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Chi mney Swift Liaison f

Updated April 1, 20

TIPS FOR HOSTI NG CHI MNEY SWI KTdst aiQUWl
| f there are swjftensndgouyoehsenfeyn
You have the rare privilege of hosti
fold right on your own premises. Her
T Clean your chimney every year (best
9 Do wuse your furnace or fireplace d
T Keep the damper of your fireplace ¢
9 Donoctap the chimney or | ine it with
9 1 f a metal Ilining is installed, <cap
T Make chi mney and roof repairsOwhebe
T To keep nuisance animals out of the
wi de band of metal flashing around
9 I'f pruning trees, | eave some dead b
T I'f you ar e bboetghgeirnegd cbayl Ifsoodn t he tw
foam rubber (not fiberglass insul at
T Wel come swiftsitlmey ocaat chhuigemerwyumber
structural damage to the chimney, and
9 I f swifts are occupying your chimney,
studying swifts and working tchi moeyemw
El sewhere inO®Ohamairo®wicbhbnhWatteh @bi rdscana
Read on to | earn more about swifts,
ideas on how to be the best swift host

Amazing Facts about Chi mney Swifts

Last North American bird to have wint
Whil e migrating, 100s or 1000s roost

T Among fastest flyers in the bird worl
T Spend far more ti mebasned hbei radsr. t han o
1 Have amazing maneuverability, and ¢an
T Large eyes focus quickly at high spee:
T Can echolocate (though bats are muc¢h
T Dine exclusively ont Kilryd nogf ibnosdeyc tvse|i geh
19 Despite small size (ca 21 g), can fly
T Forage at Tgbeat bei gt 2908 tamdl1 A0 & em o@!
T Capture more than 1000 flying insec¢ts
T When not in aid, kel itmgveoddpgadkeasmur f ac
T Unable to walk or perch horizontally,
T Nest inside dimly I|it spaces (once|ho
T Use saliva to glue tiny twig nests|to
T Eggs are pure white; at hatching, #the
1 Tedayl d nestlings resemble prickly |por
1

1

T Annually flies more than 10,000 kmj|on
T One swift can fly 2 million km in &a vy
T Can live up to 14 years in the wild,

M


mailto:chimneyswift@naturelondon.com
mailto:OntarioSwiftWatch@birdscanada.org
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https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Chimney_Swift/sounds

Detailed Tips and I nformation for d S
Rarely do private citizens have th ty
tion toebetihne g wefl la species at risk. S
swifts are among the fortunate few e s
experience as positive as possible h e
See Appendix A (page 7) for advice nin
chi mney I f they are
1T Late Apr to early Oct: keep chi mn ar
T Do not usetheflreplace or furna i f
the season
T Hire only an ethical chi mney <cl ea ab
and understands the implications © err stat.
k1l n Ontario and Canada, Chi mney Swifts, their
k Some chi mney sweeps may say that swiifutnst rauaeu s
k They may mistake swifts for European Starlin
k Chi mney c¢l eaning and wildlife removal compart
wrongly believe that Chimney Swifts are haze:
1T Have the chimney c¢cl eaned annually in | ate Marcl
swifts return in the spring.
k Cl eaning removes soot and creosote (from bur
k Swift nests are |l ess |ikely to become det ach
T I f the chimney is |ined with metal, cap it to
T I'f you instald/l a spark arrester or a wire scre
sure it is removed before swifts return in the
T I'f you are converting an existing heating syst
with metal, consider venting the exhaust el sewt
k Or, i f the chimney contains two separate fIl u
k The second flue can remain unlined and open
T 1'f you are doing roof or chimney repairs, have
T I'f you are no | onger wusing your chimney and it
fore deciding to demolish the entire chimney,
around the top, while |l eaving the shaft open.
k Swifts are usually happy to continue using a
T I'f you are concerned that raccoons or squir-rel
cm band of metal flashing around the upper par:t
T I'f you are concerned that squirrels and ot her
hanging foliage from nearby trees trimmed back
T 1f you think heavy rainfall mi ght cause water
construct a small r o-o it asl ul p pl ocergtse; d sbeyc ufroeu ri,n tphianc,
T When pruning trees, | eave some dead branches i1
k Swifts break tiny dead twigs
nest construction.

