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The moths described in these slides were found in the morning
on the light trap that is in our back yard in London Ontario.
My goal is to learn more about my moth neighbours and, by
sharing, inspire others to do the same.
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Thin White
Cotton
Sheet

Photographer – Eric Auzins PowerPoint – Karen Auzins
Species Identification – “Nature Buddies”
Descriptions – Wikipedia, BugGuide

In Ontario There Are
130 species of Butterflies

Tiger Swallowtail

2840 Species of Moths

Small-eyed
Sphinx

There are still moths that are not yet identified!

June 6, 2020
Small-eyed Sphinx
(Paonias myops)
The Small-eyed Sphinx (Paonias myops) is
a moth of the family Sphingidae. The
hind wings (hidden in this photo) have
small "eye" markings.
It is found from south-eastern Canada to
Florida and westward almost to the
Pacific Coast and Mexico.
The wingspan is 52–69 mm. Adults are on
wing from June to September.
The Sphingidae is a family of moths
(Lepidoptera), commonly known as hawk
moths. They are moderate to large in size
and are distinguished among moths for
their rapid, sustained flying ability. Their
narrow wings and streamlined abdomens
are adaptations for rapid flight. Some are
capable of flying at over 5.3 m/s (12 miles
per hour)
The larvae feed on birches, hawthorns,
poplars, fruit trees and willows.

June 8, 2020
Hickory Tussock Moth
(Lophocampa caryae)
The Hickory Tussock Moth (Lophocampa
caryae) is a member of the family Erebidae
which includes the tiger moths. The species
is widely distributed in the eastern half of
North America. Like most species in its
family, the caterpillars acquire chemical
defenses from their host plants, so they are
potentially toxic or unpalatable. There is
evidence that the larvae may also be
venomous so people are warned not to
touch these caterpillars.
The wing span is 3.7 to 5.5 cm. The adult
moth flies in May and June.
The moth primarily feeds on hickory, pecan,
and walnuts, but will also eat ash, elm, oak
and willow. It occasionally causes local
defoliation of nut trees, but high densities
do not last long enough to cause significant
damage.

June 12, 2020
Virginia Ctenucha
(Ctenucha virginica)
The Virginia Ctenucha (Ctenucha
virginica) is a large, northern wasp
moth of the family Erebidae. It is
found in every Canadian province
and rarely in Virginia despite its
name.
The wingspan ranges from 40–50
millimetres.
Adults fly May to July and have
two generations per year.
The larvae feed on grasses, sedges
and iris. We think of moths as
night creatures but this is one of
the moths that is active during the
day and feeds on nectar of various
flowers.

June 18, 2020
The Virginian Tiger Moth
(Spilosoma virginica)
The Virginian Tiger Moth (Spilosoma
virginica) is a member of the family
Erebidae . It is widespread throughout
most of North America, but more
common in the east.
The wingspan is 32-52 mm. There are 2
to 3 generations per year.
The larvae feed on many types of lowgrowing plants, woody shrubs and trees.
The larva is one of the most common
caterpillars and is known as the yellow
woolly bear.

Most adult moths live only for a few weeks.
Remember the beautiful Harnessed Tiger Moth of May?
As on May 30, 2020

As on June 21, 2020

In 22 days its wings are tattered, its colours are fading, its adult life is
almost over!

June 19, 2020
Dogbane Tiger Moth
or Delicate Cycnia
(Cycnia tenera)
The Dogbane Tiger Moth or Delicate Cycnia
(Cycnia tenera), is a moth in the family
Erebidae. It occurs throughout North
America, from southern British Columbia
to Nova Scotia southwards to Arizona and
Florida.
The forewing length is 18-19 mm.
Adults fly from May to October and
sometimes fly in the daytime. There are
usually two or more generations per year.
It is poisonous as is its larva which feeds
on plants such as dogbane & milkweed.
The night flying adults emit clicks and there
have been many studies as to whether
these clicks are disruptive of bat
echolocation.

June 19, 2020
Green Pug
(Pasiphila rectangulata)
The Green Pug (Pasiphila rectangulata) is a
moth of the family Geometridae. It is the only
species in this genus in North America. It was
introduced to northeastern North America
from Europe around 1970 and now is found in
northeastern United States, southeastern
Canada, British Columbia and Washington.
The wingspan is 15-21 mm and adults fly from
June to August.
The larva feeds on the flowers of various fruit
trees including apple, blackthorn, cherry,
hawthorn, pear and quince and thus is a
potential pest to fruit trees.

