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End-of-Season Report for Nature London  
Chimney Swift Monitoring Program, 2022  

November 12, 2022 
 

By Winifred Wake, Chimney Swift Liaison for Nature London 
 

1.0  Executive Summary 
 

The Chimney Swift is a Threatened species in Canada (designated 2009, reaffirmed 2018).  On March 17, 2022, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada released a draft recovery strategy for public input (comments due June 15, 
2022).  A key component of the proposed strategy is the designation as “critical habitat” of a selection of chimneys 
known to have been occupied by swifts in 2017 or earlier.  Fifty-four London chimneys are on the list, all having been 
first identified by Nature London volunteers.  Among many other things, the strategy proposes that owners of such chim-
neys assume responsibility for maintaining them as swift habitat, with some funding assistance available through a 
Chimney Restoration Fund administered by Birds Canada.    

In 2022, following two years of reduced activity due to COVID, Nature London carried out a full season of swift 
monitoring (early May to early October).  Thanks to the efforts of very dedicated volunteers, weekly monitoring expand-
ed from 13 chimneys to 18 chimneys.  The Nature London program continues to operate independently, using its own 
monitoring protocols and online data entry portal.  At the end of the year, all data were shared via spreadsheet with the 
provincial database maintained by Ontario SwiftWatch (Birds Canada).  

For a number of years, Sandy Symmes has been capably organizing the weekly monitoring schedule, plus keep-
ing volunteers engaged and happy – no mean feat, but key to the generation of so much valuable data about local swifts.  
In 2022, Glenn Berry became involved too, using his computer expertise to introduce a new degree of sophistication to 
the creation of monitoring schedules.  Together Glenn and Sandy make a formidable team!  
 

1.1  Selected Highlights of the 2022 Nature London Swift Monitoring Program (May 3 to October 7) 
 

• First swifts of year seen Ap 24 (eBird) at Kilally and Westminster Ponds (2021=Ap 27; 2020=Ap 29; 2019=Ap 30). 
• During fall migration in 2022, the combined tally for 13 chimneys monitored since 2018 peaked at 806 (Au 23). 

• In 2021, peak=856 (Au 24); in 2020 peak=1166 (Se 1); in 2019 peak=899 (Au 21); in 2018 peak=1802 (Au 29). 
• Of 18 chimneys monitored weekly My 4 to Oc 4, 10 held a roost of  > 20 swifts on at least 1 night. 
• Largest single-night count at one roost on a designated monitoring night: My 4–Jn 14=330, Phoenix (Jn 2); Jn 15–Jl 

31=221, Hunt’s (Jl 19); Au 1–Oc 4=353, Smith Fruit (Au 23).  Largest count, all dates=479, Smith Fruit (Au 25). 
• Last night a London chimney occupied = Oc 5; vs Se 28, 2021; Se 27, 2020; Oc 2, 2019; Oc 9, 2018; Se 27, 2017. 
• Smith Fruit identified as optimal release site for hand-reared young swifts; two release events took place: 

• Au 26, 6 swifts from Le Nichoir, Hudson, QC; Se 3, 7 swifts from Destined To Fly, Harrowsmith, ON. 
• Tuesday-evening and associated monitoring (approx 24 weeks) at 18 chimneys produced 411 online data submissions. 
• An additional 148 monitoring reports were submitted: 108 extra visits to 18 chimneys, 1 visit each to 31 other London 

chimneys, and 9 visits to 3 out-of-town sites, for a total of 559 data submissions involving 52 different chimneys. 
• One new-to-us swift chimney was found in London in 2022.  Of 18 monitored chimneys, fledging was confirmed at 2. 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the 2022 London swift-monitoring program.  Particu-
larly hearty thanks go to Sandy Symmes and Glenn Berry for scheduling monitors at 18 chimneys every Tuesday night, 
plus extra dates for the national spring monitoring program, and nightly during the tail end of fall migration.  Their 
spouses, Susan Berry and Ric Symmes also helped be-
hind the scenes.  Dave Wake handled the database and 
created the tables and graphs that accompanied weekly 
reports and this report.  Heartiest thanks are due to the 
dedicated crew of amazing volunteers, especially those 
who stepped forward on short notice to take on extra 
shifts when there was a gap to fill in the schedule.  All in 
all, more than 60 people participated, of which about 40 
formed a committed core group.  Others came along as 
guests or to help out in a pinch.  Some people assisted by 
submitting data from additional monitoring at non-
scheduled times.  Every contribution, no matter how big 
or small, is much appreciated.  Without such a wonderful 
team, we would not have been able to so smoothly col-
lect such a mountain of important data about swifts in 
London.  We also express appreciation to Nature London 
for financial and other support.   