1T Foebdkegging calls of youngsters in

k Keeping the damper firml-y cl o

vents swifts accidentally ent

k And/ or, firmly wedge insul at:i

berglass) above the fireplace

k Be sure to remove it after th
¢CKAA &2dzy3 asAD Ad AXNSI dKthyawi aYS1éxcessively noisy p
2t Rz GKS adl3S +i ¢KQACQKi ¢2diF@§8NB $ NBn the chimney; o
y2al tA1St ®SEAAYWT DIFZ AR

(0]



1T Keep food garbage and yard t
not to attract raccoons, w \
chi mneys or commandeer <chi SWIFT'FRIENDI-Y ‘@ l

9 Remember that swifts creat PROPERTY moeoiaa Ty C
do not negatively i1 mpact t €
ney, they do not spread di
hazards.

T Once swifts have used your i
They may take ad yebart oo ha
alterations that might mak ¢

T Enjoy swifts! Watch their I
swoop about capturing inse (
t he chi mne y . This property is recognized

T Educat e ot her s |l nvite fr for providing Important nesting
swifts. and roosting habitat for the

Chimney Swift, a rare and

1T Take pride in the i mportan threatened bird. al
swift conservation. AR MORE AND PARTICIPATE

k Contact Bird Studies CGCa [

tificate (shown above r| n vy
|l etting everyone -fkrnioemn cl| t
ing (use address for Ont a o] bel o

T Make sure any companies servicing you ace
having work done (especially cleaning or repai:H

T I'f swifts are nesting or roosting in house
conserve swifts

kI n Londoaohi moeyawitft @n.aturel ondon.

K El sewhere inOOntbaiio&bwicomMaacth @i r ds or
Addi ti onal Suggestions for Owners of en
1T See Appendix A (page 7) for advice i I ni
T As pertinent, follow suggestions on nd
T Ensure there is an opening through ft

dow in the gable or el sewhere can pr oV Ce:

T Avoid storing things in the barn that att

Addi ti onal I nformation for Owners of on

T See Appendix A (page 7) for advice n determini

T As pertinent, follow suggestions for owners of

T Chi mneys o | ar ge bwiiladien gg togre
¢ Kk A single pair of swifts may
small c¢chi mney, such as is ty

A : ) T Lardiyieameter chimneys may al so b

s for communal overnight roosting

; ‘ Kk Communal roosts may be o-ccup
. gration, as well as during t
nomreeder s) .

1T More than a dozen | arge London
|l arl'y used by swifts for commun
k Swifts may switch roosts fro
necessarily occupy the same
f Numbers at roosts tend to be | a

n


mailto:chimneyswift@naturelondon.com
mailto:OntarioSwiftWatch@birdscanada.org
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on there are usua 2ver
oost chimneys bei . . . or
i mney is being us Swift-friendly Chimney |,
no active nest 1in 5 u a l
and goings of sw h ot
I mney i s used for n c
can be observed m 2 S @
silent and qui ck) eV e
nd their nests
Il mney i s being us at
by birds roostin >r e
ntries and exits pl
sence of a highly This chimney provides important habitat fora fl
twittering swifts Threatened species the Chimney Swift
an owner is not ""a{ g swisot ot smovy v it me ey TV C €
| have been using “‘ e o it
cted 60, 100 or 1| asiinein., s o e
chimneys on |arge} oo timeysm SHEmEmmEint g av
so owners of suUC|J mommmomemnmmone e s enes - fCe |
e sounds of swift . e oo coecanada 515
or managers of | al}=fmum |( 1V e
ontact with peopl\\ /fur
mneys |t i s the:, cror—o UuSc T ul T U puSt c
above right) beside the chimney cl eanout
and indicating appropriate precautions
b iSavii-firtiae n d | 9s iCdin mr@EwotnatraicaSwi f t Wat ch @bi r ds
ide in the presence of swifts in your ct
ndl s iPgrno pienr ttyhe wi ndow or the | obby of vy
btain su®©mtarsiodn, f¢ Wattadt@bi rdscanada. or
y of London and | ocal environment al gr ot
daFrio¢éadbpy ature Canada) . By ¢
t ak prid g an important contr
ar e l on your chimney (but s\
erna e it down. I n most c:
t ha S pe
may his section of the <c
her o remove the rows of
edge eadily return to the
sur ne in a season when
¢t KS 5}132)/&? OKAYYySe i 9f ¢
' YAGSNEAGE ®
CINJ£SD 6HnmMpOY &K2gAy3
iKS dzLILISNI a2y Sg2NL @ ¢f
t2y3SN) ySSRSR T2NJ B8Syay:
a2z AY HamcI UKS dzLIJLISNJ L
NEY2@SR YR I yS4 NRAY L
iKS (2L SR3ISO®
bSENJ £ SD 6nnnundY GKS OKJ
KSA3IKG® {o6ADa KE@S 02y«
F2NJ 020K yS&dsy3d FyR 02Y"
LY Ylye OFaSaz GKS Ozai
dzLILISNJ LIk NI 2F | OKAYySe
NBY2@Ay3a G(KS SyasN OKA Yy
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