platt and Joan Taylor not far from Lake Fanshawe. There are gravel pits in the area with standing 

water so perhaps they were nesting in the area. Also, a successful nest was noted on the Thames 

River flats near Komoka by Dirk Goetz. He noted that one colt was walking around with the two 

adults. Later, on our CBC, the pair was seen by the Bernie Vandenbelt.  A large flock of 60 was seen 

migrating in north London by Brandon Holden. 

We had amazingly good luck with shorebirds this year. Strathroy Sewage Lagoons provided 

sightings, as did Komoka PP on the north side of the river in the ponds, and the new Dingman 

Constructed Ponds in south London. And a few good shorebirds were found in flooded fields, 

particularly where a couple of American Golden-Plover were noted along with other shorebirds at a 

sod farm near the corner of Muncey Road and Longwoods in wet spots there found by Estela 



Quintero-Weldon on August 25. She found one near Glencoe as well. The only sites found for nesting 

Upland Sandpipers was the area in northwest Middlesex. About 3 sites were located, but only 

monitored until mid-June so it is not known if they had successful nesting.  

Another birder out there looking for shorebirds was Laure Neish. She made several great 

sightings. An unusual bird for Middlesex is the Stilt Sandpiper, but one was in migration in the Fall at 

Dingman Constructed Wetland, which was reported by Laure, and an amazing 5 were reported by her 

at Komoka PP on the north side ponds. We seldom see Sanderling in Middlesex, so it was great that 

Laure and Dianne Hayman found one at Komoka PP on the north side ponds on July 28. This is only 

the 6th year of record in the County. I put the rather late June 10 sighting for Dunlin on the latest 

Spring sighting, but perhaps the two were non-breeding birds not moving northward, but southward. 

In all we had about 5 sightings of that species from 2 locations. Laure also found two Baird’s 

Sandpipers this Fall, one at Strathroy and one at Dingman Constructed Wetlands, another great find. 

And then she found some White-rumped Sandpiper out at Strathroy in mid-August. Blake Mann 

found the only Short-billed Dowitcher of the Fall on July 27 at Komoka, but Laure found the Spring 

one on May 10 out at Komoka also. We rarely get Long-billed Dowitcher in Middlesex, but several 

were reported this year. Our first was one Laure found on May 10 at Komoka with that Short-bill. The 

Long-bill has some barring at the shoulder, whereas the Short-bill has a more spotted shoulder area. 

Lucas Foerster located two at Dingman Constructed Wetlands on September 22. One was still there 

on the 27th. These are only the 4th and 5th sightings of that species in Middlesex.  

 

Picture 2. Long-billed Dowitcher, left, and Short-billed Dowitcher, left at Komoka. Photo by Laure 

Neish. 

 



 

 

 

Picture 3. Long-billed Dowitcher at Dingman Constructed Wetland. Photo by Lucas Foerster. 

 

 
We had a few Wilson’s Snipe in suitable habitat and apparently on territory, so they likely 

bred in small numbers. Most were in southwest Middlesex. One of the locations noted was near the 

corner of Gentleman and Mayfair in southwest Middlesex where 11 were noted by Tim Arthur on 

March 31. After breeding period, a remarkable number of Wilson’s Snipe were noted out at the 

Dingman Constructed Wetlands by Lucas on October 25, a total of 18.  

We had great luck with gull species this year. Large numbers of Bonaparte’s Gull were found 

this year during migration especially at Strathroy Sewage Lagoons. Peter Burke found a Little Gull out 

at the Dump on April 20, only the 5th time recorded in Middlesex. It was flying with a group of 11 

Bonaparte’s Gulls, and showed its obvious dark underwing among other field marks. The dump was a 

real bird feeder this year, especially for gulls. Not only were there many gulls, the second Winter was 

remarkable for numbers and kinds of gulls. Once rarely seen in Middlesex, Lesser Black-backed Gull 

were found in record numbers, up to 12 on one visit in December. One appeared in August, beating 

any previous first Fall. Up to 6 Iceland Gulls of various races were found in the first Winter and about 

3 were found in the second Winter.  

First sighting of the celebrated Slaty-backed Gulls, our first for Middlesex, and the London CBC, was 

reported by Brandon Holden on December 13. Initially he found both one adult and a second basic 



bird. Later, December 14, the adult was refound. I heard that the younger one was located at least 

one more time, about December 15. The last report of a sighting for eBirds was on December 19.  

