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The moths described in these slides are only a sampling of those that were found in 
the morning on the light trap that is in our back yard in London, Ontario. 

Light 
Source 

Thin White 
Cotton Sheet 

How am I going 
to chase the 

squirrels with 
that awful sheet 

in the way?  

My goal is to learn more about my moth neighbours. 
  I hope by sharing, I inspire others to do the same. 



August 1, 2020 
Maple-basswood Leafroller 

(Cenopis pettitana) 

The Maple-basswood Leafroller, Cenopis 
pettitana, is a member of the family 
Tortricidae. It is found in eastern North 
America, from Nova Scotia to Florida and 
west to Texas. 

The wingspan is 23-28 mm.  

Adults are on the wing from May to 
September. There is one generation per 
year. 

The larvae feed on the leaves of apple, 
basswood and maple. 

 It is called a Leafroller because the larva 
hide and feed inside a rolled leaf or leaf-tip. 
Pupation occurs inside the leaf rolls.  This 
specimen is a newly emerged adult.  As it 
ages it will become almost pure white. 



August 8, 2020 
Eastern Panthea Moth 

(Panthea furcilla) 

The Eastern Panthea Moth, Panthea 
furcilla, is a member of the family 
Noctuidae. 

It is found across the boreal forest 
region of Canada west to the Rocky 
Mountains, and in the eastern parts 
of the United States.  

It has a wingspan of 33-50 mm.  

The adults fly from June to August.  
There is one generation a year in 
Canada. 

The larvae feed on eastern larch, 
pines, and spruces.  



This moth visited on June 23 but only by 
dissection could it be identified as either 
a Sycamore Tussock Moth or a Banded 
Tussock Moth. 

IDENTIFYING MOTHS CAN BE VERY DIFFICULT INDEED! 

On August 8, this caterpillar was crawling 
on our BBQ.  The bright orange tufts 
identify it as a Sycamore Tussock Moth 
larva.   

The larvae of the Sycamore Tussock Moth feed exclusively on leaves of trees of the genus 
Platanus.   A London Plane Tree belongs to this genus and is growing right beside where 
this larva and adult were found. So perhaps the moth is a Sycamore Tussock Moth.   

Identifying a larva and knowing the food it eats can help. 
  



August 10, 2020 
Rusty Holomelina 

(Virbia ferruginosa) 

 The Rusty Holomelina Moth, Virbia 
ferruginosa, is a moth in the family 
Erebidae. It is found from Nova Scotia to 
British Columbia in Canada and, in the 
United States, from the northeast and 
upper Midwest, south to Virginia, 
Mississippi, Missouri and Louisiana.  

The wingspan is about 24 mm. There is 
one generation per year.  

There are 14 named species of Virbia in 
America north of Mexico.  Some Virbia 
species are almost indistinguishable from 
each other due to the variability of 
characteristics within a given species. The 
identification of this specimen is a "best 
estimate” but is included to show the 
diversity of form found in moths. 

 



August 21, 2020 
Oldwife Underwing 

(Catocala palaeogama) 

The Oldwife Underwing, Catocala palaeogama, 
is a member of the family Erebidae.  It is found 
from Ontario to Quebec, and Maine to Georgia, 
west to Texas, north to South Dakota and to 
Minnesota. 

The wingspan is 60-70 mm.  Adults fly from June 
to October. There is one generation per year.   

It overwinters as an egg which has been 
deposited on tree bark in the fall. 

Larvae feed on leaves of hickory and walnut. 

 
 This photo of an underwing 
moth taken a few years ago 
clearly shows the brightly 
coloured underwings. 



August 24, 2020 
Master’s Dart Moth 

(Feltia herilis) 

The Master's Dart Moth, Feltia herilis, is a 
moth of the family Noctuidae.  It is found 
from Vancouver Island to Newfoundland, 
north to the Northwest Territories border 
and south to the Gulf coast. 

The wingspan is 34-44 mm. Adults are on 
the wing from July to October. There is one 
generation per year. 

Larvae feed on more than 40 plant species 
including crops, forages, vegetables, and 
forbs/herbs. 

Adults have been reported to feed on 
nectar at night.  



August 28, 2020 
The Gem Moth 

(Orthonama obstipata) 

The Gem Moth, Orthonama obstipata, is a 
member of the family Geometridae and is 
found worldwide.  It is a common moth in 
North Africa and Southern Europe and occurs 
in most of the southern parts of North 
America. 

The adult's wingspan is 18-21 mm.  They have 
two to three generations a year. 

The larvae feed on a variety of herbaceous 
plants, such as chrysanthemum, dock and 
knotweed. 

Adults cannot survive winters.  They are  strong 
fliers and are known to cross long distances of 
open ocean. So is this one a visitor from farther 
south or did it come from abroad?  A mystery 
we will never be able to solve but it is nice it 
dropped by to visit us. 

 

This moth is well named.  
Note the “gems” in its 
wings. 