 

A pair of courting swifts high overhead.  (photo by David Wake) 
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2.0 Introduction: The Third Year of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

During the winter of 2022, tentative plans were made to reinstitute a full season of swift monitoring in London.  
By late winter, many Londoners had received third doses of vaccine against COVID and the January wave of elevated 
case numbers had subsided.  It was hoped the spring wave gaining steam at the time would have reduced impact.  As a 
precaution, no pre-season indoor gathering of monitors was held in late April.   

Because swift monitoring mostly takes place from lawn chairs set up outdoors, it is easy for members of differ-
ent households to maintain physical distance.  It was therefore decided to begin monitoring the first week of May, Na-
ture London’s usual start-up time before the pandemic.  By early summer, many monitors had added protection from a 
fourth shot of COVID vaccine. 

Monitors from 2021 were contacted and almost all signed on again, a remarkable show of loyalty to the London 
swift program.  In late April, along with updated guidelines for monitoring, a protocol was circulated covering best prac-
tices to mitigate the spread of COVID.  Also included was safety advice pertinent to the significant numbers of un-
housed people frequenting London’s streets.   

In August and September of 2021, three new active swift roosts were identified.  Two of these had an active nest
-only chimney close by.  For 2022, it was decided to expand weekly monitoring from 13 to 18 chimneys to include the 
three new locations (five chimneys).  Since there had been no recruitment of new monitors for several years (due to the 
pandemic), additional people were needed to ensure all sites could be covered throughout the season.   

In late winter and early spring, a concerted campaign was mounted to attract new volunteers.  Appeals were 
made to club members through The Cardinal, the bi-monthly e-newsletter, and at club Zoom meetings.  Additional ef-
forts were made during swift field trips and at a variety of public outreach events.  Nine new recruits joined our ranks.  
Most of these were Nature London members and/or had been enlisted through personal contact.  Training and mentoring 
were provided by pairing newcomers with experienced monitors for their first session or two.   

A significant innovation to the weekly monitoring program in 2022 was the use of computer-generated assign-
ments.  These were created by Glenn Berry working with Sandy Symmes, who took some time off in the spring to re-
cover from hip replacement surgery.  For safety reasons, monitors worked in pairs.  To fully cover 18 chimneys each 
week, 28 monitors were needed (four locations had two chimneys).  Throughout the season, whenever there were empty 
slots in the schedule, Glenn, often with Sandy’s help, found ingenious ways to fill them.  Monitors also helped by volun-
teering for extra evenings and/or bringing along a friend or family member  With this marvellous demonstration of team-
work, we assembled a very robust set of data that ran from May 3 to October 7.   

Nature London’s swift monitoring protocol, by virtue of running from 30 minutes before sunset to 30 minutes 
after, focuses mainly on obtaining information on numbers of swifts spending nights inside chimneys, especially at com-
munal roosts of non-breeders.  We recognize that, when large numbers of swifts are simultaneously entering a chimney 
(often while others in the flock are dropping behind it), it can be very difficult to come up with accurate counts or esti-
mates.  The bigger the number of swifts involved and the more concentrated their entry time, the greater the challenge.  
Still, we believe our volunteers do a remarkable job of making the most accurate count or estimate possible.  One volun-
teer, Glenn Berry, makes videos of each session and later plays them in slow 
motion to obtain highly accurate counts.  Glenn is always willing to share ad-
vice with anyone who might wish to try this approach.   

For monitoring chimneys that appear to be used for nesting, an earlier 
start time than we currently use (e.g., one hour before sunset) would provide a 
better picture of nesting activity. Still, our protocol does permit some observa-
tions of nesting swifts entering and exiting the chimney before retiring inside 
for the night.  The limited data so collected sometimes allow cursory interpre-
tation of the stage of nesting underway in a chimney.  Otherwise, the biggest 
challenges to tracking the comings and goings of nesting swifts are usually 
associated with the speed with which nesting birds enter and exit.  In particu-
lar, it can be difficult to detect departing swifts, which usually just clear the 
chimney rim and fly directly away, often on the opposite side of the chimney 
from the observer.  No matter what the situation, monitors do their best.  

Each week, participants received an updated schedule plus a report on 
the most recent results for each chimney and a tentative interpretation of their 
meaning.  Reports kept everyone up to date as migrants arrived in London or 
departed, as non-breeding swifts moved around among chimneys, and as nest-
ing attempts waxed or waned.  In all, 25 such reports were emailed. 

 During 2022, by taking appropriate precautions, Nature London ran a 
safe, healthy and highly successful swift monitoring program.  At the end of 
the year, all London data were shared, via spreadsheet, with the provincial 
swift database maintained by Ontario SwiftWatch.  Our ongoing hope is that 
London data will be used by scientists and others to contribute to a better un-
derstanding of swifts and their population trends in Ontario, and to help in-
form conservation initiatives.  

