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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

This report, which covers the period from September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021, also covers a 

period during which the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact, throughout the year, our 

programs and operations that involved meetings, presentations, field trips and other activities. 

While the coronavirus pandemic put a damper on indoor meetings, the Indoor Meetings 

Coordinators busily organized a series of virtual presentations and the Field Trip Coordinators 

worked hard with field trip leaders to line up a series of outings. The London Chimney Swift 

monitoring program was able to continue, as well as the Skunk’s Misery Butterfly Count, with 

both initiatives being successful in providing valuable new data. A very successful Christmas Bird 

Count also went ahead as usual except for the cancellation of the traditional potluck dinner. 

 

The pandemic increased our reliance on virtual and digital communications and our other 

communications outlets.  We owe a special vote of thanks to our Webmaster, our e-Newsletter 

Coordinators, our Facebook Coordinator, and The Cardinal Editorial Committee for their efforts 

above and beyond as we tried to keep members informed and engaged.  As necessary, we 

introduced new processes and systems to help us to adjust to the current circumstances. New 

enhancements included the addition of a YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCZBEfVSB3j1ZdqhO8qn3bMw), with thanks to Chris Baldock for implementing it.  I expect the 

channel will play an increasingly important role, as it develops and becomes better known, in 

addressing our objective “to stimulate public interest in and understanding of nature and its 

protection and preservation.” 

Lower profile, but essential activities that involve a lot of time-consuming, detail-oriented work 

continued, and we were fortunate to have stalwarts like Gail McNeil and Hugh Casbourn 

managing the memberships and our Treasurer, Lesley Pergau, and the other members of the 

Finance Committee—Bernie VanDenBelt, Sandy Levin, and Henry Przysiezny— doing the yeoman’s 

work, along with Susan Relecom, our Giving Program Coordinator, to ensure that Nature London 

maintained the ability to responsibly, productively, and transparently manage the resources that 

are entrusted to us. One of the projects undertaken was devising an investment strategy to be 

implemented in 2021-2022 to support green initiatives, to generate an improved rate of return on 

invested funds, and to have available a reasonably predictable and stable source of funding from 

year to year to fund Nature London’s priorities. 
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The Awards Committee was also active and, with the cancellation of the Awards Banquet due to 

pandemic restrictions, the various awards were instead presented over a series of virtual meetings 

in 2020 and 2021. This was done both to avoid viewer screen fatigue and to ensure that we could 

allow adequate time for meaningful presentations. 

This year we had the honour of presenting Muriel Andreae the W. E. Saunders Award of Merit in 

recognition of her many and varied exceptional contributions to Nature London.  Herb Bax 
received a Special Recognition Award for his contributions to the development and maintenance of 
Cedarcroft and James and Roslyn Moorhead received a Special Recognition Award for their 
contributions as editors of the Guide to the Natural Areas of London and Region. Ron Martin, 
Leslie Rockwell, Tom Reaume, and Shirley and Denzil D’Mello received Thank You (Suncatcher) 

Awards for their many contributions to the publication of The Cardinal. In addition, Brendon 
Samuels, a PhD student at Western University, received a Conservation Award for his work on 
avian protection, and the Delaware Sportsmen’s Conservation Association received a Conservation 
Award for their long-term work on habitat conservation. 
 
In 2021, London became the fourth city in Canada and the first mid-sized city to earn Nature 

Canada’s Bird Friendly City status (https://www.birdfriendlylondon.ca/).  Nature London 

supported this initiative and is represented by Stacey Jaczko. Subsequently the London Bird Team, 

collaborating with the City of London, polled people on which species should become London’s 

official bird, and the winner was Nature London’s mascot, the Northern Cardinal.  

Our Nature London archivists, Dave and Winnie Wake, contributed to Museum London’s 80th 

anniversary project (http://80ml.museumlondon.ca/) by writing about a promotional “hug a tree” 

button that was distributed by the McIlwraith Field Naturalists at the time of the official opening 

of Cedarcroft in 1983. 

After a long period of distinguished service to Nature London, the Nature Line was discontinued 

because of diminished use and the existence of alternatives such as eBird. Thanks go to all those — 
most recently, Rick Martin, Gail McNeil, and Cathy Quinlan — who maintained this service over 
the years. 

As we are best known nowadays as “Nature London,” there was increasing confusion among, for 
example, potential donors who were not aware of the fact that our official corporate name was 

McIlwraith Field Naturalists of London Ontario Inc.; consequently, it was decided to replace the 
McIlwraith Field Naturalists name with Nature London Inc. to align our corporate name with the 
name by which we are best known. This change was accomplished by an amendment to our 
Letters Patent of March 17, 1972 which, apart from the name change, remain the same. McIlwraith 
Field Naturalists doesn’t disappear, of course, since it remains a proud part of our history in 
honouring the eminent nineteenth century Ontario ornithologist Thomas McIlwraith.  

https://www.birdfriendlylondon.ca/
http://80ml.museumlondon.ca/
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Nature London continued to work with Ontario Nature and other environmental organizations, 
farmers, and municipalities on advocacy to address our objective “to conserve wildlife and protect 
its natural habitat.” This will likely become an increasing preoccupation given development 
pressures that threaten increasingly scarce wildlife habitats in southwestern Ontario in tandem 
with increased pressures due to anthropogenic climate change. 

As we depart 2020-2021 and look forward to 2021-2022, we can do so with the hope that the 

pandemic will finally start to fade into the background with increased immunization and other 

measures to mitigate its impacts.  Although we may not be going back to 2019 normal, we will be 

able to adapt to the “new normal” and be able to once again explore nature more widely and more 

freely in companionship with like-minded friends and colleagues. 

Gordon Neish 

 
 

PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

One of the tasks assigned to the Past President is the compilation of the Annual Report.  It is an 

exercise that reveals what a dynamic organization Nature London is.  Dozens of volunteers spend 

hundreds of hours each year advancing the objects of the club on many different fronts.  The 

Annual Report is one means of capturing a snapshot of all this activity.  At 50+ pages in length, 

there is clearly a lot to celebrate! 

This year marks the conclusion of two initiatives that have been fixtures of the club for many 

years.  Before the digital age came to dominant the information landscape, the Nature Line served 

as a place members could report, or learn about, sightings of birds and other things natural as 

well as upcoming events.  Our thanks go to all those who assisted in managing the line over the 

years and to all who contributed sightings – you and the Nature Line have served the club well. 

Since 1983 - nearly four decades – Pete Read has served as Nature London’s Migrations Secretary.  

During that time, he has reviewed countless sightings to faithfully document the comings and 

goings of all things avian in Middlesex County.  His reports were a “must read” for many club 

members as he noted first arrivals, rarities and last sightings in a given year.  Although digital 

platforms such as eBird have now moved to the fore, many of us will truly miss his Birding in 

Middlesex reports which consolidated all this information in one delightful “read” by a “Read”. 
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As you will note later in this year’s report, Nature London’s immensely popular Nature in the City 

lecture series is at a crossroads.  After a very successful 15-year run, the series has been on hiatus 

the last two years due to COVID-19 restrictions.  As we emerge from the grips of the pandemic, 

there is an opportunity for a new leadership team to take this initiative forward and to put their 

own stamp on it. 

While some initiatives have drawn to a close, I am pleased to highlight two new additions to the 

Annual Report, the Bird Friendly City initiative and the Osprey monitoring program.  A Nature 

Canada initiative, Bird Friendly City was eagerly embraced and promoted by a coalition of local 

groups whose participants included Nature London.  Our thanks go to board member Stacey 

Jaczko for ably coordinating the club’s participation in this venture which also includes other club 

members.  

As Osprey numbers have climbed steadily in our region, interest in monitoring their nesting 

success has also grown.  What a delight it is to now regularly see these magnificent birds locally.  

Our thanks go to Ric and Sandy Symmes and their team for all their efforts in tracking nest sites 

and nesting success in our region.  In a time where many species are declining, the resurgence of 

this species locally is a heartwarming success story. 

In closing, I would like to thank all those who have contributed their talents and time to make 

nature London the vibrant organization it is.  That the club has effectively continued its efforts 

despite the pandemic is a testament to your dedication and creativity.  Whether 2020-21 marks 

the beginning or end of your volunteer efforts – or simply another year in a long-standing 

commitment – thank you for all the energy and passion you bring to your work.  Your efforts are 

the heart and soul of the club.  

My report would be incomplete without acknowledging the efforts of Norm Corrin who continues 

to work quietly behind the scenes as our Volunteer Coordinator, playing “matchmaker” between 

prospective volunteers and the needs of the club.  You are one special volunteer, Norm!   

If anything in this report inspires you to step forward, please contact Norm or any board member; 

we’d love to have you as part of our volunteer team! 

Bernie VanDenBelt 
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ARCHIVES 
 
Nature London Archival Fonds 
The bulk of the Nature London (NL) fonds continues to be housed, free of charge, in the restricted-
access area of the London Room of the Central Public Library (LPL).  Additional material is stored 
at the archivists’ home, due to insufficient space at LPL.  Because of the COVID-19 situation, the 
archivists have not been able to access the NL archival holdings at LPL since March 2020.  
  
Accruals continue, including a donation from Don Muller of bird checklists and notebooks 
(beginning in 1939) belonging to Gerd Muller.  Accruals have been tentatively assigned to Series 
but will not be formally accessioned until they can be transferred to a permanent location within 

the NL archives proper.   
 
Activities Carried out in Response to Requests 
• Researched date of Black-throated Gray Warbler record in Middlesex County (1980). 
• Supplied London Public Library with 1868 photo of club picnic for use in LPL virtual game.   
• Provided info on origin of name of Kains Woods to UTRCA. 
• Provided information to NL Board relating to the adoption of the name Nature London in 

2009. 
• Researched history of Nature Line and Hotline for an article for The Cardinal. 
• At request of London Room of London Public Library, arranged donation of copies of 1st, 5th 

and 6th editions of Guide to the Natural Areas of London and Vicinity.   

 
Other Activities 
• One “Vignette from Nature London’s Past” was published in The Cardinal (four remain on file 

for future use): 
o “Student Teachers Visit Sifton Bog in 1910s” (No 261, Autumn 2020) 

• Wrote article and supplied photos for memorial tribute to Shirley Lorimer in The Cardinal. 

• Sent information to City of London and requested that the new Mud Creek multi-use pathway 
(near Oxford and Wonderland) include interpretive signage recognizing Peters’ Swamp as a 
hotspot for native orchids in the late 1800s.  

• April 19, 2021: Official launch of Nature London history page on club website (PowerPoint plus 
short and long versions of club history). 

• May 3, 2021: Launch by Museum London (ML) of its 80th anniversary virtual exhibit for which 
NL archivists wrote 80 words to accompany artifact selected by ML – 1980s MFN Hug-a-Tree 
button/sticker. 

o For participation received $160; donated $80 to Museum London, $80 to Nature 
London. 

o Promoted ML exhibit and NL artefact through NL Facebook, e-newsletter and 
Cardinal. 

o Partnership between ML and Anderson Craft Ales produced limited edition beer 
cans; Hug-a-Tree sticker graphic was one of several designs featured. 
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Professional Development 
• May 12, 2021: Attended virtual workshop on current best practices for archiving born-digital 

records (sponsored by Archives Association of Ontario). 
 
Winifred and David Wake 
 
 

AWARDS BANQUET 
 
The arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic in March brought an abrupt change to Nature London’s 

“modus operandi” and our annual Awards Banquet was no exception. It soon became apparent 

that our traditional banquet could not proceed in 2020. However, recognizing that there were 

numerous individuals worthy of timely recognition – and that, “where there’s a will, there’s a 

way” – the board decided to proceed with plans for a virtual banquet.  

 

The 2020 edition of this event had most of the hallmarks of our traditional banquet with the 

rather noticeable exception of food!  For that, participants were “on their own” and free to tailor 

the menu to their personal tastes. Having already made the transition to a webinar format for our 

monthly Indoor Meetings, the template was already in place for a virtual Awards Banquet. 