Picture 4. Adult Slaty-backed Gull at London Landfill on December 13. Photo by Lucas Foerster 

 
Picture 5. 2nd Basic Slaty-backed Gull at London Landfill on December 13. Photo Peter Burke 

 



Glaucous Gulls were reported in greater numbers than usual as well, with up to 12 seen in the first 

Winter, and up to 5 in the second Winter. A remarkable number of Great Black-backed Gulls was also 

found at the dump. Up to 90 together seen in January and up to 55 were seen in December.  

The dump is best visited after 10 am on weekdays during the Winter when the gulls come in 

to feast on the dump garbage as it is being stirred up and buried. The gulls roost out in the 

surrounding fields to loaf after filling up on goodies. By late afternoon they seem to disappear, 

perhaps heading to Lake Erie for the night. I have seen them stream off to the south at the end of the 

day. They arrive usually about mid-November and remain wintering until well into March.  

We had two terns this year. Normally, lately, only Caspian show up during migration, but this 

year there were 5 Common Terns reported by Yousif Attia at Westminster Ponds. The latter have only 

been recorded 9 times in the past since 1983.  

Donald Pye was out counting loons as they pass over near his place in south-west Middlesex 

in late April when he noted that two of them were quite small. He realized that they were Red-

throated Loons. This is only the 11th year of record. He was monitoring loon movements down there 

from April and I noted a few watches from Lucas in London. Hopefully some other birders will get out 

in April to watch the spectacle of loons moving from Lake Erie to Huron.  

Double-crested Cormorant are found in small numbers for most of the year, but still migrate 

through in numbers. Ones found in breeding period are non-breeding birds.  

Pretty exciting was the discovery of American White Pelican at Komoka on July 21. Sue 

Southon was out there, and a couple of anglers told her there were two on the ponds on the north 

side of the river, in Komoka PP. She was able to locate one which seemed to remain until July 23. This 

is but the 7th sighting for Middlesex. They are now nesting on Lake Erie, in small numbers, but no 

doubt we will see them rarely as they disperse from those sites. 

Also located out at Komoka PP was an American Bittern, which was first sighted by Estela 

Quintero-Weldon on September 18. The only active colony I know of for Great Blue Heron is in the 

Southwold area. If you know of another, please let me know. A good number of Great Egrets were in 

Middlesex, especially starting in July after dispersal from their nest sites. No known nesting has 

occurred in Middlesex. Black-crowned Night-Heron have nested previously but lately the only 

sightings we are getting have been July and later. They might be dispersal or non-breeding birds.  

Turkey Vultures were found nesting in Sydenham River Nature Reserve, by Mike Kent on June 

8, when there was a BioBlitz of the reserve. Many of the ones we see during breeding season are 

probably non-breeding birds. There were two eBirds sightings for them in the first Winter period, one 

in early January seen by Don Pye in Strathroy and another in later February, seen by Michelle Mann in 

north London. The latter might have been an early migrant. 

There are about 7 nests for Osprey now in the County, that we know of. I noted that the 

original one, near Plover Mills is still occupied after all these years. In previous years the average 

arrival date was April 12, but now it appears that they are earlier to arrive. I think the only new nests 

this year were near Dorchester and in Hyde Park. Before 2000 there were no nesting birds in 

Middlesex or farther south in Ontario in recorded history. We did have some that summered in the 

area, but until that nest in 2001 was found, no nesting was thought to have occurred. 

Golden Eagles continue to be rare in the County and only 3 Fall sightings were reported. 

However, several were reported wintering in the first Winter, mostly in the southwest. I don’t have 

any records for them in the second Winter. 



Northern Harrier continue to be in a low ebb in numbers, and it is no evidence if they 

successfully bred in Middlesex this year other than a few sites had the species in breeding period. 

Similarly, Sharp-shinned Hawks are found in the County in every month which leads to the potential 

that they are nesting in small numbers. They prefer evergreens and Donald Pye saw one carrying food 

in southwest Middlesex, which indicates nesting this year. Cooper’s Hawks are also a potential nester, 

and Don reported seeing recently fledged young down there as well, but none of the usual nests in 

London reported in, so not sure what their status is now. If you had a nest in London or elsewhere, 

please let me know. 