 

Swifts prepare to enter the chimney at 
Kingsway-North.  (photo by David Wake) 
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2.1  Goals for Nature London Swift Monitoring in 2022 
 

• Recruit additional volunteers to support and expand monitoring program. 
• Create a rotating schedule that accommodates monitors’ availability and ena-

bles them to experience a variety of different chimneys around the city.  
• From early May to early October, conduct Tuesday-evening counts of swifts 

spending nights in 18 targeted chimneys.  
• Participate in national program to monitor swifts during spring migration. 
• Carry out nightly monitoring at last chimney to be occupied in the fall. 
• Monitor chimneys for use by communal roosts of non-breeders. 
• To the extent possible within the protocol, track nesting and other activity at 18 

targeted chimneys. 
• Compile and send out weekly summaries of results to keep volunteers engaged and informed. 
• Conduct one-off monitoring visits to many other London chimneys to document swift usage.  
• Facilitate releases of hand-reared swifts by wildlife rehabilitators who specialize in this species. 
• Make data available for local use and to share with the provincial database for swifts.  
• Create safe and enjoyable monitoring experiences for volunteers.  
 

2.2  Terminology (terms are somewhat arbitrarily defined) 
 

• Roost: A communal gathering (>10 to >1000) of mostly non-breeding Chimney Swifts that spend the night 
(occasionally the day) together inside a single chimney. 

• Spring Roost (late Apr to Jun 14), approximately coinciding with season of spring migration (large roosts). 
• Summer Roost (Jun 15 to Jul 31), approximately coinciding with core of nesting season (smaller roosts). 
• Fall Roost (Aug 1 to early Oct), approximately coinciding with fall migration (largest roosts). 
• Nest Chimney: A chimney used only for nesting or that harbours only a few swifts.  During the nesting season, only 

one pair or family unit lives in a chimney at a time.  A commu-
nal roost sometimes occupies a chimney at night at the same 
time an active nest is present.  Nesting birds tend to be quiet and 
secretive when approaching their home chimney and may enter 
and exit several times during the early part of an evening moni-
toring session.  The birds that make up a roost of non-breeders 
tend to enter later, often circling and twittering first.   
 
3.0  2022 Evening Monitoring Protocol at 18 Chimneys 
 

            Monitoring guidelines and support documents relating to 
Nature London’s 2022 weekly Tuesday-evening swift monitor-
ing program were emailed to participants prior to the start of the 
season.  Full details are contained in those materials.   
            Since 2018, a core group of 13 chimneys has been moni-
tored weekly.  In 2022, five additional chimneys were added, for 
a  total of 18. All are located in older, well-established parts of 
the city.  Structures include a church, a heritage home (now busi-
nesses/apartments), schools, other educational institutions, ware-
houses, and commercial or office buildings.     
            Chimneys were initially selected for inclusion on the reg-
ular monitoring list based on a past history of use as a communal 
roost, or for being so close to a communal roost they could be 
monitored at the same time.  Chimneys never used as communal 
roosts or not used as communal roosts in the spring and summer 
of a particular year are usually occupied by a few swifts or are 
used for nesting purposes. Though the same protocol as for mon-
itoring communal roosts is used, for chimneys that harbour very 
few swifts, particular attention is given to watching for indica-
tions of nesting activity. The 18 monitored chimneys are listed in 
Table 1 and shown on the map in Figure 1.   
            For some of the 18 chimneys, partial sets of monitoring 
data go back 15 years or more, e.g., South Collegiate 2004, 
King’s 2004, Labatt’s 2005, Smith Fruit 2004, Phoenix 1996 and 
2003, Old North School (Ryerson) 2005, 388 Dundas 2006, and 
ICORR 2007. 

 

 

Table 1.  The 18 London chimneys monitored weekly in 

2022.   For all sites, formal monitoring began on May 4 (or 

5) and continued into September or early October.  Letter 

references refer to map in Figure 1. 

(photo by Glenn Berry) 
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            Most volunteers made visual 
counts while seated in a lawn chair 
or a car, if possible with the chimney 
silhouetted against the northwest 
sky, away from security and other 
lights, and with two sides of the 
chimney visible.  Monitoring com-
menced at least 30 minutes before 
sunset (earlier in inclement weather) 
and continued until 30 minutes after 
sunset.  Participants were also en-
couraged to begin earlier than 30 
minutes before sunset to increase 
opportunities for observing activities 
indicative of nesting, such as nest-
building behaviour, partner exchang-
es during incubation, and food deliv-
eries to nestlings.  
            One monitor, Glenn Berry, 
usually monitored by recording vid-
eo footage of the session, then later 
reviewing it at slow speed.  Especial-
ly when large numbers of birds were 
involved, this increased accuracy.  
Monitors doing visual counts count-
ed/estimated to the best of their abil-
ity and/or averaged counts made in-
dependently by different observers. 