 

Seventy-two registrations were received for the event with more than one person taking part in 

many households. 

 

President Gordon Neish welcomed everyone to the meeting, which was held using the Zoom 

platform. Following his opening remarks, the W.E. Saunders Award of Merit was presented to 

Muriel Andreae. To begin, the award description was read by Anita Caveney of Nature London’s 

Awards Committee. The citation, prepared by Karen Auzins and read by Gordon Neish, 

highlighted Muriel’s numerous contributions to the club. These range from serving on the several 

committees to leading field trips.  She also served on the board of directors, first from 1983 – 1991 

(as Recording Secretary) and from 2013 – 2019 including two years as President. The full text of 

her citation was later published in The Cardinal. 

 

Following the citation, Muriel was presented with her certificate virtually with the actual 

certificate and a copy of the citation to be conveyed at a later date. Muriel addressed the meeting 

participants thanking them for the honour. She also shared her intention to donate the $100 that 

accompanies the award to Ontario Nature to support its efforts to protect the province’s wetlands 

and other natural habitats. 
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Traditionally, all the awards associated with the banquet have been presented that night.  Given 

our virtual meeting format, it was decided that it would be preferable to present one major award 

at each of our upcoming monthly meetings. As such, Special Recognition Awards were later 

presented to Jim and Roslyn Moorhead for their work on the Natural Areas Guides (January 2021) 

and Herb Bax for his efforts at Cedarcroft (February). Our Conservation Awards were presented at 

the March and April meetings to Brendon Samuels and the Delaware Sportsmen’s Conservation 

Association. 

 

Following the award presentation, Deb Gorman-Smith announced the three door prize winners: 

Louise Bellhouse, Marianne Rutledge and Marion & Carl Hearn. Winners received a copy of the 

recently released Sixth Edition of our Guide to the Natural Areas of London and Region 

publication.  As an alternative, they could instead make a selection from a list of books and other 

donated items that was prepared by Betsy Baldwin. 

 

The meeting then transitioned to our guest speaker for the evening, Chris Earley, who was 

introduced by Ruth Dickau of the Indoor Meetings Committee. Chris, a native of Strathroy, is an 

Interpretive Biologist and Education Coordinator at the University of Guelph’s Arboretum. 

 

Based on his recently published book, Feed the Birds, Chris spoke not only of various bird seeds 

and feeders, but also about some of the interesting behaviours displayed by our feathered friends. 

These included references to “side hop” displays (berry sharing by waxwings during courtship) as 

well as the Red-breasted Nuthatch’s practice of spreading sap around its nest hole as a form of 

protection. Another point of bird trivia was also shared: juvenile Downy Woodpeckers of both 

sexes often sport red patches on their crown (as opposed to the back of the head for adult male 

Downies). It was a lively and informative presentation that was well received. 

 

Following his presentation, Chris fielded several questions before being thanked by Jane Edwards, 

also of the Indoor Meetings Committee. 

 

To enhance the “fun factor” of the event and to raise some funds to support the work of the club, 

an online silent auction was held via the website in the days leading up to the banquet.  Following 

Chris’ talk, Gordon announced the winners: 

Binoculars (two pairs) donated by Camera Canada – Grace Struthers and Bernie VanDenBelt 

$50 gift card & the book The Joy of Bird Feeding donated by Wild Birds Unlimited – Ruth Dickau 

Wildwood Frame II Pack (backpack) donated by Columbia – Chris Baldock 

“Fun Night In” wine and treats basket (anonymous donor) – Jane Edwards 
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In total, $246 was raised. Our thanks go out to our prize donors and to Norm Corrin for his efforts 

in securing the prizes.  Thanks go as well to Deb Gorman-Smith for overseeing the bidding 

process and to Chris Baldock for his website wizardry. 

 

Following the announcement of the silent auction winners, Gordon capped off the evening with 

some concluding remarks. In all, it proved to be a most enjoyable – if unconventional – banquet. 

On behalf of the Nature London Board, I would like to extend our gratitude to all those involved in 

making the evening a success. 

 

Bernie VanDenBelt 

Banquet Coordinator 

 

BIRD FRIENDLY CITY INITIATIVE 

In November 2020 the Nature London Board was given a presentation by Aly Hyder Ali from 

Nature Canada on a new program developed to create Bird Friendly Cities and have them certified 

as such.  The board agreed this was a worthwhile project, and on the initiative of our President, 

Gordon Neish, a Zoom meeting was set up with other potential participants. 

On December 10th the first meeting was held and the London Bird Team was formed.  Brendon 

Samuels, a PhD candidate at Western University, agreed to be the coordinator for the project.  

Other groups participating in the initial meeting were the London Environmental Network, City of 

London, Upper Thames River Conservation Authority and Friends of Killaly Meadows.   

On February 2, 2021 the first official meeting of the Bird Team was held. The application form to 

be a certified Bird Friendly City was reviewed and the gaps that needed to be filled in were 

identified.  Over the next three months meetings and planning continued, and an Eco-Grant from 

Nature London was applied for and received.  This money and support from the London 

Environmental Network and Upper Thames River Conservation Authority allowed a website as 

well as Twitter and Facebook accounts to be set up. It also supported plans for celebrating World 

Migratory Bird Day on May 8 2021.  In-person events were changed to virtual events as the 

pandemic continued. A great deal of work went into completing the application form and 

submitting it to Nature Canada.  On May 7 2021, Nature Canada announced that London was 

officially certified as one of four cities in Canada to be receive official certification as a Bird 

Friendly City.   
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Over the next few months, a poll was held to pick an official city bird and, with over four thousand 

people voting, the Northern Cardinal was the clear winner.  Meetings and work continued over the 

summer with a window retrofit workshop held at Westminster Ponds Center and an art contest 

featuring the Northern Cardinal planned. Content continued to be added to the website and more 

members were recruited to the group.  A blog was initiated and Paul Nicholson, a well-known 

London birder, began to contribute articles. 

The Bird Friendly City initiative has been a positive experience that has generated a wide amount 

of community involvement.   I would recommend that Nature London continue to support it. 

Stacey Jaczko 

 

BIRD RECORDS SECRETARY 

I again produced an Annual Bird Report for the Birds of Middlesex, 2020, published in the Spring 

Edition of The Cardinal for 2021, which included a written summary of the birds and a chart 

showing strategic dates.  

Almost all of the sightings are now coming from eBird, a Cornel Lab of Ornithology at Cornell 

University project established in 2002, designed to keep records of bird sightings throughout the 

world including, of course, Middlesex County. Because of this, after all these many years – for me 

since 1983 – it has been decided that the position of Bird Records Secretary, and the supporting 

group, the Birds Record Committee for Middlesex, are no longer required for accurate bird record 

keeping in Middlesex.  

Anyone can access the eBird records and find out all the information that I have been keeping and, 

furthermore, the vetting of those Middlesex records is done by eBird reviewers, most of whom are 

local experts (and some of whom are members of Nature London). Almost all the birders from our 

club, as well as all across Middlesex and beyond, are entering data for our county on eBird, which 

will now be the go-to place for the Birds of Middlesex. The very few who do not enter data that 

way will still mention important sightings to others, and the sightings will likely eventually find 

their way into the eBird records.  

Thanks to all those who have submitted data over all these years. Up to 2020, we have Middlesex 

Records which can be used for certain research, such as first “spring arrival” and many other 

similar significant dates, which are now on a formulated spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet was 

developed by Hugh Casbourn using data from my years as Bird Records Secretary and previous 

statistics.  
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From this point on, new records which cover those significant dates will be gleaned from 

exploring eBird web pages, and even more queries can be resolved from the eBird Database.   

Pete Read 

 

BIRDING WING 

 

The Birding Wing Committee members for 2021 were Paul Roedding, Kathy McCoy, Garth 

Casbourn and Gail McNeil. 

 After a hiatus in the fall of 2020 to regroup and recruit new members, the first meeting was held 

via Zoom on February 26, 2021. The Zoom format allowed us to reach out to speakers beyond our 

own community who would be otherwise unavailable.  

Our first presenter was Justin Peter, a well-known birder and naturalist who is currently director 

of Quest Nature Tours.  Justin spoke about the birds of Gambia and Senegal, countries he has 

visited many times.  It was a great respite from our snowy weather and a chance to learn about 

these two lesser-known African countries and the birds that can be seen there. 

In March Emily Rondel, the president of the Toronto Ornithological Club, gave a presentation 

about appreciating nearby nature and the benefits of patch birding. She started with a brief 

history of birdwatching in Ontario, describing how most bird watching was historically local and 

how technology has changed that.  She then went through some of the benefits of getting to know 

your local patch or hotspot really well and what you can learn from that. It was a very enjoyable 

presentation that made us think about some of our own birdwatching practices. 

Our final presentation of the year was held on April 30th. A grant from the Canada Council for the 

Arts through the Writers Trust made it possible to have author Julia Zarankin do a talk on her 

book Field Notes of an Unintentional Birder.  Julia entertained us with readings from her book, 

which focused on the story of her becoming a birdwatcher and how that changed her life.   

All meetings were held virtually on Zoom and began at 7:30 pm.  They were moderated by Garth 

Casbourn.  At the beginning of each meeting, various members of the committee led a brief 

discussion of local bird sightings or what they have been seeing at their bird feeders.  This was 

followed by the keynote speaker whose presentations concluded with a question and answer 

session. 

Stacey Jaczko 

Birding Wing Board Liaison 
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BOOK DONATIONS 

This was a slow year for both donations of used books and magazines, puzzles, etc., and for sales 

of them.  COVID-19 prevented Nature London having any indoor meetings, so there could be no 

sales of used books at meetings or as part of a bucket raffle at a banquet. 

There were notices in each edition of The Cardinal to say that donations and purchases could still 

be arranged by contacting me.  Five club members donated nature books and/or magazines.  Total 

sales for the year were just $40. 

Betsy Baldwin 

 

 

BUTTERFLY COUNT 

 
The 2021 Skunk’s Misery Butterfly Count was held on July 4, 2021. 

After a rather pleasant day, our group tallied 50 species of butterflies, including a few rare ones to 

this count, but no new species.  Highlights included 2 Common Checkered Skippers (only the 

second time on this count), 4 Edward’s Hairstreaks, 3 Acadian Hairstreaks, 2 Corral Hairstreaks, 3 

Mustard Whites, 1 Grey Comma, and 2 American Snouts.  Compton’s Tortoiseshells were seen by a 

number of parties after being absent for many years.  A record number of 850 Banded Hairstreaks 

were seen.  Skipper numbers were generally much lower, including only 334 European Skippers, 

but 13 different species were identified.  Notable misses this year were Painted Lady, American 

Lady, American Buckeye, Giant Swallowtail, and Spicebush Swallowtail.  Thanks to everyone who 

participated. 
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Species   2020 2021 

SWALLOWTAILS (Papilionidae)     

Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor     

Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes 13 10 

Giant Swallowtail Papilio cresphontes 13   

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail   Papilio glaucus 33 13 

Spicebush Swallowtail                Papilio troilus 4   

WHITES AND SULPHURS (Pieridae)     

Mustard White Pieris napi   3 

Cabbage White                          Pieris rapae 808 220 

Clouded Sulphur                   Colias philodice 336 100 

Orange Sulphur                  Colias eurytheme 51 85 

Little Yellow                             Eurema lisa     

GOSSAMER-WING Butterflies (Lycaenidae)     

Harvester                        Feniseca tarquinius     

American Copper                 Lycaena phlaeas     

Bronze Copper                     Lycaena hyllus 1   

Coral Hairstreak                    Satyrium titus   2 

Acadian Hairstreak           Satyrium acadica   3 

Edwards' Hairstreak Satyrium edwardsii   4 

Banded Hairstreak            Satyrium calanus 402 850 

Hickory Hairstreak     Satyrium caryaevorum 136 66 

Striped Hairstreak              Satyrium liparops 27 10 

Grey Hairstreak                 Strymon melinus     

Eastern Tailed Blue          Everes comyntas 9 53 

Summer Azure             Celastrina neglecta 14 29 

BRUSH-FOOTED Butterflies (Nymphalidae)     

