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The moths described in the following slides were found in the 
morning on the light trap that is in our back yard.

My Goal is to learn more about my moth neighbours.

Photographer – Eric Auzins      PowerPoint – Karen Auzins
Species Identification – “Nature Buddies”

Descriptions – Wikipedia, BugGuide
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May 16, 2020
Chosen Sallow 

Psaphida
electilis

The Chosen Sallow (Psaphida
electilis) is a species of moth of 
the family Noctuidae. It is 
found from Quebec and 
Ontario to Florida, west to 
Texas and Wisconsin. 
The wingspan is about 35 mm. 
Adults are on wing from April 
to May. There is one 
generation per year. 
The larvae feed on Carya
(hickories) and Juglans
(walnuts).



May 17, 2020
American Lappet
Phyllodesma
americana

Phyllodesma americana, the 
American lappet moth, is a moth 
of the family Lasiocampidae. It is 
found from Nova Scotia to 
Georgia, west through Texas to 
California, north to British 
Columbia and Yukon. 
The wingspan is 29–49 mm. In 
eastern Ontario, adults are on 
wing from May to July and there is 
one generation per year.  
The larvae feed on many plants 
which include the leaves of Alnus
(Alders), Betula IBirches), Quercus
(Oaks), Populus (Poplars), Salix
(Willows) and Rosoideae (Roses) 
species



May 21, 2020
Tawny Pug Moth 

Eupithecia ravocastaliata

Eupithecia ravocastaliata, the Tawny 
Pug moth, is a moth of the family 
Geometridae.  It is found in 
Woodlands, wet and dry forests, from 
British Columbia east to Nova Scotia, 
south to central California, east to 
northern Colorado and western South 
Dakota.
The wing span is 23 mm.  Adults fly in 
early spring (typically April-June).
The larva feed on any broadleaf trees 
including Salix (Willows), Populus
(Poplars), Betula (Birches)and 
Rhamnus (Buckthorns)



May 21, 2020
Common Gray Geometer 
Anavitrinella pampinaria
Anavitrinella pampinaria, the Common Gray 
Geometer, is a moth of the family 
Geometridae and is found throughout North 
America except the arctic.
The wingspan is 23-34 mm. and the adults fly 
from April to October.
The larvae feed on apple, ash, clover, poplar, 
willow.  
The name "Geometridae" derives from Latin 
geometra ("geometer", "earth-measurer"). 
This refers to the means of locomotion of the 
larvae.  The caterpillar clasps with its front legs 
and draws up the hind end, then clasps with 
the hind end (prolegs) and reaches out for a 
new front attachment - creating the 
impression that it measures its journey. The 
caterpillars are often called "loopers", 
"spanworms", or "inchworms" after their 
characteristic looping gait.



May 21, 2020
Common Pug

Eupithecia miserulata

Eupithecia miserulata, the Common pug 
moth, is a moth of the family Geometridae. 
There about 160 Eupithecia species found 
in America with 62 species in Canada.  The 
Common pug's is found from Nova Scotia 
to Florida, west to Texas, north to Ontario; 
and in the western United States from 
Arizona, and California to Washington.
The wingspan is 12-20 mm.  Adults fly most 
of the year in the north (March to 
November). It overwinters as a pupa.
Larvae feed on a wide variety of plants 
such as aster, clover, coneflower, hop tree, 
juniper, oak, cherry, and willow. 



May 22, 2020
Black-rimmed Prominent

Pheosia rimosa

Pheosia rimosa, the black-rimmed 
prominent moth, fissured prominent or 
false-sphinx, is a species of moth of the 
family Notodontidae. It is found from 
coast to coast in North America, 
although it is less common in the south-
eastern United States.
The wingspan is 43–62 mm. Adults are 
dark black-brown and white. The 
forewings are white with a dark strip 
along the costa and along the entire 
lower margin. The hind-wings are white 
with a dark blotch in the anal angle. 
Adults are on wing from spring to fall.
The larvae feed on the leaves of Populus
(poplars) and Salix (willows). The species 
overwinters in the pupal stage. 



May 24, 2020
Dubious 

Tigermoth
Spilosoma dubia

Spilosoma dubia, the dubious tiger 
moth, is a moth in the family 
Erebidae.  It is found from south-
eastern Canada west to Alberta and in 
the eastern United States. The habitat 
consists of aspen parkland and 
southern boreal forests.
The wingspan is 32–38 mm. The wings 
are white with black spots on the 
forewings and black sub-terminal 
patches on the hind-wings. Adults are 
on wing from mid-May to mid-June.
The larvae feed on wild cherry.



May 27, 2020
Curve-toothed 

Geometer
Eutrapela clemataria

The Curve-toothed Geometer is a species 
of moth in  in the family Geometridae
and is found from Nova to Florida, west 
to Texas and north to Saskatchewan.
The wingspan is 38–56 mm. The ground 
color of the wings is yellowish-tan with 
brownish-grey or brown mottling. The 
forewings have a fine, mostly straight 
post-medial line giving the appearance of 
the midrib of a leaf. The hind-wing’s 
outer margin is scalloped like the margins 
of some leaves.  Thus, this type of moth 
is often called a “leaf moth”.
Adults are on wing from March to August 
and there are two generations per year. 
The larvae feed on the leaves of various 
trees, including ash, basswood, birch, 
elm, fir, maple, poplar and willow.



May 28, 2020
Green Lueconycta Moth

Leuconycta
diphteroides

The green leuconycta moth or green owlet 
(Leuconycta diphteroides) is a species of moth 
of the family Noctuidae. It is found from Nova 
Scotia to Florida, west to Texas and north to 
Saskatchewan.
The wingspan is 27–32 mm. The forewings are 
suffused with green but may be all white in 
rare cases. There is a small black rectangular 
blotch which touches the costa near the base 
and another larger blotch halfway along the 
costa. The hind wings are pale greyish with a 
dull yellowish terminal band. Adults are on 
wing from May to September. 
The larvae feed on Solidago (goldenrods) and 
Aster species. 



May 30, 2020
Harnessed Tiger Moth
Apantesis phalerata

The harnessed tiger moth, 
Apantesis phalerata, is a species of 
moth of the family Erebidae. It is 
found in North America from 
Ontario, Quebec and Maine to 
Florida, west to Texas and north to 
South Dakota.
The wingspan is 30–42 mm. The 
moths fly from May to September 
depending on the location.
The larvae feed on Trifolium
(clovers), Spartina (dandelions), 
Taraxacum, and Plantago
(plantains) species, as well as other 
low-growing plants