Bald Eagles are nesting in at least four areas in Middlesex. Besides the two out near Delaware 

and a new one reported near Dorchester, there are a couple along the Thames in London, and some 

to the north and northwest of London. And they appear to be wintering here as well in numbers. I 

imagine some of the local birds are being joined by ones from farther north which are feeding on 

waterfowl and spawning fish in our area. Of note, 9 immature and 1 adult were seen in the same tree 

on the London CBC. 

We get a few sightings of Red-shouldered Hawks flying through, but seldom do we see them 

in Winter. This year in January there were two sites. At Lucas Foerster’s place one flew over on 

January 6. Len Manning found one in the Coves on both January 7 and January 29, indicating that it 

might have wintered there. It is possible that the one at Lucas’ place might have been the same bird, 

as he does not live too far from the Coves. 

Broad-winged Hawk can pass through our area in large numbers, but it was a surprise to find 

that in the Fall, about 3000 passed through in one day near Mosa Forest, seen by Donald Pye and 

Estela Quintero-Weldon. Many others winged their way past that area this Fall as well. It is also noted 

that in at least two locations they might have nested, Mosa Forest and Komoka Park. They were seen 

there during June. The Mosa Forest site was noted by Don and Rayfield Pye who found an immature 

recently fledged in June.  

There was no great irruption of owls down into our area, even though a number of northern 

species were recorded wintering to the north of us in Central Ontario, and even though there were 

more noted to the southwest of us, so we had a normal number of Snowy Owls wintering in the area, 

mainly at the two usual places, out near Lucan and west of Strathroy. Sometimes we have them stay 

late into Spring, even to late May. This year one was noted by Eleanor Heagy north of London in 

August. It was brought into Salthaven Wildlife and Education Center as it was somewhat emaciated 

and looked after until it could be released once more into the wild. Short-eared owls were found in 

both Winters. They are erratic in numbers but there are usually some near Melbourne in south 

Middlesex. Other locations have also been mentioned, but that is the most dependable spot. 

Northern Saw-whets are rarely spotted in Middlesex. One was found in downtown London, 

noted a couple of times by non-birders and reported by a few folks who knew those people. A cell 

phone capture sent to me by Chris Goodwin, is by his son Russell Goodwin, who was downtown to 

get a snack about January 26. I guess the owl was out doing the same thing.  



Picture 6. Northern Saw-whet seen in downtown London.  Photo by Russell Goodwin

 
 

The other sighting was by William Konze who saw one at the ramp connecting the 402 and 401. He 

describes the situation on his checklist on eBirds, “Sitting on the side of the highway after being 

struck by a vehicle. Brought to a wildlife rehab where determined the bird had sustained severe head 

trauma and damage to its eye. Now receiving excellent care at Hobbitstee Wildlife Refuge in Jarvis.” 

However, it passed away before it could be released. 

 

Picture 7. Northern Saw-whet Owl at side of road near intersection of 401 and 402. Photo by William 

Konze. 

 
 



Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers are becoming more widespread and occasionally nesting in 

Middlesex, so it is a bit difficult to find the last day of departure in the Spring and their arrival date in 

the Fall. A few are wintering in the area too. It was encouraging to see so many sightings of Red-

headed Woodpecker, with about a half dozen potential nesting sites. Other woodpeckers appear to 

be doing well, perhaps due to the number of dead ash trees in the area.  

Amazingly we had fewer sightings of American Kestrel than of Merlin. There were few nests 

reported of the former, and the latter seem to have several sites within the city. In March a pair was 

seen displaying over the area of Wharncliffe and Springbank by Joan Taylor and Ian Platt, which is 

close to where they have nested in previous years in the huge old Norway Spruce in London South, 

suggesting nesting again for that species. Peregrines were seen all through the year, mainly in the 

core of London, and some courting took place, but I did not hear whether they had a successful 

nesting. 

A good number of Olive-sided Flycatchers were reported this year. Also noted were several 

Yellow-bellied Flycatchers. From the various sightings of Empidonax Flycatchers on eBirds, it is quite 

plain to see that birders have a great deal of difficulty sorting them out. I saw several pictures of birds 

in wrong habitat, or that were of questionable identification. Despite that, it appears several wetland 

habitats held nesting Alder Flycatchers. The others in that group all have breeding areas within the 

County except for the Yellow-bellied. A few Acadian Flycatchers nested at Mosa Forest this year. 