The 2022 field form was similar to the one used the previous three years, with minor changes (e.g., five new 
locations added and other types of info invited).  Numbers and times of all entering and exiting swifts were recorded, 
with estimates made when concentrations of swifts entered in a compressed time period. Tips were given on selecting an 
optimal viewing location, how to calculate number of swifts inside for the night, and on other aspects of monitoring.  
Monitors were asked to report predators, swift behaviours of interest, and maximum number of swifts seen at once 
(especially if no roosting flock materialized).  Barn Swallows, Common Nighthawks and bats were documented.  

Precautions relating to COVID-19 and other safety issues were outlined and provided to monitors.  Where feasi-
ble, two-member monitoring teams were made up of people from the same household.   

Monitors encountered people experiencing homelessness mainly at FSA, Phoenix and, to a lesser extent, Smith 
Fruit.  In general there were relatively few problems in 2022.  Monitors rotated to different locations each night.  This 
allowed everyone to become familiar with many or all of the chimneys on the roster.  Solo monitors were also rotated 
among partners.  Data were submitted ASAP after each count via the Nature London online portal (same as in 2021). 

Each week monitors received an email that included two documents: 1) a table of numbers and observations 
submitted for the 18 chimneys during the most recent Tuesday count, 2) a written report summarizing and discussing 
these results (including a cumulative table of counts at each 
chimney since May 4).  In addition, each week, monitors 
were sent an updated rolling four-week table of monitoring 
assignments.   Memory joggers were emailed on Sundays to 
everyone who had a monitoring assignment the coming Tues-
day. 

After a two-year hiatus due to COVID, in 2022, Na-
ture London resumed participation in the National Roost 
Monitoring Program (NRMP) (May 25 and 29, June 2 and 6).  
Also known as the spring blitz, NRMP is an initiative of the 
Canadian Wildlife Service (a division of the federal depart-
ment of Environment and Climate Change Canada).   

We are not aware of other swift monitoring programs 
in Canada that begin monitoring as early in the spring or that 
document fall migration to the extent done in London.  The 
uniqueness of the London program in these two ways allows 
our data to make a significant contribution  to the understand-
ing of numbers and movements of swifts through southwest-
ern Ontario in early May and in August and September. 

 

Figure 1.  Locations of 18 chimneys where monitoring was regularly carried out in 
2022.  See Table 1. 

 

Glenn Berry monitoring in the rain on the parking deck at 
South Collegiate.  (photo by Susan Berry) 
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4.0  Monitoring Spring Migration (late April to June 14) 
 

See Table 2 for the results of scheduled “weekly” monitoring at 18 London chimneys in 2022.  
London’s first swifts of the spring are recorded on eBird.  Early arrivals are often seen in the vicinity of water 

bodies (above which emerging aquatic insects may be present) or over older city neighbourhoods.  The first 2022 date 
was April 24, when reports came from Westminster Ponds and along the Thames River at Kilally.  In the next 10 days, a 
generally cold and wet period, swifts were also sighted at local wetlands, above mature London neighbourhoods (e.g., 
UWO, Old South, Old East), and at 12 of 18 monitored chimneys.  On the chilly day of May 22 (the day after the ex-
treme winds, rains and thunderstorms of the May 21 derecho), a large flock of swifts (including a few swallows) was 
observed repeatedly swooping for insects over the Thames River near the Wharncliffe Road bridge.   

For many years Nature London began its formal documentation of spring migration to coincide with the four or 
five dates prescribed by the National Roost Monitoring Program (NRMP) of the Canadian Wildlife Service and by On-
tario SwiftWatch (a program of Birds Canada).  Mostly four days apart, these ran from mid-to-late May into early June.  
Suspecting that significant spring migration might be happening in London before the designated NRMP dates, in 2019, 
Nature London started implemented weekly monitoring at 13 chimneys beginning on the first Tuesday of May.    

In 2019, large numbers of swifts were in London during the first two weeks of May.  For example, on May 1, a 
total of 284 swifts occupied nine of 13 chimneys monitored; of these, six hosted roosts of  > 10 swifts.  A week later, on 
May 8, a very cold evening, the combined tally for 13 chimneys was 720, with most birds concentrated in two roosts.   

 

Table 2.  Number of swifts spending the night in 18 monitored chimneys during regular counts on 25 evenings, May 4 to 
October 4, 2022.  

Notes: May 4 counts at Kings, Hunt’s & Huron done May 5.  May 10 counts at 388 Dundas & 423 Colborne done May 11.  Jun 14 
counts at Kingsway N&S done Jun 15.  Jul 12 count at King’s is average of 46 & 81. Jul 19 counts at FSA N&S & Elborn done Jul 21. 
Sep 27 counts at Kingsway N&S done Sep 28.  Hyphen (-) indicates no count done. 
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Unfortunately, in 2020 and 2021, due to COVID-imposed lockdowns, Nature London was unable to carry out 
formal monitoring during the spring migration period (late April to June 14).  In 2022, monitoring at 18 chimneys was 
slated to begin on May 3 but was postponed one day due to inclement weather.  Though 12 chimneys were occupied, 
only one contained a roost (>10 swifts) and the combined tally was 209 (206 for the same 13 chimneys as monitored in 
2019).  A week later, on May 10, seven chimneys hosted roosts and nine others held from one to four swifts; two chim-
neys were empty.  For the remaining six spring monitoring dates, either five or six of the 18 chimneys held roosts.  Be-
tween May 4 and June 14, all 18 chimneys held swifts on at least four of the eight dates.   