Fritillaries, Subfamily Heliconiinae     

American Snout         Libytheana carinenta 1 2 

Variegated Fritillary         Euptoieta claudia     

Great Spangled Fritillary    Speyeria cybele 116 158 

Aphrodite Fritillary                     Speyeria aphrodite     

Atlantis Fritillary                   Speyeria atlantis     

Silver-bordered Fritillary          Boloria selene     

Meadow Fritillary                 Boloria bellona 4 3 

True Brushfoots, Subfamily Nymphalinae     

Silvery Checkerspot           Chlosyne nycteis 7 3 

Pearl Crescent                Phyciodes tharos 12 9 

Northern Crescent            Phyciodes selenis 33 30 

Tawny Crescent               Phyciodes batesii     

Baltimore Checkerspot  Euphydryas phaeton 3 2 

Question Mark         Polygonia interrogationis 11 20 

Eastern Comma                Polygonia comma 43 38 

Green Comma Polygonia faunus     

Grey Comma                    Polygonia progne 5 1 

Compton Tortoiseshell    Nymphalis vaualbum   16 

Mourning Cloak                 Nymphalis antiopa 16 244 

Milbert's Tortoiseshell        Nymphalis milberti     
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American Lady               Vanessa virginiensis     

Painted Lady                        Vanessa cardui     

Red Admiral                       Vanessa atalanta 8 17 

Common Buckeye                  Junonia coenia     

Admirals & relatives, Subfamily Limenitidinae     

Red Spotted Purple           Limenitis arthemis 13 3 

Viceroy                           Limenitis archippus 6 3 

Hackberry Emperor          Asterocampa celtis 56 13 

Tawny Emperor              Asterocampa clyton 966 173 

Satyrs, Subfamily Satyrinae     

Northern Pearly-Eye              Enodia anthedon 11 5 

Eyed Brown                      Satyrodes eurydice 18 3 

Appalachian Brown        Satyrodes appalachia 10 2 

Little Wood-Satyr                   Megisto cymela 339 170 

Common Ringlet               Coenonympha tullia 5   

Common Wood-Nymph         Cercyonis pegala 358 478 

Monarchs, Subfamily Danainae     

Monarch                            Danaus plexippus 117 177 

SKIPPERS (Hesperiidae)     

Spread-wing Skippers, Subfamily Pyrginae     

Silver-spotted Skipper        Epargyreus clarus 34 10 

Southern Cloudywing         Thorybes bathyllus     

Northern Cloudywing           Thorybes pylades     

Juvenal's Duskywing              Erynnis juvenalis     

Wild Indigo Duskywing Erynnis baptisiae     

Common Checkered Skipper     2 

Common Sootywing              Pholisora catullus 1 19 

Grass skippers, Subfamily Hesperiinae     

Least Skipper                 Ancyloxypha numitor 4 8 

European Skipper              Thymelicus lineola 959 334 

Fiery Skipper                   Hylephila phyleus     

Peck's Skipper                       Polites peckius 9 7 

Tawny-edged Skipper      Polites themistocles 3 6 

Crossline Skipper                     Polites origines 2 2 

Long Dash                               Polites mystic     

Northern Broken-Dash    Wallengrenia egeremet 166 492 

Little Glassy Wing                  Pompeius verna 3 3 

Delaware Skipper                  Anatrytone logan 24 37 

Mulberry Wing                   Poanes massasoit     

Hobomok Skipper                Poanes hobomok 2   

Broad-winged Skipper                  Poanes viator     

Dion Skipper                             Euphyes dion   2 

Black Dash                      Euphyes conspicua     

Two-spotted Skipper            Euphyes bimacula     

Dun Skipper                             Euphyes vestris 57 42 

Total Individuals   5269 3982 

Total Species   48 50 
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 The 2022 Skunk’s Misery Butterfly Count will be held on the traditional first Sunday of July – 

making it Sunday, July 3rd.  The Clear Creek Butterfly Count will be held on the traditional last 

Sunday of July – making it Sunday, July 31st.  Put those dates in your calendars now and here’s 

hoping for an end to COVID-19 so we can all get together again for a proper BBQ celebration!”   

George Prieksaitis  

 

 
THE CARDINAL 
 
The Cardinal, as usual, was published four times in the year (Issues number 261, 262, 263 and 

264) with a total of 144 pages. It continues to be available online at the Nature London website 

for members only. The online version is in full colour, has clickable links and may be printed at 

home as required.  In the print version, only the covers are in colour. 

The Winter 2021 edition (#262) was the first to reflect an updated look due to the efforts of 

Carrie and Rich Long, the new layout editors who had joined us last summer.  Due to COVID-19 

restrictions, the committee has continued to meet via Zoom but has still managed to keep to 

established production timelines.   

During the year, Ron Martin decided to step back from the committee but will still continue to 

provide his thoughtful book reviews. We gained an additional volunteer on the editorial 

committee but still would welcome additional members. The current members of the Cardinal 

Committee are Muriel Andreae, John Berry, Mike Channon, Carrie and Rich Long, and Johnny 

Martineau. 

John Berry 

 

 
CEDARCROFT 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there were no Nature London events held at Cedarcroft in 2020-

21. The regular introductory walks in the fall and spring did not happen. However, Nature London 

members did visit the site on their own as Cedarcroft remained open throughout the year. 

At the Nature London November 2020 banquet, which was a zoom meeting in February 2021, the 

long-time manager of Cedarcroft, Herb Bax, received a most deserved Special Recognition Award. 

He continues to be a valued volunteer at Cedarcroft. 
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During the winter, members of the committee took turns checking Cedarcroft on a monthly basis. 

Evelyn Rogers, Daisy McCallum, and Barb Kaiser kept the bird feeders filled. The bird food and 

suet were donated. 

In the spring Herb Bax, John DeVries, and Saunders Geerts planted more native trees including 

redbuds, hop trees, tulip trees, button bushes, Ohio Buckeyes, Osage orange trees, and butternut. 

A big thank you goes to Saunders Geerts and Brian Wheeler for donating many of these trees. 

Mid-June we had a work day for the committee volunteers who each took a section of the trail to 

cut back the growth along the sides of the trails. Herb Bax, Blaine Prentice, and Jack Blocker 

helped maintain the steps along the steeper parts of the trail and cleared out some brush. 

A large project in the summer was to repair the culverts to prevent water leaking continually out 

of the pond. Paul Van Oirschot (PV-Ex Construction) and Jeff Paul (our committee) decided what 

needed to be done. We were very fortunate to have the work and materials donated by PV-Ex 

Construction, AAROC Aggregates, and Lafarge Canada. The culverts were repaired and the 

entrance from the road to the pond was improved with a packed chipped gravel surface. 

Many thanks to Evelyn Rogers for a great job keeping the grass cut. 

Cathy Quinlan has arranged for the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority to make a sign 

showing an aerial view of the property. It will show the trails and other significant features.  It will 

be posted near the cabin to be readily accessible for visitors to the property. 

There are plans for two benches to be donated to Cedarcroft. Christine McGonigle has donated a 

bench in memory of her mother. It arrived this summer. The other bench will be coming from the 

Stonehill family in memory of their parents. This bench will replace the Stonehill bench that is 

currently at Cedarcroft which honoured the 50th wedding anniversary of the Stonehill parents. 

Barb Kaiser 

Cedarcroft Committee 
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CHIMNEY SWIFT PROGRAM 

 
This account covers the 12 months from November 1, 2020 to October 31, 2021, a period that 

enables reporting on a single (April-to-October) season of Chimney Swift presence in London. 

As in recent years, Nature London’s swift initiatives were carried out independently from other 

programs in the province, though, as time and opportunities permitted, we sometimes 

collaborated with other stakeholders.  

For a second year, COVID-19 restrictions put a damper on some planned swift activities.  Though 

its start was delayed until June 15, Nature London’s signature Tuesday-evening monitoring 

program had another banner year.  By September, the initial cohort of 13 chimneys monitored 

weekly had risen to 18, our highest number ever.   

Other aspects of the Nature London Chimney Swift Initiative also flourished and preliminary steps 

were taken towards some new ventures:  

• Exploring the possibility of funding repairs to a swift chimney owned by a local charity.  
• Offering advice and/or helping confirm swift nesting activity for the Ontario Breeding Bird 

Atlas. 
 

A summary of Nature London’s swift initiatives during the past year follows, presented in three 

categories: Education/Outreach, Conservation/Advocacy and Monitoring/Data Collection.  Many 

of these activities took place under the Nature London umbrella; others were personal initiatives 

of members of the swift monitoring team.  Thanks to all. 

Education/Outreach 

• Published highlights of 2020 Nature London swift initiatives in Winter 2021 Cardinal. 
• On Nature London website, updated 6 educational articles about swifts, posted two 2020 

reports. 
• Via NL Facebook, posted regular updates on locations and swift numbers at big fall roosts. 
• Supported Bird Friendly City (BFC) initiative, e.g., by creating flyer and promoting Chimney 

Swift as a candidate official bird for London, and by providing profile of swifts in London for 
BFL website. 

• Contacted owners of 12 London swift chimneys and shared info on swift usage and best 
practices. 

• Posted one new video of swifts entering a London chimney on NL’s YouTube Channel. 
• During monitoring sessions, educated passersby, mostly through conversation. 
• Nature London rep interviewed by CTV London re swifts, aired June 18. 
• Supplied information on swifts to Western graduate student considering doing research on 

swift diet. 
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• Provided advice to people in Sarnia and Wallaceburg on how to find swift chimneys to 
monitor. 

• Exchanged info/ideas with swift stakeholders in Sault Ste. Marie and Manitoba. 
• Delivered PowerPoint on swifts for Ontario SwiftWatch Zoom event for London audience: A 

Swift Night In, June 9 (total attendance 17). 
• Glenn Berry and Brendon Samuels promoted swifts via articles, photos, videos, etc. on 

personal Twitter accounts, YouTube channels and/or e-publications. 
 

Conservation/Advocacy 

In response to requests compiled information regarding 

• Artificial swift tower designs that work in Canada.  
• Strategies to encourage preservation of swift chimneys and alternatives to capping. 
• Keeping nuisance wildlife out of chimneys while allowing swifts to use chimney but not gain 

access to interior of house.  
• Potential health hazards of swift guano (none known). 
• Swift use of Department of National Defence chimneys in London. 

 
We discussed with Goodwill Industries the possibility of Nature London funding restoration work 

on a chimney owned by Goodwill and used by swifts (discussions still ongoing). 

• Presented Goodwill with a “Swift-friendly Chimney” sign (courtesy of Ontario SwiftWatch).   

• Sign posted on chimney to alert tradespeople not to work on chimney during swift season. 
  

The Thames Valley District School Board and Ryerson School were contacted several times. 

• Urged that winter-season chimney repointing work underway at Ryerson be completed and 
scaffolding and sheathing removed prior to return of swifts in late April / early May. 

• Job completed well after swifts returned – 2021 nesting effort was unsuccessful. 
 

Facilitated releases of young swifts (at Kingsway Academy) for out-of-town wildlife rehab centres. 

• 3 swifts from Destined to Fly in Harrowsmith, ON (Sep 3). 
• 8 swifts, 1 nighthawk, 1 barn and 4 cliff swallows from Le Nichoir in Hudson, QC (Sep 8). 