Eastern Phoebe nest in a variety of locations in Middlesex, but rarely are found in the Winter. Both 

Winters had one noted.  

Only one White-eyed Vireo was noted in Middlesex, but not seen until October 5 in south 

London, reported by Lucas Foerster. Our previous 14 sightings have all been in Spring and Summer. 

This is our first Fall report. 

Common Ravens have always been a rare visitor to Middlesex but for some reasons, a host of 

sightings were reported this year. There were 11 sightings this year with 6 in April alone. And at least 

one is ongoing through December north of London. The first one of the year was reported in February 

by Ben Evans, seen and photographed near Melbourne. Towards the end of April, Will Van Hemessen 

and Sarah Bonnett have had one just south of there, likely the same one. Just days later in April, 

north of Ailsa Craig, Alistair McKenzie saw one. One was reported even from the middle of the city at 

Westminster Ponds in April by Tim Arthur. Linda McCutcheon of Plover Mills has seen a pair of them 

in the area of her home between April and July of 2019.  And Marta Poludnik was able to get a picture 

of a pair of them over near Coldstream on April 2. Paul Carter and Lori C had one near Parkhill, April 

28, west of Parkhill. I heard from Eleanor Heagy that there were a pair south of Ailsa Craig about 

December 10, perhaps the pair from April, seen by her friend Karen, who lives near Nairn and says 

she often sees them. So, it will remain to be seen if the pair north of London remains to breed in 

2020. If they are not siblings, but male and female. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Picture 8. Common Raven near Coldstream. Photo by Marta Poludnik 

 
 

Tufted Titmouse continue to be rarely posted but are now widespread. There seems to be 

populations found in Westminster Ponds, Skunk’s Misery, Komoka area, Sydenham River Nature 

Reserve and a few other locations in and around London, particularly along the Thames. No nest was 

found but at least a pair has been noted, and several singing males have been reported. 

Many swallows arrived early this year. N. Rough-winged were 5 days earlier than average, 

Bank was 10 days earlier than average, but Purple Martin about a week earlier.  

Red-breasted Nuthatches were not present in very large numbers, but a few were about all 

year, so some must have been nesting. The are an irruptive species but not this year. 

Brown Creeper likely nested as well, especially in Mosa Forest where I have heard them on 

territory, even though there is a gap in sightings from August 31 to September 30. Any additional info 

would be helpful. 

House Wrens seem to be hardier this year. They appeared to arrive about 2 weeks earlier than 

usual. And one lingered in the area to be found on the CBC in December. We don’t find Sedge Wren 

in Middlesex very often, so it was good to have one setting up at Kelly Stanton ESA near Hyde Park 

Road and Gainsborough from June 6, first reported by Quinten Wiegersma and seen until June 15. 

Only one singing male was observed so it might not have bred there.  We had several places with 

breeding behavior of Marsh Wrens. Komoka PP on the north side and Delaware Sportsman’s Pond 

could have had breeding and the Stanton Drain had two singing males. But the prime location 

seemed to be the Strathroy Sewage Lagoons, where 3 or 4 were singing. On one occasion a series of 

pictures on eBirds by Ben Evans showed one gathering nesting materials. 

Two spots in January were found with lingering Gray Catbirds, with one found by Ben Evans at 

Strathroy Sewage Lagoons and the other found by Tim Arthur at Fanshawe CA. It was refound again 



February 4 and again on February 10 when people came out to find the long-staying Evening 

Grosbeak. Two locations held Catbirds in December. One was found on the 19th at Westminster 

Ponds by Gordon Cameron and one hung out near Donald Pye’s place near Wardsville from the 25th 

to 31st. On April 13, Mike Channon and Gord Cameron had reported that they found a Northern 

Mockingbird out in Northeast London at Sovereign Woods, which is just south of the airport. Later 

one was reported on a nest at the airport on a De-icer machine, noted by Paul Thomas. While it was 

thought this nest was not productive, two young fledged from a nearby bush. Other reports were 

made of that species throughout the Spring and Summer from southern Middlesex, west of Strathroy, 

in Strathroy, and Ailsa Craig.  

 

Picture 9. De-icer at London International Airport with Northern Mockingbird nest. Arrow 

marks location. Photo by Jason McGuire. 