August 28, 2020 
American Idia 

(Idia americalis) 

The American Idia Moth, Idia 
americalis, is a moth of the 
family Erebidae.  It is found 
throughout North America. 

The wingspan is 20-30 mm. 

The adults fly from May to 
October and there are multiple 
generations per year. 

The larvae feed on lichen and 
dead leaves. 



August 28, 2020 
Rustic Quaker 

(Orthodes majuscula) 

The Rustic Quaker, Orthodes majuscula, 
is a moth of the family Noctuidae. It is 
found from Alberta eastward across 
Canada into the eastern United States 
and across to Arizona. 

The wingspan is 28-35 mm. Adults are on 
the wing from May to August. 

The larvae feed on a wide range of 
plants, including dandelions, plantains, 
grasses and willows. 



August 28, 2020 
Ash Tip Borer 

(Papaipema furcata) 

The Ash Tip Borer, Papaipema 
furcata, is a moth of the family 
Noctuidae. It is found from Quebec 
and New Hampshire to Georgia, west 
to Louisiana and north to Manitoba. 

The wingspan is about 33-49 mm. 
Adults are on the wing from August 
to October. 

The larvae feed on species of ash and 
box-elder maple trees. They bore 
into the twigs of their host plant. 



August 28, 2020 
The Bride 

(Catocala neogama) 

The Bride, Catocala neogama, is an 
underwing moth in the family Erebidae.  
It is found from Ontario and Quebec to 
Florida, west through Texas and 
Oklahoma to Arizona, north to Colorado 
and Wisconsin. 

The wingspan is 70-85 mm.  Adults fly 
from July to late September.  The Bride 
overwinters as an egg.  Eggs are 
deposited on tree bark in the fall and 
hatch in the spring.  

The larvae feed on the leaves of trees 
such as black walnut, hickory and oak. 



August 31, 2020 
Bent-line Carpet 

(Costaconvexa centrostrigaria) 

The Bent-line Carpet Moth, Costaconvexa 
centrostrigaria, is a moth in the family 
Geometridae. It is native to most of North 
America, except the Arctic.  

It is an introduced species in Great 
Britain, the Canary Islands, the Azores and 
Madeira. 

The wingspan is 17-23 mm. Adults are on 
wing from May to October in Ontario. 

There are two or more generations per 
year. 

Larvae feed on species of knotweed and 
smartweed. 



August 31, 2020 
Arge Tiger Moth 
(Apantesis arge) 

The Arge Tiger Moth, Apantesis arge, 
is a moth of the family Erebidae.   

It is found in North America from 
Ontario and Quebec and Maine to 
Florida, west to New Mexico and  
North to North Dakota.   

The wingspan is 38-50 mm.  Adults 
are on the wing from July to 
September. 

There is one generation per year. 

The larvae feed on leaves of corn, 
dock, lambs-quarters or goosefoot, 
grape, plantain, smartweed and 
sunflower. 



I certainly have achieved my goal to learn more about my moth neighbours.   
If you have been inspired to do the same, some helpful references are included in 

the next slide. 

No more moth 
trap!  Finally I can 

run after the 
squirrels without 

dodging that 
awful sheet! 

All good things must come to an end and such is the case with these moth 
presentations. 



Some Helpful References  

• Peterson Field Guide to Moths of Northeastern North America (2012) - Beadle and 
Leckie 

• BugGuide - https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740 

• Tom Murray’s site - https://www.pbase.com/tmurray74/moths 

• Moth Photographers Group - 
http://mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu/Plates.shtml 

• Ontario Moths - https://www.backyardnature.net/n/a/moo/ 

• And the Internet search engines can be very helpful too. 

 

I wish to extend a VERY BIG THANK YOU to my husband, Eric.  For four months, he 
faithfully went out early each morning to take the photos.  Without his efforts this 
presentation could not have been made. 
 
I also wish to extend a VERY BIG THANK YOU to my Nature Buddies.  They have helped 
me in so many ways from encouraging me to take on this project, to patiently guiding 
me as I honed my basic identification skills, to tactfully correcting my identification 
errors , to identifying the moths I could not identify, and then proof reading each 
presentation and providing the corrections needed. 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
https://www.pbase.com/tmurray74/moths
http://mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu/Plates.shtml
https://www.backyardnature.net/n/a/moo/


The Nature Conservancy of Canada asks us:  
“Why are moths important and why should we care about them?”.  

Here are some of the answers given: 
 

• Moths are a major part of our biodiversity and play vital roles in the 
ecosystem, affecting many other types of wildlife. 

• Adult moths and their caterpillars are important food for a wide variety of 
wildlife, including other insects, spiders, frogs, toads, bats and birds. In 
fact, moths make up a major part of the diet of bats. 

• Moths pollinate flowers while feeding on their nectar, and therefore help 
in seed production. This includes wild plants, garden plants and food 
crops. 

• Moths play a vital role in telling us about the health of our environment. 

https://www.natureconservancy.ca  

To learn more go to: 

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/