Monitoring / Data Collection  

Weekly Tuesday-evening monitoring in London – our flagship monitoring program 

• Tried to create meaningful and enjoyable experiences for volunteer monitors. 
• Updated monitoring guidelines and support documents, including a revised COVID-19 

protocol. 
• Engaged 45 volunteer monitors (core of 39), rotated weekly to different assigned chimneys. 
• Welcomed 3 new monitors: 2 received Zoom orientation by S Symmes; 1 mentored via emails. 
• Carried out organized monitoring at 13 (later 18) chimneys for 16 weeks, Jun 15 to Sep 28. 
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• Collected sightings of Common Nighthawks. 
• Sent weekly updates to monitors: schedule of assignments, table and analysis of recent results. 
• Conducted additional monitoring early in season and on non-Tuesdays at 18 sites. 
• Monitored at 34 other chimneys (mostly 1 visit each). 
• Identified 3 new active roosts: 370 Huron (Kingsway), 700 Richmond (ICORR) and 388 

Dundas. 
• Collected 375 data entries from 52 chimneys (shared via spreadsheet with Ontario 

SwiftWatch). 
• Prepared end-of season monitoring report for 2021 (33 pages). 
• Highlights of monitoring results in 2021: 

o Nesting success very low (1 or 2 of 13 monitored chimneys may have fledged young). 

o Ten roosts of >20 swifts were active at some time during season. 
o Combined tally for 13 chimneys peaked at 856 on Aug 24, lowest peak in four years. 

o Largest single-night count at one roost was 609 at Labatt’s on Sep 7. 
o Last chimney to be occupied for season was ICORR on Sep 28 (2 swifts). 
o Combined tally peaked earlier and lower, and roosts emptied sooner than 2018 and 

2020.  

Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas 

• In response to requests, provided advice and tips on how to document nesting activity for 
swifts. 

• Provided confirmed evidence of breeding swifts for the 4 London atlas squares. 

• Scouted potential swift chimneys in small towns in Middlesex, Oxford and Perth counties. 
  

Compiling Nature London swift data in a single spreadsheet 

• Began entering swift data from early 2000s: completed period 2003 to mid-2008 (>1000 
entries). 

Thanks to 

• All the dedicated volunteers who make our monitoring program so successful. 
• Sandy Symmes, whose amazing organizational skills underpin the monitoring program.  
• Ric Symmes, who handles all interactions with Wufoo. 
• Dave Wake, creator of tables, graphs, spreadsheets, and trouble-shooter of computer gremlins. 

• Wufoo, which has given Nature London a reduced rate on our online data-entry system. 
• Glenn Berry for developing innovative ways to count swifts using video. 
• Nature London, our sponsor and funder. 

 
Winifred Wake 

Chimney Swift Liaison for Nature London 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Our 112th Annual Christmas Bird Count was held on Dec 19, 2020. We had a total of 156 

participants in 50 field teams and 37 feeders. This is a marvelous total of participants. Some are 

long standing participants, even from back in the 1970s.  

Perhaps due to the good weather and the number of participants, we had 80 species and tallied 

almost 27 000 individual birds, both higher than our 10-year averages. Once again, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we were not able to get together for our potluck dinner, which was very 

disappointing.  

Full results were published in the 2021 Winter Edition of The Cardinal and displayed on our 

Nature London website. I would like to again thank Hugh Casbourn for creating the awesome 

statistical spreadsheet which we can use to see patterns in our results. After the totals were 

compiled, I again sent the results to the Audubon Society, as per usual.  

Pete Read 

London CBC Coordinator since 1983 

 

CONSERVATION ACTION COMMITTEE 
 

The following abbreviations are used in this report: 

CA = Conservation Authority 

CAC = Conservation Action Committee 

CMP = Conservation Master Plan 

ESA = Environmentally Significant Area 

NL = Nature London 

TAG = Trails Advisory Group 

This year’s Conservation Action Committee consisted of seven Nature London members: Sandy 

Levin (Chair), Anita Caveney, Margo Does, Bill Maddeford, Roslyn Moorhead, Wayne Tingle, and 

Dave Wake.  The CAC met once in person during the period of this report, on September 4, 2020.  

(CAC member Jack Blocker retired from the CAC after the meeting on September 4, 2020.)   Two 

members of the CAC serve on the City’s Trails Advisory Group, which makes recommendations to 

City staff on trail siting and maintenance in London’s ESAs. 
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Work undertaken:  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CAC field trips to monitor ESAs were not 

held.  Issues monitored or items addressed included: 

• Medway Valley Heritage Forest ESA CMP (Southern section):  Some CAC members 
attended a City-led Virtual Community Information Meeting, “Medway Valley ESA Conservation 
Master Plan, “Medway Valley ESA Conservation Master Plan (South):  Eastern Boundary and 
Roads” about proposed revisions to mapping for those portions of the CMP that effect changes 
to the Eastern Boundary, including use of public streets in the trail plan.  This CMP was finally 
adopted by City Council with no new intrusive bridges. 

• TAG Site Visit and Other Business:  In July 2021, TAG members were asked to submit online 
comments to the City about a proposed trail closure and installation of a barricade and fence in 

Lower Dingman ESA.  A TAG site visit was undertaken in August, 2021 in Medway Valley 
Heritage Forest ESA to assess a proposed new Level 1 trail in woods north of houses on 
Valleyrun Boulevard, the closure of many informal mountain biking trails in the same area, the 
installation of a “Closed trail” barricade and a fence to the west, and a “Closed trail” sign to the 
east of the proposed new trail.  All these measures were aimed at preventing mountain biking 
in the woods.  

• Enviro Hero Award:  No Enviro Hero Award was presented during this year.  Mary Ann Hodge 
took on the role of finding candidates and arranging presentations for Eco Hero Awards. 

• Conservation Awards:  Conservation Awards were presented virtually via Zoom club meetings 
in March and April of 2021.  These awards would normally have been presented at the 

November 2020 Awards Banquet.  However, due to the pandemic, the presentation of the 2020 
awards was completed over a series of Indoor Meetings extending from November 2020 to 
April 2021.  
 
Brendon Samuels was recognized at the March 2021 meeting for his contributions to bird 
conservation, while the Delaware Sportsmen’s Association was presented with a conservation 

award in April 2021 for creating, maintaining, and enhancing wildlife habitat for over 60 years. 

• Advocacy:  The CAC and NL Board issued Action Alerts through the NL Newsletter in 

connection with: 
1) NL’s opposition to the Ontario Government’s use of a Ministerial Zoning Order  (MZO) to 

force through development in the provincially significant Duffins Creek wetlands complex near 

Pickering, ON, in contravention of the Planning Act; and 

2) NL’s opposition to changes in the Conservation Authorities Act in Bill 229 that would 

undermine the roles of CAs and threaten the health, protection, and safety of watersheds.  NL 

members made a presentation to a Standing Committee of the Legislature to request 

withdrawal of Schedule 6 of budget Bill 229.  However, this Schedule, which contained changes 

to the work conservation authorities do, was passed with Bill 229. 
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The CAC made submissions to the Environmental Registry of Ontario opposing many of the 

ideas included in the proposed Species at Risk Conservation Fund, which has been likened to a 

“Pay-to-Slay Fund” as it allows the removal of species at risk habitat and harm to species at risk 

in return for a payment to a fund, the use of which is still unclear. 

NL joined many other environmental organizations in signing on to a letter from Ontario 

Nature, Environmental Defence, Algonquin to Adirondacks Collaborative, Animal Alliance of 

Canada, Birds Canada, and CPAWS-Ottawa to Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing, to request removal of Schedule 3 from Bill 257, which proposed to amend the 

Planning Act so that both existing and future MZOs would no longer have to conform with the 

Provincial Policy Statement.  However, Bill 257, including Schedule 3, was passed into law. 

• Meadowlark Nesting at Parkwood Hospital site:  Eastern Meadowlark activity continued to 

be monitored at this grassland site.  NL is working with Clintar, the company that mows the 
area, to make sure that mowing is not done during nesting season.  It appears the meadowlarks 
nested and produced offspring this year.  Four were seen flying together, and appeared to be 
using the field for feeding.  Two adult kestrels with a young bird were seen using the trees in 
the meadow - another species of concern that is able to use the site. 

• Environmental Management Guidelines (EMG):  A CAC member represented NL and the 
CAC in providing comments to the City on the update of the Environmental Management 
Guidelines by AECOM.  A first draft of the new EMG was circulated to stakeholders and 

reviewed with the City and its consultants, before the final version could be presented to the 
City’s Planning and Environment Committee at a later date.  The EMG is the document used as 
the basis for required inputs into an Environmental Impact Study and buffers for natural spaces 
adjacent to new developments.  It was passed by City Council.  It is a great improvement from 
the previous version which was 15 years old. 

  

More detailed information on the some of the above items is recorded in the CAC meeting 

minutes.  Selected details were published in the Conservation section of The Cardinal, flights 262 

and 263. 

Anita Caveney  

Conservation Action Committee 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 Page 24 
 

ECO-GRANTS PROGRAM 

 

The Eco-Grants Committee received $20,000 to fund grants in 2021. There were nine applications 

submitted from seven different organizations totaling $55,172 in requested funding.  One 

organization did not qualify as Nature London may only fund registered charities, a requirement 

of Canada Revenue Agency to maintain our charitable status. 

The projects approved by the board for funding included: 

Bird Friendly City Project - $4,500 The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority submitted 

this request for a Nature Canada project to protect passerines within the City of London.  A Nature 

London board member is involved on the committee.  The Nature London goals met include those 

relating to conservation and education. 

Five Points Forest Trail Bridge Repair - $2,500 Thames Talbot Land Trust provides a direct 

benefit to Nature London members and the community who use the Five Points Forest trails. The 

project promoted the Nature London goal of enjoying nature. 

Thames River At-Risk Reptile Research and Recovery - $9,000 This Upper Thames River 

Conservation Authority research study focusses on reptiles at risk including the Spiny Softshell 

Turtle.  The Nature London goals met include the advancement of conservation and education. 

WILDCHILD - $4,000 This ChildReach program provides free forest playgroups for young 

children and families.  This project met Nature London goals to promote education, conservation, 

and the encouragement of young naturalists. 

Susan Relecom 

 

E-NEWSLETTER AND E-MAIL COORDINATORS 

The Nature London E-Newsletter is published twice monthly, normally on the 1st and 15th of each 

month.  In addition, the editors monitor email sent to info@naturelondon.ca, answer where we 

can and forward email to members who may have the answers.  This year has had added 

challenges due to changes in some committees and variable COVID restrictions. 

The E-Newsletter is a concise reminder service for members of events within the coming three 

weeks. The content depends heavily on material from the Nature London website or Facebook 

page and many news items include “links” to the website for details or registration.  This has the 

added benefit of alerting members to interesting items on the website and providing regular 

reasons to visit the Nature London website.  

mailto:info@naturelondon.ca
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The E-Newsletter circulation consists of members who voluntarily allow us to “push” messages to 

their mail twice per month, and we honour this trust by keeping the items short with no pictures 

or attachments.  As a result, we experience very few “unsubscribes” and we often have more than 

one subscriber in each member household.   As of October 2021, we have 530 subscribers 

compared to 545 at this time last year and up 161 since Nature London adopted this approach to 

email in 2017. 

There are two sections in each E-Newsletter:  

• Nature London Events, that describe upcoming meetings, field trips, presentations and 
events, and  

• Other Events That May be of Interest, often sponsored by other natural heritage 
organizations in our region. 
 

Priority is given to Nature London events, but where space permits, we include links for events 

sponsored by other organizations.  Urgent conservation items are handled separately by the 

Conservation Action Committee and their “Action Alerts”.  We also monitor the 

info@naturelondon.ca mailbox.  

We enjoy a great partnership with The Cardinal and Nature London website as they can offer 

pictures, videos (on the web) and details but must wait until members come to look. The E-News 

can alert members to this great content.  We very much appreciate the support and cooperation of 

The Cardinal editors, our webmaster, the Conservation Action Committee, field trip coordinators 

and other volunteer appointees of the club who provide the information and responses that are 

the heart of the E-Newsletter.  