 
 

Although there are no records for Veery from mid-July until early September, since there were 

many singing males on Territory at Mosa Forest, it is very likely they nested there. A Hermit Thrush 

was a regular visitor to Gail McNeil’s yard in January and February. January 15, Bill and Colleen 

Lindley found a couple of Eastern Bluebird out at Fanshawe CA, near the dam. Some were found in 

the second Winter as well. 



Picture 10. Hermit Thrush at Gail McNeil’s place in first Winter of 2019. Photo by Gail McNeil 

 
American Pipits were in Middlesex in somewhat larger numbers than usual this Fall. First 

noted were 35 on September 14 at the Sod Farms along Longwoods Road just west of Delaware by 

Lucas Foerster. Many American Pipits (83) were noted at Komoka PP on October 25 by Eric Heisey. In 

early November up to 4 American Pipits were located down near Mosa Forest (aka Skunk’s Misery) 

first noted by Don Pye and Estela Quintero-Weldon. Don got one near there on December 2. 

Winter finches were reported in the first Winter of 2019, but few arrived for our second 

Winter. Common Redpolls were around in fair numbers during the first Winter of 2019. Many people 

reported at least one or two at their feeders. However, there were a few flocks that reached into the 

hundreds, the most being about 300 seen in mid-February in the Newbury area. Similarly, Pine Siskins 

were found in good numbers, again being reported from many bird feeders in Middlesex. The latest 

date I have is June 7, which might be evidence some stayed late enough to breed, although I think 

egg dates tend to be later than that date. January 12, Gord Payne noted a green morph (not a race) of 

pine siskin, a morph found in about 1 % of the population. It can be confused with Eurasian Siskins, so 

research well these two before picking which rare bird you have. 

 



 Picture 11. Green morph Pine Siskin at Gord Payne’s Feeders. Photo by Gord Payne.

  
 

A female Evening Grosbeak was located along the Tamarack Trail in Fanshawe CA, reported to eBirds 

on January 16, by Lucas Foerster. It remained there until about March 12 (latest report), allowing 

many who had not seen the species in Middlesex to go and visit it there. However, apparently it was 

not the only one around. One was reported at a feeder on Griffith Street in Byron by Maria Cohoon 

and Michelle Mann. And another single was at Chris Baldock’s home also in Byron on May 8, which 

was likely the same one. A good many sightings of Purple Finches occurred in Spring and Fall 

migration and a number stayed during both Winter periods. Also, two potential locations for nesting 

were possible due to birds being present in June and July. 

A few reports of Lapland Longspur came in for the first and the second Winter. Interestingly 

our first in the Fall this year were from October 29 while the first Snow Buntings which were common 

in the first Winter but not often sighting in the second, didn’t arrive until November 15. The highest 

total for the latter species was a group of about 1000 seen February 23.  

Sparrows provided some interesting sightings. The only known locations for Grasshopper 

Sparrow reported in Middlesex were in Komoka PP, southwest Middlesex, near the airport and out on 

Napier Road. Interestingly, about 9 locations were found to have Clay-colored Sparrow, with several 

having Territorial males, suggesting breeding again in Middlesex. Usually we have a good number of 

breeding Field Sparrows, and some areas like Komoka PP had up to 15 on territory. But we also had 

two reports in the first Winter and one in the second Winter, which is unusual. Fox Sparrow is an 

unusual species seen mostly in migration during a short period in the Spring and fall. This year, during 

the first Winter, there were three reported wintering. One was at Maria Cohoon’s feeder on Griffiths 

Street in Byron, one at Donald Pye’s feeder in southwest Middlesex and another reported by several 

folks at Fanshawe CA. Similarly, a regular migrant in the Spring and Fall is the White-crowned 

Sparrow, and except for that, we had about 3 Winter sites which regularly had this species this year. 

It was at Donald Pye’s in southwest Middlesex, out at Fanshawe CA, and around the London Dump. 

Also, January 15, Bill and Colleen Lindley found 12 White-throated and a White-crowned Sparrows at 



Fanshawe CA, near the dam. Only two Eastern Towhees were noted in the first Winter of 2019, both 

at feeders. There are few nesting areas for that species reported anymore. 