By far the most significant spring roost in 2022 was at Phoenix, the only chimney to host a roost on all eight 
nights.  On each of these dates Phoenix accommodated the largest roost in the city (range from 104 to 330 swifts).   

Four chimneys held roosts on seven of the eight spring monitoring dates.  Hunt’s (range 32 to 111) was the sec-
ond most significant roost, followed by Huron (13 to 113).  In fourth place, the roost at King’s was somewhat smaller 
(range 37 to 74), while the Smith Fruit roost consistently held low numbers (11 to 30 swifts).   

Though occupied by small numbers of swifts on other count nights, four chimneys held roosts (>10 swifts) on 
only one night of the eight nights monitored.  Curiously, two of these chimneys hosted substantial numbers on the only 
night each qualified as a roost: Elborn (103 on June 6) and 388 Dundas (56 on May 25).  Two other chimneys that held 
roosts on just one night harboured only small numbers: South (22 on May 10) and Kingsway-N (12 on May 10).  Since 
spring roosts often show a pattern of relatively steady occupancy or of gradually building then declining numbers over 
several weeks, it is unknown what might have caused the single flash-in-the-pan appearance of a good-sized roost at 
each of Elborn and 388 Dundas on a different night.   

In 2022, during the spring migration period, the largest combined tally (642) for 18 chimneys (also the largest 
for the original subset of 13 chimneys, 633) was recorded on June 6, the last night of the NRMP counts.  In contrast, in 
2019, the largest combined tally (735) for 13 chimneys was recorded on May 16, three weeks earlier than in 2022. 

For a comparison of data for the 13 chimneys in 2019 and 2022, see Figure 2.  Compared to 2022, in 2019, 
numbers were notably higher during the first half of the spring migration period, peaking earlier and at a much higher 
level.  In 2022, counts were substantially lower through most of May and the peak did not occur until June 6. 

None of the three new fall roosts discovered in August or September of 2021 hosted a spring roost in 2022 
(except 388 Dundas on one night: 56 on May 25).  With the exception of May 25, a graph showing the combined tally 
for the 18 chimneys during spring migration in 2022 would largely be similar to the line plotted for the 13 chimneys.  

In 2019, seven of 13 chimneys hosted roosts on most monitored dates during spring migration: South, King’s, 
Labatt’s, Smith Fruit, Phoenix, Hunt’s and Huron.  In 2022, five of 13 chimneys hosted roosts on most dates during the 
migration period.  These five had also held roosts in 2019.  The two “missing” chimneys in 2022 were South, which had 
a roost on just one night (22 on May 10) and Labatt’s, which held one to three swifts on all eight dates monitored. 

In 2019, the largest spring roost was at Labatt’s (37 to 595 swifts on the eight monitored dates).  In sharp con-
trast, during the spring of 2022, Labatt’s did not host a roost at all.   

As indicated above, in 2022, the largest spring roost was at Phoenix (104 to 330 on the eight monitored dates).  
In 2019, Phoenix  had held a roost on five of the eight monitored dates (16 to 193).   

In comparing the results of spring monitoring in 2019 and 2022, it is important to keep in mind the variables that 
may be contributing to the differences between the two years.  The weather on any particular count night, especially ear-
ly in the season, may be pertinent.  A cold wet monitoring evening when little insect food is available in the air column 
may cause swifts to enter chimneys well before monitors arrive.  On a broader scale, poor spring weather that retards the 

emergence of insects might cause swifts to 
delay their northward migration and arrival in 
London.  
            In London, May of 2022 was charac-
terized by long stretches of cold, wet weather, 
with only a few shorter intervals of more 
pleasant conditions.  Insects were scarce dur-
ing the month and still very spottily distribut-
ed throughout June.  The unusually late 2022 
peak date for the combined tally may reflect 
swifts’ reluctance to push northward in the 
face of food scarcity.   
            Although monitoring was carried out 
at the same sample of 13 chimneys both years, 
additional swifts may well have been occupy-
ing other roost chimneys to a greater or lesser 
extent in these years.  It is not known how 
representative the combined tally calculated 
for the 13 chimneys on any given date might 
be of the actual number of swifts in London 
on that night.              