Sandy and Ric Symmes 

 

FACEBOOK REPORT 

In 2020/21, Nature London's Facebook page continued to increase its reach. As of March 2022, the 

page had over 880 followers. NL's Facebook presence is integrated with the website, The Cardinal, 
YouTube channel, and the email newsletter. 

Mady Hymowitz 
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FIELD TRIPS  

 

 

Date/Time Length Locale Leader/s Hikers Weather Highlights 

 
Sept. 9 
Wed. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Weldon 
Park, 
Arva 

 
Jim Jarrett 

 
10 

 
Overcast & 
cool: 14 C; 
warmed  
to 18 C 

 
Large  
puff balls; 
20 bird  
species incl. 
Killdeer 
Black-
throated 
Green 
Warbler 

 
Sept. 9 
Wed. 
6:30 pm 

 
1.5 hours 

 
Gibbons Park 

 
Mike 
Channon 

 
7 

 
Sunny and 
warm 

 
Numerous 
wildflowers, 
Oil Beetles, 
toads, 
Common 
Nighthawks 

 
Sept. 19 
Sat. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Vauxhall 
Park 

 
Cathy 
McCrae 

 
9 

 
Sunny; a 
bit cool:  8-
13 C 

 
Late summer 
birds; busy 
with bikes. 

 
Sept. 30 
Wed. 
9:30 am 

 
1.5 hours  

 
Warblers 
Woods 

 
Cathy 
Quinlan 

 
10 

 
Cloudy, 
some 
drizzle; 
hilly but 
not 
muddy 

 
Basic birds 
and fauna;  
good 
selection of 
trees and 
other plants 

 
Oct. 3 
Sat. 
10:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Two Schools 
Trail, 
Dorchester 

 
Christopher 
Morello 

 
10 

 
Nice fall 
day 

 
Many birds 
and different 
fungi 

 
Oct. 4 
Sun. 
1:00 pm 

 
1.5 hours 

 
Huron 
Woods 

 
Cathy 
McCrae 

 
7 

 
Light rain 
10C 

Nice flurry of 
bird activity;  
Kentucky 
Coffee trees, 
new bridge 
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Date/Time Length Locale Leader(s) Hikers Weather Highlights 

 
Oct. 24 
Sat. 
9:00 am 

 
2.3 hours 

 
Fanshawe 
C.A. 

 
Gordon 
Cameron 

 
10 

 
Sunny with  
clouds 

 
Great birding 
day –  30  
species! 

 
Nov 1 
Sun. 
8:00 am 

 
6 hours 

 
Port Franks 
Grand Bend 
Kettle/Stony 
Point 

 
Cathy 
McCrae 

 
10 

 
Strong 
west 
winds;  
some 
rain, hail 
and 
snow 

 
Over 50  
species; good 
time for  
migrating 
waterfowl 

 
Nov. 2 
Mon. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
The Coves 

 
Zac Fedder 

 
10 

 
Cold, 
cloudy, 
some 
sunny 
patches 

 
Very 
enjoyable 
identifying 
birds and  
their calls 

 
Nov. 3 
Tues. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Westminster 
Ponds 

 
Zac Fedder 

 
10 

 
Sunny, 
quite 
muddy 

 
Good bird  
sightings: 
woodpeckers, 
waterfowl & 
kinglets 

 
Nov. 4 
Wed. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Westminster 
Ponds 

 
Zac Fedder 

 
11 

 
Sunny 

 
Good bird 
sightings 
again 

 
Nov. 5 
Thurs.  
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
The Coves 

 
Zac Fedder 

 
9 

 
Warm and  
sunny 

 
Carolina 
Wren, Bald 
Eagle, 
Greater 
Yellowlegs, 
Garter Snake 

 
Nov. 7 
Sat. 
9:00 am 

 
2 hours 

 
Westminster 
Ponds 

 
Zac Fedder 

 
10 

 
Sunny and  
warm 

 
A. Kestrel, 
Warblers, 
Eastern 
Phoebe, 
Nuthatches, 
R-tailed Hawk 
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Date/Time Length Locale Leader(s) Hikers Weather Highlights 

 
Dec. 5 
Sat. 
9:00 am 

 
1.75 
hours 

 
Springbank 
Park 

 
C. McCrae 
E. Rogers 
G. McNeil 
B. 
VanDenBelt 
Q. 
Wiegersma 
D. 
Calzanetti 

 
27 in 3  
groups of 
9 

 
Zero C 

 
Christmas 
Bird Count 
for Kids: 
28 species & 
839 
individual 
birds; lots of 
Bald Eagles, 
170 Pine 
Siskins,  
57 Red Polls 

 
Mar. 31 
Wed. 
1:30 pm 

 
2 hours 
 

 
Coldstream 
Conservation 
Area  

 
Jim Jarrett 

 
4 

 
Sunny and  
cold 

 
Super huge  
tree;  birds 
seen include 
woodpeckers, 
phoebes, 
robins, and 
kinglets 

 
APRIL 1 

 
COVID-
19 
 

 
SHUT US 

 
DOWN 

   

 
Aug. 20 
Fri. 
1:30 pm 

 
2 hours 

 
Medway 
Valley 
Heritage 
Forest 

 
Gordon 
Neish 

 
12 
4 left due 
to  
extreme 
heat 

 
31 C -   
extremely 
hot and  
humid 

 
Beautiful fall 
wildflowers 

 

Evelyn Rogers 
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FRIENDS OF THE COVES 

There has been no movement on any part of the Sherwin William's company to sell part of the 

Coves land to the City of London. 

During the pandemic, there has been a noticeable increase in people going into the old orchard 

area, and this may be having some detrimental effects on special habitat there. 

Unallocated Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) money could possibly be used to provide a bridge needed to 

prevent an erosion problem in Silver Creek at the west end of Euston Park.  

The Coves ESA provides great habitat for a wide variety of birds and other creatures, and 

continues to be enjoyed by members of the community throughout the year 

Bill Maddeford 

Friends of the Coves Representative 

 

GIVING PROGRAM 

This year, in keeping with the formal name change to Nature London, we updated the 

CanadaHelps account name and activated the direct deposit function from CanadaHelps for the 

treasurer. 

Thank you letters and receipts for donors who make individual gifts, bequests and tribute gifts 

continue to be created for the president’s signature. The membership secretary sends thank you 

letters and receipts for the individual gifts received through the membership renewal process.  

Gifts that were processed include the following: 

 

Type of Gift Number Received Amount 

Individual Donations 12 $6,579 

Individual Membership 

Renewal Donations 

101 $6,515 

Tribute (Memory or Honour)  26 $2,702 

Bequests 2 $19,168 

Total 141 $34,964 

 

Susan Relecom 
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GUIDE TO THE NATURAL AREAS IN LONDON AND REGION 

Sales of the sixth edition of the Guide to the Natural Areas of London and Region have progressed 

throughout the year.  Ros and Jim Moorhead, Norm Corrin and Bernie VanDenBelt have kept the 

following retailers supplied: both Camera Canada Stores, Featherfields, Hoskin Feed and Country 

Store, Hyde Park Feed and Country Store, Oxford Books, Wild Birds Unlimited and the Museum of 

Ontario Archeology. Sales of copies have also been handled by Gail McNeil and Ann Henderson.  

Thanks to this wonderful crew. 

At the end of this fiscal year (August 31st, 2021), inventory was down to 39 of the original 75 boxes 

of 20 books each. Income from sales was $6753. 

Mike Channon 

 

 

IMAGE DATABASE 

The database continues to be housed on a dedicated HP 17” Zbook computer.  Work continues on 
removing duplicate files and indexing images for easier search and retrieval.  

Members continue to contribute their photographs as individuals and also as recorders of club 
meetings and field trips. Images used in each issue of The Cardinal are indexed. The database now 
contains over 15,000 images.  These include:  

• Nature specimen photographs: birds, plants and wildflowers (approx. 11,000 images);  

• Views of natural areas; 

• Photographs of club meetings, field trips, workshops, banquets, awards;  

• Archival material including old photographs of historical interest;  

• Drawings by members of birds, plants, etc. and 

• Graphics used in production of The Cardinal.  

A separate database is maintained to store and index short video files contributed by Nature 
London members. It now contains 19 video files. These include both nature videos (birds, field 
trips) as well as club activities.  

 
John Berry 
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INDOOR MEETINGS 

September 18, 2020   

Laurel Beechey gave a presentation about her skunk rehabilitation centre, Skunk Haven. Thirty-

seven years ago, Laurel started Skunk Haven where she accepts orphaned baby skunks and those 

requiring rehabilitation. She discussed the care they require, while keeping a very minimal bond, 

so they can be released safely back into the wild. We were introduced to Shimy, the skunk who is 

blind thus unable to be safely released and, as a result, lives with Laurel for educational 

presentations. Unfortunately, this meeting was hacked by outsiders, but we were able to regroup 

through Gordon Neish’s technological efforts and Laurel continued her presentation with a calm 

sense of humour.  

 

October 16, 2020 

Sonya Richmond and Sean Morton of Come Walk with Us presented a candid and inspiring talk on 

their epic quest to walk the Trans Canada Trail. Despite the many challenges from weather, trail 

conditions, thoughtless humans, and COVID-19 travel restrictions, Sonya and Sean showed the 

amazing natural diversity they have encountered so far along the trail, and the beauty and 

tremendous value of this national trail network. 

November 15, 2020 Banquet  

Chris Earley, Interpretation Biologist at the Guelph Arboretum, presented an engaging and 

informative talk called “Feed the Birds”. With infectious enthusiasm, he described the joy of bird 

feeding, along with all sorts of useful hints and tips, from choice of feeder, to choice of food, to 

handling unwanted visitors. His talk was illustrated with great photos of some of his favourite 

feeder visitors and information on behavior. He also discussed native plants to cultivate to attract 

birds to your backyard, and ways to prevent window-strikes on windows. 

January 22, 2021  

Debbie Ellis, a volunteer with The Climate Reality Project, gave a wake-up call presentation which 

included photos and graphs describing the signs and causes of climate change. Her message was 

that, as individuals, we need to pressure all levels of government to act on reducing the production 

of greenhouse gases, and that each of us needs to do our part in fighting climate change. For the 

last few minutes of the presentation, Mary Ann Hodge gave a brief report on different 

organizations, such as the London Environmental Network, with its programs such as Green in 

the City and Green Economy London, through which we as individuals can become involved in the 

battle against climate change. 
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February 19, 2021 

Leeanne Gautier-Helmer gave the presentation, “Frogs and Toads of Southwestern Ontario”. 

Leeanne is a naturalist and photographer. Her presentation included photos and a discussion of 

some of the characteristics of each of the eleven different species of frogs plus two toad species 

which are found in southwestern Ontario. She included some recordings of the sounds each 

species made. 

March 19, 2021 

Jan Cami, Associate Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Western University, 

presented “Are We Alone? The Search for Life in the Universe”. His entertaining discussion 

explored what is required for life:  water, amino acids and energy, all of which come from space 

and are usually contained in meteorites. The Drake equation was introduced – which gives an 

estimate for the possibility of intelligent life – and we were provided with a brief look at the kinds 

of data the SETI (the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) Institute is analyzing. Jan concluded 

that the answer to his question “Are we alone?” is “Probably not, but we’re not sure yet.” 

April 23, 2021 

Slobodan Simonovic, Professor Emeritus at Western University in the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, gave a presentation titled “Modeling Future Flood Risk Across 
Canada”. He discussed the models that have been developed to estimate the increased frequency of 

1 in 100 year and 1 in 200 year flooding events. These models use collected data of the frequency 
of severe weather events, water run-off and rising sea levels to estimate where in Canada the 
increased incidence of flooding will occur. Slobodan’s goal would be to create a national flood 
hazard atlas for Canada. This would alert regions and communities with increased flood risk to 
address infrastructure needs. 
 