We had some interesting Blackbird family birds this year. Eastern meadowlarks nested in a 

variety of locations of Middlesex, but one was found by Lucas Foerster on February 17 just south of 

London. Catherine Gauthier mentioned she put out some new hummingbird feeders and was able to 

attract both Baltimore and Orchard Orioles as well as hummers on May 2. Orchard Oriole nest in 

scattered areas of Middlesex and were primarily noted at Komoka PP and in southwest Middlesex. 

Our BBS turned up a few in northwest Middlesex as well. I imagine most suitable habitats for them 

would have them. Brushy open areas and open woodlands with evergreens especially along 

waterways is where to look. There is plenty of that habitat along the Thames River, even in London 

itself. 

Spring came a bit early as there were Red-winged Blackbirds first arriving February 23. There 

had been only one report in early January of one seen during the Winter, but later in the year 3 

reports came in from December, one of which was on the London CBC. Rusty Blackbirds usually go 

through in small groups. However, at Arva on November 1, a report of 250 was submitted. The 

observers described seeing a few well and heard the distinctive calls. I would venture that owing to 

how rare that a complete flock of that many would be anywhere in Ontario, there might have been a 

good proportion that were other blackbird species involved.  

Warblers were among other migrants that came through Middlesex in May. A peak day 

appears to have been May 10. The Lindleys in Stoney Creek Valley found 51 species including 14 

species of warbler.  

Warblers are now located almost at the last of our checklist now. We had several nesting ones 

in Middlesex and the usual ones moved through on their way to nesting sites or Winter homes in 

relatively normal numbers. We had no reports of Louisiana Waterthrush this year, continuing the 

trend to their total disappearance from our list. We used to have several sites where they nested. We 

had no reports from Skunk’s Misery of any nesting Northern Waterthrush but in my experience they 

probably still nest there. We had three reports of another former nesting species, the Golden-winged 

Warbler. Ben Evans reported two, both likely migrants, one in Westminster Ponds and the other in 

Kain’s Woods. The other sighting was by Christy Obalek in Mosa Forest, where I have found them 

nesting. Blue-winged Warbler continue to nest in a number of places in Middlesex, but particularly 

noted in Komoka PP. Two reports came in about the Brewster’s Hybrid of those just mentioned two 

species, one on May 31, found by Paul Nicholson in Komoka PP, and one at Sydenham River Nature 

Reserve, near Glencoe, submitted by Quinten Wiegersma. And an amazingly rare Lawrence’s Warbler 

was found by Blake Mann in Wardsville Woods on June 15. We have less 4 reports of that hybrid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            Picture 12. Lawrence’s Warbler (hybrid) from Wardsville Woods. Photo Blake Mann 

 
 

A Prothonotary Warbler was located at Springbank Park, seen May 16, 17, reported by Mark 

Conlon. Two singing males were found at Mosa Forest by Lucas Foerster and by June 15 he had found 

a nest with 4 eggs. He monitored the site until July 2. The nest was abandoned, and he was not sure if 

the eggs were from that species. One male was still around at that later date. I have seen 

Prothonotaries there trying to nest and struggling with birds like chickadees and Tree Swallows for 

sites. 

Picture 13. Prothonotary Warbler in Mosa Forest, Skunk’s Misery. Photo by Lucas Foerster 

  



Orange-crowned Warbler is a rare Winter resident, and several were noted at the Coves in 

December 2018. At least two appeared to survive into January, first noted by Len Manning and Ben 

Evans, but last seen on January 8.  A very nice sighting was made by Judy Tomlinson at Westminster 

Ponds when she saw and photographed a Connecticut Warbler. As you can see, she takes great 

pictures. She has a website with her photographs.  

Picture 14. Connecticut Warbler at Westminster Ponds. Photo by Judy Tomlinson 

 
A couple of sites for Mourning Warbler were found. It was reported by Roberta Buchanan and 

Quinten Wiegersma that there were a number on territory at Sydenham Nature Reserve, near 

Glencoe, and there was at least one at Mosa Forest, aka Skunk’s Misery found by Lucas Foerster. The 

latter site is generally where there has been nesting birds for a few years now.  A Common 

Yellowthroat was noted by Quinten Wiegersma in Uplands North Wetland on January 12, an unusual 

Winter bird. At least 8 Hooded Warblers were found to be nesting at Mosa Forest aka Skunk’s Misery 

and Lucas was able to find a nest with eggs. Cerulean Warblers were reported from Mosa Forest and 

a few other places, perhaps nesting at Sydenham River Nature Reserve.  