 

Figure 2.  The combined nightly tally at 13 chimneys during spring mi-
gration in 2019 and 2022. 
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Spring monitoring is scheduled at intervals of four or seven days.  It 
is entirely possible that significant peaks or troughs in the combined tally 
occurred on days that were not monitored.  Additional variation in numbers 
may be introduced when large numbers of swifts enter a chimney during a 
compressed time period.  On such occasions, counts or estimates tend to be 
less accurate and may vary considerably from one monitor to another.   

We have no idea of the turnover rate at roosts from day to day during 
spring migration or to what extent swifts in the city may be moving among 
roosts, including roosts not known to us.  It seems likely that, at times, swifts 
arriving from the south may pile up in London awaiting more favourable 
travelling or foraging conditions before continuing northward.  A high peak 
combined tally may be more indicative of weather conditions and bunched-
up swifts than of greater numbers of swifts migrating north that year.   

In 2022, there was some variability in when spring roosts were first 
occupied.  On May 4, 2022, the first night of monitoring, only one chimney 
served as a roost (182 swifts).  Five other chimneys that held only a few 
swifts that night hosted roosts a week later on May 10.   Similarly, there was 
variability in how long a roost was maintained in any of these chimneys.  In 
five chimneys, numbers of swifts were still increasing on May 17, while at 
two chimneys they had started to decline.   

By the end of spring migration (June 14), numbers at some roost 
chimneys had tapered off.  Four chimneys still held good-sized roosts and 
continued to do so throughout the summer nesting season, until the end of 
July and, in some cases, later. 

As spring migration progressed, all 18 chimneys were hosting swifts.  
At chimneys not concurrently occupied by a communal roost, it is likely the 
swifts present were ones that had already settled into a chimney for nesting 
purposes or were prospecting a potential nest site.  Chimneys harbouring communal roosts may also have been hosting 
swifts intending to nest.  For non-roost chimneys, date of first occupancy varied from May 4 to May 25, suggesting that 
some swifts return to nest chimneys in London sooner than others do.  The fact that occupancy was sometimes detected 
on one monitoring night but not the next suggests some swifts were checking out more than one chimney as a potential 
nest site.   
 
5.0 Monitoring 18 Targeted Chimneys during the Nesting Season (June 15 to July 31)  
 

Because several London roosts continue to be occupied during the nesting season, they are discussed separately 
below.  Nesting activity commences, in some cases, shortly after migration begins and continues until the last swifts 
have fledged in August.  For the purposes of this document, the core nesting season has been somewhat arbitrarily de-
fined as extending from June 15 to July 31.  In the discussion on nesting that follows, however, the entire season of nest-
ing activity is considered (May to August). 

 

5.1 Communal Roosts of Non-breeders during the Nesting Season  
 

As spring migration winds down in early to mid-June, the total number of swifts occupying communal roosts 
drops off and some chimneys cease to host roosts, though they continue to be occupied by small numbers of swifts.  See 
pages 5 to 7 for discussion of roost numbers during spring migration. 

In 2022, the same chimneys that had served as primary roost sites during spring migration continued to host 
roosts until at least late July: King’s, Phoenix, Hunt’s and Huron and the small roost at Smith Fruit.  See Table 2 (page 
5).  As reported above, the combined tally (for 18 chimneys) during spring migration peaked on June 6 at 642, then 
dropped quickly.  On the first count during the core nesting season, the combined tally was 351 on June 21, suggesting 
that, by then, the last of the migrants that intended to nest had either moved on to areas farther north or dispersed to nest-
ing chimneys within London and area.   

From 351, numbers at roosts steadily increased through the nesting season to 523 on July 26 (average of 450 per 
night for six count dates at 18 chimneys).  The bulk of the birds counted in the combined tallies are non-breeders, with 
nesting pairs (i.e., 18 chimneys x 2 birds = 36) not comprising more than ~10% of the swifts in this sample of 18 chim-
neys.  With such a small percentage of active nesters in the cohort, it seems reasonable that the combined tally be regard-
ed as a rough proxy for the number of non-breeding swifts occupying monitored roosts during the nesting season.   

There are a number of possibilities for the make up of this significant number of non-breeders.  Some may be 
one-year-olds not yet ready to take on nests of their own.  Some may be mature adults who returned from the south with 
reduced fitness or whose fitness levels deteriorated after arrival due to poor early season foraging.  For swifts, nesting is 
a prolonged and enormously energy-demanding activity.  Whatever the actual reasons, many of the non-breeding swifts 
occupying communal roosts from mid-June through July at some point may have decided to give  nesting a pass in 2022. 

 

Swifts coming in to roost at Smith Fruit.  
(photo by David Wake) 
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As suggested earlier, cold wet weather in May may have caused substantial delay in the build-up of populations 
of airborne insects.  Weather may have been a factor in the unduly late peak in the combined tally of roosting swifts dur-
ing spring migration.  Insects, such as mosquitoes, butterflies and dragonflies, were notably scarce or absent in the Lon-
don area in May.  Even during June and July, they continued to be found in very low numbers and were often very 
patchily distributed.  If other insect groups were experiencing similarly depressed numbers and reduced distribution, it 
could be that swifts were facing significant food scarcity throughout the entire nesting season.  If this were the case, 
many swifts may have been focussing on acquiring enough food to sustain themselves instead of investing in nesting. 