May 21, 2021 

Michelle Anne Olsen from the Great Lakes Program at the Toronto Zoo gave a fact-filled 

presentation entitled “Aquatic Species at Risk in the Great Lakes”. Of the several Great Lakes 

species which are either endangered or extirpated, Michelle highlighted the Redside Dace, the Lake 

Sturgeon, the American Eel, the Northern Riffleshell mussel and the Atlantic Salmon. She 

described fascinating details of each species, such as the migration journey of the American Eel 

and the leaping to feed habits of the Redside Dace. The presentation included reasons for the 

decline of the species including increased silting, dams, over-fishing and pollution. Michelle ended 

the presentation with suggestions of how we can protect the Great Lakes by reducing our water 

and energy usage. 
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June 26, 2020 

Ron Casier, Director of the American Chestnut Council, presented, “Restoring the American 

Chestnut in Ontario”. He discussed how the American Chestnut was the dominant tree (one out of 

every four hardwoods were American Chestnut trees) in the forests of Southwestern Ontario prior 

to the introduction of the fungal blight in the 1920s. It was a source of food for both animals and 

humans, had a large economic role as a source of timber and a major ecological place within the 

Carolinian forests. The blight has killed most of the American Chestnuts, the only native chestnut 

in Canada.  

The objectives of the American Chestnut Council are to breed an American Chestnut that is 

resistant to blight, preserve surviving Canadian sources of the American Chestnut and to restore 

the American Chestnut to its ecological, economic and cultural roles. 

Ron discussed the breeding program that aims to select for fungal blight-resistant trees. On his 

property, he is growing F3 generation trees with the goal to produce blight-resistant F4 trees. 

Other programs include gene conservation of the American Chestnut and pollinating isolated trees 

to encourage nut development. 

Ruth Dickau, Jane Edwards and Rick Martin 

Indoor Meetings Coordinators 

 
 
LONDON ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 
  
The London Environmental Network was created to help protect London's environment and build 
a sustainable community by supporting local environmental organizations to improve their 
internal capacity and ability to deliver on their missions. It is a non-profit organization and it 
became a registered charity in 2021. 

Vision - London is known as one of the greenest and most resilient cities in Canada. 

Mission – We build participation, collaboration, and capacity in our community to co-create 
positive environmental change. 

Programs - Green Economy London, Environmental Incubator, Greener Homes London, Depave 
Paradise, Green in the City and Book a Climate Action Webinar 

Supports - LEN offers its 47 environmental member organizations a suite of supports including 
shared resources, networking events, workshops, conferences, speakers, promotional support and 
connection to resources. Member organizations that are recruiting new volunteers can post 
information about their volunteer opportunities on LEN's website. 
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I am very impressed with the work that LEN does, with how the organization has grown since its 

inception in 2013 and how it continues to grow. When I first became LEN's representative, all I 

was asked to do was attend the bi-monthly Green Drinks networking events.  With COVID-19 

restrictions in place, all meetings are currently virtual, and they are held more often than bi-

monthly.  At these meetings, I engage with other LEN members and learn about what other 

member groups are doing.  I pass on any pertinent information to Nature London. If I think the 

information may be of interest to the board, I send it to Stacey Jaczko. If the information is 

potentially of interest to the membership in general, I pass it on to Ric and Sandy Symmes, so he 

can include it in Nature London's E-Newsletter.  At the same time, I share information about 

Nature London's events and activities with the other LEN members. I think this sharing of 

information is mutually beneficial. 

I think Nature London's mission to preserve and enjoy nature aligns nicely with LEN's mission. 

Without positive environmental change, nature will suffer and our ability to enjoy nature would 

be diminished. I recommend that Nature London continues its membership and involvement with 

LEN. 

Susan Price 

 

MANUAL SECRETARY 

The manual secretary is responsible for keeping the club manuals up to date on a yearly or as-

needed basis.  Several small changes were made this year, including new logos, updates to the list 

of awards and volunteers, job descriptions, etc.  These updates were sent to the president who will 

get feedback from the appropriate people responsible for the various positions/tasks. 

The new format of the manuals (a series of five manuals), revised a few years ago, now make 

updates easier.  

Manual Number 1 of 5:  Documents of Incorporation – Letters Patent, By-law No. 1, Constitution 

Manual Number 2 of 5:  Manual of Procedures – Main document for running the corporation 

Manual Number 3 of 5:  Additional Guidelines for Directors and Appointees 

Manual Number 4 of 5:  Recipients of Nature London’s Awards over the Years 

Manual Number 5 of 5:  Members who served as Directors and Appointees over the Years 

Cathy Quinlan 
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & MEMBERSHIP DATABASE 

 

Our membership for 2021/21 was 443 memberships, and that was just a bit above the average for 

the last five years.  Our members have been very loyal during the pandemic years despite the 

inability to have in-person meetings.  Last year did see an increase in opportunities for outdoor 

meetings over the first year of restrictions.  The 443 memberships represented at least 756 

individual members.  Seven gift memberships were made.  Membership payments were made 

online by PayPal in 198 instances.  More than 55% of members elected to receive a paper copy of 

The Cardinal. 

 

Our Guide to the Natural Areas of London and Region maintained its popularity with club 

members as well as non-members.  A total of 115 copies were bought in conjunction with 

membership payments or otherwise ordered online.  Thank you to Ros and Jim Moorhead as well 

as Mike Channon for their efforts in support of the Guide. 

 

Let us continue to enjoy the many activities of Nature London and encourage others to be part of 

this growing club. 

 

Hugh Casbourn has continued to provide support for the membership database.  Summary 

reports were created as needed, and some ad hoc requests about our membership were answered.  

A number of enhancements were made to the database to accommodate new procedures relating 

to membership. 

 

Gail McNeil 

Membership Secretary 

 

 

NATURE IN THE CITY 

Nature in the City, a co-sponsored lecture program between the London Public Library and Nature 

London, was organized by Winnie Wake in 2006. It ran for 15 consecutive years until March 2020, 

with an average attendance over its last five years of 280 people.  Over that time, it brought to the 

attention of Londoners several important local issues including light pollution, the need for the 

protection of birds and methods of living peaceably with Canada geese, beavers and coyotes. 

Several speakers gave presentations on the beauty, recreational and natural values of London’s 

Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs). The lecture series was cancelled in 2021 due to COVID-

19 restrictions. 
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The lecture series for 2022 was also cancelled in July of 2021 for the following main reasons: 

1) In July it was not apparent that COVID-19 restrictions would allow in-person gatherings in 

January 2022.  Planning and marketing need six months of lead time, and the possibility of 

cancellation after much preparation was of significant concern. The committee had already 

experienced this challenge planning the hoped-for 2021 season. 

2) The Nature in the City committee (Leslie Rockwell, Carolyn Doyle and Mike Boucher and Pat 

Tripp), having felt that they had given the lecture series a good run and suspecting that a new 

format would probably be needed for future series, decided to resign and pass the lecture 

series over to those with new ideas and energies. 

Pat Tripp 

 

NATURE LINE 

At the end of May 2021, Nature London retired the Nature Line phone service.  

The phone line started up in the spring of 1989, initially as central place to report bird sightings. 

The information available on this telephone message service supplemented a telephone “hotline” 

where keen birders alerted each other to rare bird sightings.  Over time, the “Bird Line” evolved to 

a more general “Nature Line” where members could share messages about any nature/wildlife 

sightings.  Callers could leave a message regarding their sightings, and volunteers would pick up 

the messages and collate the findings into a recorded weekly message.  Information on upcoming 

club events was also mentioned. 

The first volunteers on the Nature Line were Dave Martin and Ann White.  After Dave stepped 

down, Ann continued to manage it on her own.  In 2005, Earl Litchfield and Bob McGee 

volunteered to take over from Ann.  Following the sudden passing of Earl Litchfield in 2006, Gail 

McNeil and Rick Martin joined with Bob McGee, and Ann was able to retire.   

Bob, Gail and Rick were the coordinators of the Nature Line from 2006 to 2019.  Bob stepped 

down in 2019 and Cathy Quinlan took his place. 

The development of the eBird website changed everything.  EBird became the place to go to record 

and track bird sightings on a digital platform that was timely and easy to navigate.  As well, club 

information could be easily accessed through The Cardinal, the website, e-blasts, brochures, and 

other forms of outreach.  The use of the Nature Line dwindled. 
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In early 2021, it was time to reconsider the use of the volunteers’ time and the expense of the line.  

No other local nature clubs support a club phone line.  The board accepted the volunteers’ 

suggestion that the time had come to retire the line.  The recorded message let callers know the 

line would be retired by the end of May 2021. 

Thanks to everyone who helped out, called in and supported the line throughout its long history. 

Cathy Quinlan, Gail McNeil and Rick Martin 
 

ONTARIO NATURE (FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS) 
 
Regional meetings of the Ontario Nature Network provide an opportunity for naturalists to 
exchange ideas and report on successes and failures of programs they have undertaken, discuss 
natural heritage issues of concern, and seek advice from the Ontario Nature (ON) staff.  ON staff 
representatives give an update on the organization’s Nature Network and its conservation science, 
youth, educational, and advocacy programs.  Through these meetings, NL is able to keep abreast of 
regional and provincial matters relating to natural heritage.  Member groups are the “grassroots” 
of the federation, and the McIlwraith Ornithological Club, an earlier name of Nature London, was 
one of the FON’s founding member groups in 1931.   
 
With the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions preventing in-person meetings, Nature London (NL) 

attended the 2020 Fall Carolinian West Regional (CWR) meeting of the Ontario Nature Network 
by conference call on October 31st and the 2021 Spring Carolinian West Regional meeting by Zoom 
video conference on March 27th.  Both meetings were hosted and chaired by Lisa Richardson, 
Nature Network Coordinator for Ontario Nature (ON).  Virtual presentations at the fall regional 
meeting were given by Smera Sukumar on Post-burn Monitoring at Stone Road Alvar, and by 
Hugh Oliver on St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club’s 70th Anniversary.  At the spring regional 
meeting, Sandra Marshall of the Ipperwash Phragmites Phighters gave a virtual presentation on 

Winter Phragmites Removal.  President Gordon Neish and Ontario Nature Representative Anita 
Caveney represented NL at the fall and spring meetings.  Reports of these meetings were 
published in the Winter 2021 and Summer 2021 issues of The Cardinal. 
 

ON’s 90th Annual Gathering was cancelled due to pandemic restrictions, but the AGM was held 
virtually on June 12th, 2021, and the Conservation Awards were presented virtually during the 
meeting.  NL was represented at the AGM by Gordon Neish, Anita Caveney, and some other joint 
NL/ON members.  The citations for, and photos of, the award recipients were posted on ON’s 
website and published in the Fall 2021 issue ON Nature, and an announcement of award winners 
was sent electronically to ON members. Ontario Nature continued to operate its programs through 
the pandemic, with all staff working from home.  All spring events were cancelled but some late 
summer/early fall events were held, with COVID-19 safety protocols followed, at the Sydenham 
River and Gananoque Lake nature reserves, as examples.  
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Some ON highlights and concerns of the year are listed below: 

• All 26 ON nature reserves are now included in the Canadian Protected and Conserved Areas 
Database! ON’s properties, totalling 3,117 hectares (7,702 acres), now count towards the 10.7% 
of Ontario that is recognized as being protected.  

• ON held its annual Youth Summit for Biodiversity and Leadership virtually from August 22nd to 
September 19th as a series of Saturday afternoon live-streams, attended by 92 young leaders 
and 12 youth mentors. 

• A prescribed burn was successfully completed at Stone Road Alvar Nature Reserve in September 
2020.  ON and seven partner groups monitored post-burn conditions in 2021, to inform 

stewardship work. 

• ON’s 3-year American Ginseng conservation and restoration project continued, with research 
on threats, propagation, and impacts of forestry. Surveys for new occurrences, habitat 
suitability index modelling, and training workshops for professionals are parts of the project for 
2021 and 2022.  

• ON’s long-term monitoring protocol for snakes was implemented at more than 20 sites across 
Ontario, but cover board surveys were postponed due to pandemic restrictions. 