The last warbler of the year was a surprise. A Wilson’s Warbler was found on the CBC on 

December 14 when I was in the Thames River Flats between Komoka and Delaware bridges, and my 

son Rob and our friend Jeremiah yelled out that they had a warbler. We all stared in disbelief at an 

active bird foraging in bushes right in front of us. We were amazed it was finding enough food. We 

also wondered whether it would survive and where it was headed. Since they don’t nest in the area, 

it must have been in the process of moving south to Central America where they Winter. But maybe 

it had orientation problems or injuries preventing it from long distance flying. It didn’t seem to have 

trouble with short flights as it moved out of sight. 

 



Picture 15. Summer Tanager in London. Photo by Ray Collins. 

 
Ray Collins sent me a shot of a Summer Tanager coming to his neighbor’s feeders May 13. Not 

sure how long it remained in the area, but no nesting has occurred on record. Another of that species 

was present for three days at Thames Valley Golf Course, seen eating wasps at a nest on November 

10, first noted by Tracey Baber. A very late date for a rare bird. 

 

Picture 16. Summer Tanager at Thames Valley Golf Course gleaning wasps. Photo by Estela Quintero-

Weldon. 

  



 

 

The first Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appeared around the first of May, but it was a surprise to 

find one at the feeders of Daphne Lowe in December. Only our second record for the CBC. 

Now that I have run through our special sightings and trends, a short word about our CBC 

from December 14. I have a full report in the Cardinal and on the Club website. But I can go over a 

few highlights and trends. Generally, we found birds very difficult to find. The weather was mild for 

Winter and it rained for much of the day which meant that birds didn’t want to, or have to, show up 

at feeders. And owing to the poor weather in November it is thought that some of the birds we might 

have suspected would be lingering into Winter, were not present. Add to that, the lack of typical 

Winter birds that should have showed up prior to the Count, and we had the lowest overall numbers 

since 1989, only 16 214. But we did have 75 species, particularly because we had a good number of 

waterfowl and special species. The best birds included the Slaty-backed Gull and a Wilson’s Warbler, 

both mentioned above. They brought our cumulative total number of species to 169 over the 111 

years of our Count. Also mentioned in this material are the 13 Cackling Geese, and the 3 Greater 

White-fronted Geese, most of these reported by Lucas, Mhairi McFarlane and Peter Burke. Other 

waterfowl out at Komoka included a couple of Ruddy Duck, two Redheads and a Green-winged Teal. 

A total of 10 Bald Eagles found together near Delaware were added to the large total we had overall. 

Two Sandhill Cranes were found, and besides the Slaty-backed Gull noted by Quinten Wiegersma and 

Tim Arthur and others, there were a number of Iceland, Glaucous, Lesser Black-backed and a large 

number of Great Black-backed Gulls. The best woodpecker was a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker found by 

Laure Neish. There was a new high number for Eastern Bluebirds at 22. There were blackbirds, a Red-

winged and a Common Grackle, as well as a flock of Brown-headed Cowbirds. And to top it off, a 

female Rose-breasted Grosbeak was found at a feeder, mentioned above.  

So, with the excellent birds on the CBC, a new bird for the County and CBC, and all the other 

special birds throughout the year, our intrepid birders were really successful and rewarded this year. 

We had a record number of reports on eBirds by well over 100 observers which is great. Thanks go 

the many people who have submitted records to eBirds as well as to me, but especially Lucas 

Foerster, Laure Neish, Estela Quintero-Weldon, Quinten Wiegersma, Ben Evans, Dianne Hayman, 

Donald Pye, and Mhairi McFarlane who provided the most sightings. Also, thanks go to Jason 

McGuire who provided an annual list of birds. And to the reviewers for Middlesex for eBirds for all 

their efforts to keep authenticated records. All of the sightings mentioned here have been 

authenticated by them or me, or both. Whenever possible please get pictures of your special birds. It 

makes reviewing so much easier. 

I present this summary of the Birds of Middlesex for 2019 as a working edition. I do not 

profess to have all of the sightings from all of the birders who birded in Middlesex, as some don’t 

submit records. So please have a look at the table and let me know if there are some errors or 

additions.  

Pete Read 

Nature London’s Middlesex County Bird Record Secretary  

Since 1983 