During the nesting season, communal roosts of non-breeders may serve as sources of potential helpers for swift 
pairs that are actively nesting (one nest per chimney). In London, in most years, young swifts hatch in late June or early 
July.  At that point, the workload for swift parents increases dramatically, as quantities of insects must be captured and 
delivered to growing nestlings.  At this time parents could benefit from helpers to assist in bringing home food.   

To coincide with hatching, a drop in swift numbers at communal roosts in late June or early July might be ex-
pected.  This would occur if some swifts were leaving roosts and moving to nest chimneys to assist with raising young 
(usually not more than one or two helpers per nest).    

In 2022, however, no such decrease was detected.  Instead, between mid-June and the end of July, the combined 
tally grew steadily.  In fact, the biggest week-over-week increase in the tally was recorded during the first week of July 
(around or just after the usual peak time of hatching).  This suggests that, at that time, more swifts may have been aban-
doning nesting attempts to join communal roosts than there were swifts leaving roosts to help at recently hatched nests.  
During the remainder of July, numbers continued to increase at communal roosts, which is to be expected since, as time 
passes, more nests have the opportunity to fail and be abandoned.  

Numbers of swifts using communal roosts during the core nesting season are available for 2019 and 2021 (but 
not for 2020, due to COVID).  In 2019, the combined tally was lowest during the last two weeks of June and the first 
week of July, increasing in the second week of July.  In 2021, the combined tally bottomed out in the first week of July, 
followed by a sharp increase the second week of July.  These patterns suggest there may have been some transfer of 
swifts from roosts to nest chimneys in late June and early July of 2019 and 2021 to coincide with hatching.  Those years, 
it was not until the end of June or later that numbers at roosts began increasing, possibly due to nest failures (28 to 30 
days pass between hatching and fledging from the chimney).   

From June 15 to July 31, the average of the combined nightly tallies for the same 13 chimneys was higher in 
2022 (441, range 335-508, six dates) than it was in 2021 (363, range 301-415, seven dates) and in 2019 (354, range 284-
451, seven dates).  See Figure 3.  This suggests there may have been more non-breeding swifts in London during the 
nesting season in 2022 than in 2019 and 2021.  

A number of factors may contribute to the variation in numbers of non-breeders present during the nesting sea-
son in different years.  Conditions on the wintering grounds and along migration routes likely play an important role in 
determining the fitness of individual swifts at the time of arrival in London.  Weather in May and/or early June may in-
fluence the quality and quantity of locally available food.  If foraging is poor after swifts arrive, they may delay initia-
tion of nesting activity or decide not to nest at all that year, in favour of rebuilding their own health.   

Heavy rainfalls after nests have been constructed may wash out nests and cause chimneys to be abandoned.  If 
food supplies are poor throughout the nesting season, adults may give up on nesting attempts at whatever point they feel 
no longer able to provide enough food for both 
themselves and their offspring.  Hatching is a 
particularly critical point, when adults switch 
from feeding just themselves to feeding young 
as well.  Of course, not all swifts that terminate 
a nesting attempt immediately abandon their 
nest chimney and join a communal roost.  Some 
may continue to occupy the nest chimney over-
night for many weeks.   

  The 13 (or 18) chimneys are not a 
closed system and swifts are known to move 
about among roost chimneys to varying extents 
from season to season and year to year.  This 
means it is entirely possible that, at times, some 
swifts may be roosting in chimneys that are not 
known to us.   At monitored roost chimneys, 
numbers of swifts fluctuate from week to week 
during June and July.  This suggests there may 
also be considerable movement of swifts among 
known roosts.  It is also possible that, to varying 
degrees, a member of an actively breeding pair 
or a helper at a nest may spend some nights in a 
communal roost instead of in a nest chimney. 

 

Figure 3. Combined nightly tallies for the 13 chimneys during the core 
summer nesting period (June 15 to July 31) in 2019, 2021 and 2022. 
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5.2  Nesting Activity at the 18 Targeted Chimneys (May to August) 
 

When swifts return to London in the spring, some initially gather in communal roosts, while others may go di-
rectly to the chimney in which they plan to nest.  Individuals that have nested together as a pair are likely to return to the 
same chimney to nest the next year, though one may return earlier than the other.  Swifts that are seeking a new chimney 
may spend a number of days visiting chimneys before deciding on a chimney in which to settle.  If the weather is cold 
and wet in May (as it was in 2022), swifts may prefer to spend more time foraging and postpone nesting activities until 
conditions are more favourable. 