• More than 30 attendees from Indigenous communities participated in virtual ON-hosted Q&A 

sessions about Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas with Environment and Climate 
Change Canada and the Canadian Environmental Law Association. 

• ON completed its assessment of candidate protected areas identified through the Forest 
Stewardship Council certification process.  These could represent over one million hectares of 
new protected areas across northern Ontario.  

• ON took court action against the Ontario Government’s Bill 197, with the Canadian 
Environmental Law Association as legal counsel arguing that the Ontario Government had 
failed to comply with the Environmental Bill of Rights consultation requirements.  

• ON was very concerned about the continuing environmental deregulation, including forestry 
being exempted from the Environmental Assessment Act and Endangered Species Act, 2007, and 
Minster’s Zoning Orders being used to fast-track development on farmland and green spaces 
without public consultation. 

• Seed collecting took place at Sydenham River Nature Reserve in fall 2020.  Monitoring of vernal 
pools, snake cover boards, breeding bird surveys, and vegetation such as planted tall grass 
prairie and tree species took place when possible in 2021 to determine success.  

 
NL—ON interactions during the year included the following: 

• NL joined with ON and other organizations to have Schedule 6 amendments to the Conservation 
Authorities Act removed from the Ontario Government’s omnibus Bill 229, Protect, Support and 
Recover from Covid-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.   
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• NL members, ON, and other organizations opposed the Ontario Government’s plan to proceed 
with implementing the Species at Risk Conservation Fund, which was essentially a Pay-to-Slay 
Species-At- Risk Fund lacking transparency and public accountability. 

• NL joined ON and 118 other organizations in strongly opposing Schedule 3 of the Ontario 
Government’s Bill 257, Supporting Broadband and Infrastructure Expansion Act, 2021, which 
proposed to amend the Planning Act so that future Minister’s Zoning Orders would no longer 
have to be consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement.   

• NL’s board and/or some NL members submitted comments or signed ON letters in support of 
the following Action Alerts from Ontario Nature: 

• Conservation Authorities Under Fire (2020-12-09); 

• Stop the Bulldozers: Developers Seeking Permit to Destroy Provincially Significant Wetland 
(2021-03-15); 

• MZOs to Trump Protections for Nature and Farmland (2021-04-03); and 

• Stop Sprawl and Grow the Greenbelt (202-04-08). 
 
Anita Caveney 
Ontario Nature Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OSPREY MONITORING 
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The fishing must have been good as London Ospreys have raised 23 young birds this year in 12 

active nests during the 2021 breeding season.  

This year the young Osprey tally as of July 23rd, 2021 stood as follows: 

 Nest Location          Young   Notes 

Labatt Stadium   2  First to fly from the nest 

TD Waterhouse (Western)  3    

Windermere & Adelaide  2  New location 

Windermere Ball Field   0  Goose occupied nest early 

Windermere Golf Course  0  Goose occupied nest early 

Windermere at Richmond  ?  New nest this year, located August 

Gainsborough & Hyde Park  2  Nest removed after fledging 

Oxford & Third   0  Nest removed, not active 

Clarke & Fanshawe   2  New platform, old location 

CDM on Fanshawe   2  First year for young 

Hudson Boatworks   2    

Airport -Huron & Dakota  2   

Tartan & Sovereign   0  Nest removed, not active 

Dingman & White Oak   2 

Millar Berry Farm   2  New Nest - First year for young 

Greenway Park   2  New Nest – First year for young 

 TOTAL             23 
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The number of young raised to fledging was the highest seen in our records: 

Year   Young to Fledging Age Active Nests 

2021    23    12 

2020    19    10 

2019    16 +     8+ 

2018    16    10 

2017    13     8 

 

We had quite a bit of Osprey drama this season with a measure of triumph and disaster. At first 

we were concerned when the traditional nest at Clarke and Fanshawe disappeared over the 

winter.  An Osprey died at this location several years ago, a suspected case of electrocution as the 

nest spanned the wires.  Full credit goes to Ontario Hydro as last winter they installed a new 

platform a safe distance above the wires.   That platform was occupied immediately upon the 

return of Ospreys.    

Three nests were removed from communication towers and not replaced.  However, Ospreys 

raised chicks for the first time at CDM on Fanshawe Park, the Windermere Soccer Field, Millar 

Berry Farm and Greenway Park.  

A tragedy occurred for the Osprey couple nesting on the lights in the soccer field at Windermere 

and Adelaide.  The male Osprey became entangled in fishing line near the Adelaide Street Bridge, 

and kayakers found him dangling dead below the bridge.  We feared for the two very young birds, 

but the female Osprey turned in a “gold medal” performance doing nest and protection duty plus 

catching fish to feed herself and the growing brood.  Both chicks reached full size and were ready 

to fly by mid-July. 

This year, many people following the riverside path in Greenway Park next to the water treatment 

plant had new entertainment.  A young Osprey pair came late, built a nest of sticks on the 

platform provided by the City of London and raised two healthy young birds.  Kudos is due to the 

City Parks and Treatment Plant staff that sponsored and built this platform. 

 

Both Labatt Stadium and TD Waterhouse (Western) stadium have capital programs to upgrade the 

lighting in their facilities this winter.  Osprey monitors have been in touch with the project 



 
 

 Page 42 
 

managers, both of whom are Osprey-friendly.  They plan to provide new platforms above the 

stadium lights and have it all done before the Ospreys return.  Western is considering a possible 

nest-cam as part of the new arrangement.  We will continue to keep in touch with the project 

managers in hopes that both will be successful. 

Finally, we would like to thank all the Osprey monitors and reporters who have sent us news and 

pictures of the Osprey nests around London.  Thank you! 

Ric and Sandy Symmes 

 

REFRESHMENTS COMMITTEE 

Because the Indoor Meetings program went to a virtual format as a result of COVID-19 

restrictions, the activities of the Refreshments Committee were on hiatus during 2020-21. 

We are looking forward to the return of in-person meetings and to serving refreshments once 

again should prevailing regulations permit.  

 Linda and Jim Bristow 

 

SALES COORDINATOR 

 

Nature London Book sales report for 2020/2021   

                                        2020/21               2019/20               2018/19                                 

 Total Revenue               520.00                 927.00                  993.00                                  

Expenses                         132.00                 362.50                  269.17                                         

 The expenses in my report are only for the books we buy from St. Thomas Field Naturalists. 

Revenue, on the other hand, is for ALL books from all sources. 

 There were no indoor meetings or outdoor events, so all the sales were made at my back door this 

year. They totaled a little over half of last year’s with $515.00 in sales and a $5.00 donation.  

I only made one order from St. Thomas Field Naturalists for $132.00. 

 

At least we made a little money. Hopefully, we will be back to indoor meetings soon. 
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I will be placing an order with St. Thomas as I have no Butterfly or Wild Flower books left, and 

they go the fastest.   

I sold $90.00 in books September 13th and was asked how much it cost to be a member so I gave 

the girl two Cardinals for her and her friend. So that might be more money! 

Ann Henderson   

 

SAUNDERS LIBRARY (LONDON PUBLIC LIBRARY) 

For many years, Nature London has been making a donation to London Public Library to buy 

books for the library. 

The following is a list outlining the library purchases, usually multiple copies of each title, for the 

period September 2020 to August 2021. 

Children’s Titles 

Forest Magic: A Guidebook for Little Woodland Explorers, by Sarah Grindler 

Monarch Butterflies: Explore the Life Journey of one of the Winged Wonders of the World, by Ann 

Hobbie 

Outside You Notice, by Erin Alladin 

Pangolina, by Jane Goodall 

Fresh Air, Clean Water, by Megan Clendenan 

Adult Titles 

The Backyard Homesteader:  How to Save Water, Keep Bees, Eat from your Garden, and Live a 

More Sustainable Life, by Alison Candlin 

Circular Economy for Dummies, by Kyle Ritchie 

Essential Green Roof Construction: The Complete Step-by-step Guide, by Leslie Doyle 

Minimal: For Simple and Sustainable Living, by Laurie Barrette 

Sustainable Badass: A Zero-waste Lifestyle Guide, by Gittemarie Johansen 
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Sustainable Minimalism: Embrace Zero Waste, Build Sustainability Habits that Last, and become a 

Minimalist without Sacrificing the Planet, by Stephanie Marie Seferian 

The Waste-free World: How the Circular Economy will Take Less, Make More, and Save the 

Planet, by Ron Gonen 

All titles can be reserved at London Public Library’s web page at www.londonpubliclibrary.ca and 

picked up from your nearest branch library. 

Pat Tripp 
Saunders Librarian 

 
 

THAMES TALBOT LAND TRUST 

The idea of establishing a local land trust developed within the McIlwraith Field Naturalists 
(Nature London) in the late 1990s.  In the year 2000, the Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) was 
launched as a separate entity. TTLT is a registered Canadian charity, governed by a volunteer 
board of directors. 

From these early beginnings to the present, Nature London and TTLT have worked together to 
protect ecologically significant land in the London region.  The trust employs a small staff 
consisting of an Executive Director, Conservation Lands Manager, Stewardship and Outreach 

Coordinator and an Administrative and Engagement Coordinator. As funding permits, students 
are hired on short-term contracts. 

This report for Nature London members touches on some highlights of Thames Talbot Land 
Trust’s activities during the period September 2020 to August 2021.  The 2020 Impact Report for 
TTLT, covering the period January to December 2020, is available at 
https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/. Click on the “About Us” tab, and then click on Financial 
Statements. 

During the fall of 2020, two properties were added to TTLT’s growing portfolio of nature reserves. 
MeadowWoods, a 105-acre parcel in West Elgin, was donated by Anita and Stan Caveney, long-
time members of Nature London. The transfer of ownership took place in September 2020. Then 

in December, TTLT purchased its 20th reserve, now known as Ross’s Woods. This 56-acre 
property is situated in the Five Points Woods Wetland Complex. This complex straddles the 
boundary between Middlesex County and Oxford County near Ingersoll. With the addition of these 
two reserves, by the end of 2020, the total extent of land protected by TTLT surpassed 1890 acres. 

 

 

 

http://www.londonpubliclibrary.ca/
https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/
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In April 2021, TTLT announced the appointment of its new Executive Director, Daria Koscinski. 
Daria became Acting Executive Director in 2020 and had been TTLT’s Conservation Property 
Manager since 2014. Before joining the staff, Daria had assisted TTLT as an active volunteer from 
2008 to 2014. She has a strong background in ecology and is passionate about conserving and 
restoring natural landscapes. 

Like most other organizations, TTLT felt the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The public health 

restrictions originally implemented in March 2020 continued in various forms through the spring 
and summer of 2021. As restrictions were reduced through the summer of 2021, it became 
possible to hold some in-person public events. 

The 2021 season of TTLT’s Passport to Nature program commenced in early May, offering a blend 

of online webinars and in-person field events. Passport to Nature helps to introduce more people 
to the Trust and, through sponsorship revenue, provides financial support for TTLT. In 2021, the 
passport program raised more than $20,000. 

The year 2020 marked the 20th anniversary of the founding of TTLT, but restrictions associated 
with the pandemic prevented traditional celebratory events. One anniversary project completed in 
2021 was a commemorative book. Memories and Milestones is a 44-page book highlighting some 
of the Trust’s activities and achievements in its first 20 years. 

Meanwhile, TTLT continued with the Vision 20/20 Campaign to support the purchase of three 
properties, and long-term stewardship work for a specific group of donated and purchased 
properties. The campaign was structured to also help replenish TTLT’s Opportunities Fund. This 

fund enables the Trust to act quickly when strategic lands become available. Another portion of 
the money raised through the campaign will support the Jane Bowles Legacy Fund, which provides 
essential salary dollars for property management staff. Good progress is being made, and the 
campaign is continuing. 