June 20, 2020
Spiny Oak-slug Moth
(Euclea delphinii)
Spiny Oak-slug Moth (Euclea delphinii) is a
member of the family Limacodidae.
It is found in southern Ontario, Quebec and
New Brunswick down to Florida, west to
Texas and Oklahoma, and north to
Minnesota.
The wing span is 19-31 mm. Adults fly from
May to October. There is one generation per
year.
The larvae feed on leaves of apple,
basswood, cherry, chestnut, maple, oak,
redbud, sycamore, willow, and other broadleaved woody plants.

June 21, 2020
Pink-barred
Pseudeustrotia
(Pseudeustrotia carneola)
Pink-barred Pseudeustrotia
(Pseudeustrotia carneola) is a moth
of the family Noctuidae. It is found in
North America, where it has been
recorded from Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick west to Alberta and
Colorado, south to the Gulf of
Mexico.
Adults fly from May to September
The wingspan is 20-24 mm.
Larvae feed on dock, goldenrod, and
smartweed.

June 22, 2020
Pale Metanema
(Metanema inatomaria)
The Pale Metanema or Yellow-lined Thorn
(Metanema inatomaria) is a moth of the
family Geometridae. It is found from eastcentral British Columbia and southern
Northwest Territories and Yukon, east to
Nova Scotia, south to Mississippi, Texas
and Arizona.
The wingspan is 25–36 mm. Adults fly from
late May to mid July.
The larvae mainly feed on aspen, poplar
and willows.

Reproduction
Adult moths are all about
reproduction. Many adults don’t
even have mouth parts to feed.
Their life span as an adult is often
very short so they need to find a
mate and fast.
With all those moths out there how
do they find each other? Here, the
Lesser Maple Spanworm Moths
show us how many species of
moths do that.
The female emits a special scent
called a pheromone. The male has
large, feathered antennae which are
characteristic of pheromone-using
moths. He flies zigzag search
patterns until he smells a waiting
female and he flies to her and they
mate.

Feathered antennae of
male

June 22, 2020
Green Marvel
(Agriopodes fallax )
The Green Marvel (Agriopodes
fallax) is a moth of the family
Noctuidae. It is found in most of
North America, from Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland and
Labrador and Manitoba south to
Arizona and Florida.
The wingspan is about 34 mm.
Adults are on the wing for most of
the summer months.
The larvae feed on Viburnum
species such as highbush
cranberry.

June 23, 2020
Canadian Petrophila
(Petrophila canadensis)
Canadian Petrophila (Petrophila
canadensis) is a moth in the family
Crambidae. It is found in southern Canada
and northeastern United States: west to
Quebec and North Dakota, south to
Tennessee and North Carolina.
It is a small moth with a wingspan of 11–
18 mm. Adults are on wing from May to
September with two generations per year.
The larvae are aquatic and live inside
underwater retreats (sheets of spun silk)
on top of rocks in streams and rivers and
feed on diatoms that become trapped in
their silk sheets. They also scrape algae
from rocks in streams and rivers.

June 28, 2020
Linnaeus's Spangle-wing or
Linden Bark Borer
(Chrysoclista linneella)
The Linnaeus's Spangle-wing or Linden
Bark Borer (Chrysoclista linneella) is a moth
of the family Agonoxenidae.
Introduced from Europe in 1928, it is now
found in New York State, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont,
southern Ontario, Halifax, and Nova Scotia.
It is a tiny moth with a wing span of 12
mm. Adults fly from May to September.
Larvae bore within the bark of European
Linden trees. There is one generation per
year.

June 29, 2020
Lesser Maple
Spanworm Moth
(Speranza pustularia)
The Lesser Maple Spanworm
(Speranza pustularia) is a moth of the
family Geometridae.
It is found from Nova Scotia to
Florida, west to Mississippi, north to
North Dakota and Saskatchewan.
The wingspan is 18–27 mm. Adults
are on wing from May to July in the
south and from June to August in the
north. There is one generation per
year.
The larvae feed on the leaves of
maple, especially Red Maple, but also
on birch, cherry, poplar and some
species of fir trees.

June 30, 2020
Tufted
Bird Dropping Moth
(Cerma cerintha)
The Tufted Bird Dropping Moth
(Cerma cerintha) is a species of owlet
moth in the family Noctuidae and is
common in most parts of eastern
North America.
It has a wingspan of 28-33 mm.
Adults fly from May to August in the
south and mainly June and July in the
north. There is one generation per
year.
The larvae feed on leaves of plants in
the rose family (Rosaceae) such as
apple, cherry, hawthorn, peach, pear,
plum and rose.

Lots of predators like to eat moths!
What is a moth to do??
Or like something inedible
Look Like a Leaf

Like the Pale Metanema does!

Like the Tufted Bird
Dropping Moth does!

This presentation includes a sampling of the various
types of moths that visited our moth trap during
the month of June.
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Next month visit Nature London’s web site at
www.naturelondon.com to learn about the
Moths of July and some more “cool” moth facts!