In July 2021, a group of volunteers and staff members gathered at TTLT’s Meadowlily Nature 
Preserve to rebuild the wooden footbridge near the entrance. The bridge was overdue for repair, 

and Nature London generously supported this work through its Eco-Grants program. Originally 
planned for 2020, the project was deferred to 2021 because of COVID-19-related issues. 

Volunteers are essential to the operations of TTLT and assist in many ways. New volunteers are 

always welcome! Opportunities include serving on the board and committees, helping to organize 
and run events, as well as “hands-on” work at reserves. Spring and fall workdays are scheduled 
for the maintenance of trails and the removal of invasive species such as garlic mustard, 
buckthorn, and autumn olive. Once the invasive plants have been eliminated, native species may 
recolonize the site, or may be encouraged through planting. 
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TTLT is always on the lookout for funding sources that support our vision and provide 
employment for students. In 2021, through the Conservation Canada Corps, TTLT welcomed two 
interns to the stewardship team. Their work included removing invasive species, maintaining 
trails, and assisting with the turtle program. For a few weeks, the stewardship crew also benefited 
from the efforts of a high school student intern. 

Through the support of the Canada Summer Jobs program, TTLT hired three students. One of 

these carried out important tasks in the office, working on social media and the schools program. 
Two more joined the stewardship team later in the season, after the contracts of the Conservation 
Canada interns had ended.  

There are several ways to keep up to date on the activities of TTLT.  Members and friends of TTLT 

receive a newsletter, the TaTTLer. Electronic communications include regular updates through 
email, Facebook, and Instagram and the website. Financial contributions to support the work of 
TTLT are always welcome, and monthly donations are encouraged. Check the “Make a Donation” 
button at https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/. 

TTLT thanks Nature London and its members for ongoing support.  We look forward to working 
together on more projects in the future. 

Dave Wake  
TTLT Liaison 
 
 

URBAN LEAGUE OF LONDON (ULL) 

About ULL 

Vision - We believe that engaged and informed Londoners are the building blocks of a vital, 

successful and sustainable city. We believe that strong and connected communities are critical to 

bringing them together. Building these connections and advocating for our members is what we 

do.  

Mission - ULL is an umbrella group whose members include a number of neighbourhood and 

community organizations working to improve and connect our city. Individuals with an interest in 

urban or civic matters may also become individual members of the League.  

Meetings are held on the last Thursday of each month except for June, July, August and December. 

At each meeting, there is an educational component and the opportunity for members to share 

information about their organizations.  All ULL members are encouraged to attend the meetings. 

 

Here’s a list of some of the topics discussed at this year's meetings:  

https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/
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• Video Content: Up your communications and networking game with quality content 

• Sustainable Urban Communities Engagement Project: Personal/household action on climate 

change 

• Ways to get more and broader public participation in the local political process 

Some of the Member benefits: 

• General Liability insurance for member events and room bookings 

• Access to small internal funding opportunities when available 

• Partnering on mutually beneficial projects when possible 

• Monthly newsletter 

• Listing on the ULL website 

• Sharing of events on social media (tag ULL for retweets and Facebook shares) 

• Connections with neighbourhood and community associations 
• Collective voice on city-wide and neighbourhood specific issues 
• Digital support with G Suite, which includes mail, Google Sites and Google Drive storage 

 
As you can see from the list above, there are many benefits of being a member of ULL that Nature 

London (NL) can and has taken advantage of such as promoting NL events and activities in the 

ULL monthly newsletter, on the ULL website and on social media.  Being a member of this 

umbrella group provides NL the opportunity to connect, to collaborate and to keep informed of 

what is going on at city hall as well as within the various local member groups throughout the 

city. The ULL monthly newsletter includes a city council highlights section and, at each monthly 

meeting, ULL members are invited to share information pertaining to their organization or 

community group.  

If the city is working on a policy or dealing with an issue of importance to NL such as, for example, 

policies having to do with the environment, the ESAs, the river, natural areas etc. – or if another 

member group has concerns having to do with the natural environment – this information can be 

passed on to NL members.  We can then raise our voices as a collective and provide feedback to 

the city. To achieve NL's organizational objectives, I think it is imperative that NL stays informed 

and connected. Building connections and advocating for their members is what ULL does.  I 

recommend Nature London continue its membership and involvement with the Urban League of 

London. 

Susan Price 

 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
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Volunteers are the key to the great success of Nature London.  Indoor programs, outdoor hikes, 

and birding trips come together under the direction of the related committees and team 

members.  Our website volunteers maintain an excellent internet presence that allows members to 

see and sign up for activities and programs.   Our website and top notch publication, The Cardinal, 

maintain good internal communications and let the general public see the good things that go on 

within the organization.   

Our board volunteers provide the strategic vision that guides the enterprise.  They also give the 

overall leadership and direct our environmental activism in the larger community and across 

Ontario.  With over 40 named volunteer positions and teams, we are thankful for all 

of the competent and dedicated members who maintain our terrific nature group.   

With COVID-19 controlling so many of the social interactions within Nature London, we have been 

thankful for outdoor activities and very strong existing relationships that have kept the club 

functioning at a high level.  We look forward to a future in which we can come together freely to 

enjoy the friendship of the others who make up the club.  We want to continue to make a strong 

case for exemplary stewardship and enjoyment of our natural environment. 

 
Norm Corrin  

 

WEBSITE 

Website traffic was up 24% for 2020-2021, averaging almost 2300 hits per month versus 1850 

hits for the previous year. The Cardinal continued to average over 250 hits per flight. 

Much of the focus over the past year was on the management of the club’s Events Calendar on the 

website and keeping up with the dynamic pandemic situation.  

• The first virtual indoor meeting of the 2020-2021 season did not go as planned with intruders 

disrupting the event. In response, Registrations for the Events Calendar Pro was purchased 
and a registration system for indoor meetings hastily setup.  

• Thirty outdoor events were added to the calendar, of which half had to be cancelled due to 
evolving pandemic conditions and rules. The 2021-2022 year is getting off to a better start.  

• Ten virtual indoor meetings were added. 
• Virtual Birding Wing meetings made a comeback, with three events being added.  
• Web pages were created for the indoor and outdoor meeting coordinators that list everyone 

who has registered for events.  
• An online form for Hike Leaders was created. The form ensures that all information is 

captured before working its way through the Field Trip Coordinators for approval and on to 
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the website’s Events Calendar, The Cardinal, and the E-Newsletter. A similar proposal for a 
form to handle Indoor, Birding Wing and Nature in the City meetings is in the works.  

• An email template was created for cancelling a hike. For example, there could be a cancellation 
due to weather, the unexpected reconstruction of a boardwalk (as happened at Coldstream) or 
even a pandemic. When a hike is cancelled on the Events Calendar, the template can be 
triggered to automatically send an email to everyone who registered.  

• Online instructions on the website and inline instructions in emails were improved to aid 
members with registering and unregistering for events.  

• By the time you read this, the member job aid with instructions for registering and 
unregistering for events will have been revamped. A new section detailing how to be added to 
a waiting list when an event is full has been included. The waiting list is fully automated; no 

additional intervention or administration is required.  

The largest project over the past year was the implementation of the Nature London history 

webpages. Dave & Winnie Wake (the Nature London Archivists) provided an abundance of 

information that was organized according to how much time someone has to peruse the material: 

Selected Highlights (a leisurely look at the past century and a half), 150 Years in 15 Pictures (for 

those in a hurry), and an In-Depth History (a detailed compilation of well-illustrated articles). 

There were the usual website updates too including: 

• 24 breaking news stories 

• 12 monthly features member images 
• 9 chimney swift updates (reports, documents) 
• 7 bird count updates (checklist, Christmas Bird Counts, Middlesex Bird Count) 
• 6 administrative announcements (AGM minutes, unaudited financial report, annual report, 

Covid-19 updates, pishing) 
• 4 flights of The Cardinal 
• 3 new web pages (Annual Banquet auction, 2020 Eco-Grants webpage, discretionary funds) 
• 2 Columbia Employee Store announcements 
• 1 Natural Areas Guide 
• And a Partridge in a Pear Tree.  

On September 1, 2020, a Nature London YouTube channel was introduced in response to requests 

to have a facility for members to share videos. The addition of the channel proved to be fortuitous 

when virtual Indoor and Birding Wing meetings were recorded and could be shared with 

members who were not able to attend. In the first year, 34 videos were added, 24 of which were 

member contributions, 7 Indoor meetings, and 3 Birding Wing meetings. Videos have been viewed 

over 1900 times in total since inception with the most popular ones being on Rondeau Park, 

Ospreys, and Chimney Swifts.  



 
 

 Page 50 
 

The administration of the YouTube channel was being managed temporarily by the webmaster 

role. By the time you read this, a permanent Nature London YouTube Administrator role will have 

been created and filled by a new individual. 

Once again, we would like thank Sylvia White who is providing the Nature London web hosting 

services.  

Chris Baldock 
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AWARDS 

 

W.E. Saunders Award of Merit 

Muriel Andreae 

 

Special Recognition Award 

Herb Bax 

Jim & Roslyn Moorhead 

 

Conservation Awards 

Delaware Sportsmen’s Conservation Association 

Brendon Samuels 

 

Thank You (Suncatcher) Awards 

Ron Martin 
Leslie Rockwell 
Tom Reaume 
Shirley & Denzil D’Mello 

 
 
Enviro Hero Awards 
Not awarded in 2020-21 
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APPOINTMENTS 2020-21 

Archivists     Dave & Winifred Wake 

Audio / Visual Technicians   Paul Stevens, Ric Symmes 

Awards Banquet Coordinators   Deb Gorman-Smith, Bernie VanDenBelt 

Bird Records Secretary    Pete Read 

Birding Wing Program Coordinators  Paul Roedding, Garth Casbourn, Cathy McCoy,  

Gail McNeil 

Book Donations     Betsy Baldwin 

Brochure Producer    Ray Robertson 

Butterfly Count Coordinator   George Prieksaitis 

Cardinal Committee    Muriel Andreae, John Berry, Mike Channon,  

Carrie Long 

Cedarcroft Committee Chair   Barb Kaiser 

Chimney Swift Liaison    Winifred Wake 

Christmas Bird Count Coordinator  Pete Read 

Conservation Action Committee Chair  Sandy Levin 

Eco-Grants Coordinator    Susan Relecom 

E-Newsletter & Email Coordinators  Ric & Sandy Symmes 

Facebook Coordinator    Mady Hymowitz 

Friends of the Coves Representative  Bill Maddeford 

Guide to Natural Areas Editors   Mike Channon 

Indoor Meetings Coordinators   Ruth Dickau, Jane Edwards, Rick Martin 

London Environmental Network Rep  Susan Price 

Manual Secretary    Cathy Quinlan 

Membership Secretary    Gail McNeil 

Membership Database Support   Hugh Casbourn 

Nature in the City Coordinator   Pat Tripp 

Nature Line Coordinators   Rick Martin, Gail McNeil, Cathy Quinlan 

Ontario Nature Representative   Anita Caveney 

Publicity Administrator    Vacant 

Refreshments Coordinators   Jim & Linda Bristow 

Sales Coordinator    Ann Henderson 

Saunders Library Liaison   Pat Tripp 

Thames Talbot Land Trust Liaison  David Wake 

Urban league of London   Susan Price 

Volunteer Coordinator    Norm Corrin 

Web Host     Sylvia White 

Webmaster     Chris Baldock 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020-2021 

 

President     Gordon Neish 

Past President     Bernie VanDenBelt 

Vice President     Vacant 

Treasurer     Lesley Pergau 

Recording Secretary    Liz Bell 

Director at Large    Nick Bell 

Director at Large    John Berry 

Director at Large    Mike Channon 

Director at Large    Garry Cruickshank 

Director at Large     Jennifer Evans 

Director at Large    Grant Hopcroft 

Director at Large    Stacey Jaczko 

Director at Large    Dan Tigchelaar 

Director at Large    Chrisoula Van Oirschot 

 

 

 

The Nature London 2020-21 Annual Report was compiled by Bernie VanDenBelt. 

 