            Migration takes place over a number of weeks 
and some swifts may return several weeks earlier than 
others.  This means some chimneys are occupied before 
others.   If only a few swifts are spending the night in a 
chimney, they may either be prospecting for a nest site or 
have already claimed that chimney.  If there is a commu-
nal roost in a chimney, it can be more difficult to deter-
mine whether a nesting pair is taking up residence.  
            Some level of nesting-related activity occurs dur-
ing the entire spring migration period, with the possible 
exception of the first few days after swifts are first sight-
ed in the spring (but, even then, courtship is often ob-
served).  In London, it is thought the last two weeks of 
May and the first week of June may be the main time 
period during which swifts initiate nesting, though indi-
vidual pairs may start earlier or later.  Due to prolonged 
stretches of inclement weather in May, nest initiation 
may have been delayed somewhat in 2022, though by 
how much is not known.  

In 2022, on the first (very cold) monitoring night (May 4), 12 of 18 chimneys hosted swifts, though only one 
qualified as a roost.  Swifts in the other 11 chimneys may have had nesting in mind.  On the second night (May 10), all 
but two chimneys held swifts.  These two were also empty the third night (May 17) but occupied the fourth night (May 
25).  During May and early June, sometimes a chimney seemed to be empty for a night after having had a few swifts the 
previous monitoring visit.  This suggests swifts may still have been prospecting chimneys or had retired early for the 
night or had selected and settled into a chimney but had not yet begun to seriously invest in nesting activity. 

Inconsistent overnight occupancy early in the year can make it difficult to interpret nesting activity.  In May and 
early June, the Nature London protocol primarily involves one hour of dusk-time monitoring every four or seven days to 
confirm occupancy (30 minutes before sunset to 30 minutes after).  Especially during the early part of such sessions, 
patterns of entries and exits are sometimes observed that indicate nesting.  Daytime visits or longer evening visits are a 
more reliable means of determining swift residence and stage of nesting.   

Early in the season, when nests are being constructed, there may be frequent but unpredictable numbers of en-
tries and exits at a chimney.  During the three-week incubation stage, it is harder to detect swift occupancy; swifts are 
much quieter and less visible around a nest chimney, with only an occasional quick entry followed shortly thereafter by 
an equally quick exit and departure from the area.  During the four weeks after hatching, paired entries-then-exits be-
come more frequent, as food is being delivered to 
nestlings inside the chimney. 

Chimneys that consistently host very small 
numbers of swifts (often four or fewer) overnight 
during June and July are generally thought to be as-
sociated with nesting activity.   

During the nesting season, day visits or early 
evening visits of 1.5 to 2 hours were occasionally 
made to selected chimneys among the 18 to obtain a 
better picture of nesting status.  Daytime visits main-
ly took place at FSA, because more data can be ob-
tained in a given amount of time when several chim-
neys can be observed at once.   

Photography can sometimes be useful for 
detecting onset of nesting activity.  Upon later exam-
ination, one photo showed a swift carrying a twig, an 
indication that nest construction was underway.  The 
swift and the twig were too small and moving too 
quickly to be noticed by an observer on the ground.  

 

A swift carrying a small twig, at First-St. Andrew’s Church, May 29, 2022.  
(photo by David Wake) 

 

Two courting swifts flying about together occasionally raise their 
wings in a shallow V and glide briefly.  (photo by David Wake)  
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The 2021 end-of-season report noted that no swift activity was detected at 13 chimneys during half a dozen 
evening monitoring sessions from late June through July. This lack of attendance was observed at four different chim-
neys thought likely to be occupied by nesting swifts and where probable nesting activity was subsequently seen.  The 
report indicated that such overnight absenteeism had only rarely been observed in previous years.  

In 2022, from early June to late July, at different chimneys on different nights, on many occasions, monitors 
failed to detect any swifts overnighting in a chimney thought likely to be hosting a nesting attempt.  On all but one moni-
toring evening, at least one chimney held no swifts for the night.  The highest rate of absenteeism was noted on July 12 
and 19, when seven chimneys held no swifts.  Yet all chimneys held swifts on subsequent nights.  Usually the last half of 
July is a time when rapidly growing youngsters receive the highest number of food deliveries, which makes it easier to 
confirm nesting activity during a regular monitoring session.  Most years fledging occurs in late July or early August. 

Here are some possible explanations for the seemingly lower rate of evening chimney attendance during the sec-
ond half of July 2022.  Poor weather may have caused some swifts to retire early for the night.  One member of a pair 
might have retired early while the other spent the night at a different chimney.  Swifts that were giving up on their nest-
ing effort may have been visiting nests less frequently.  It is also possible some swift pairs had significantly delayed the 
initiation of nesting or were working on a second nesting attempt.  In such cases, if incubation was underway, swifts 
would not yet be making the frequent visits typical while feeding growing youngsters.  

To summarize: at some chimneys, over a number of weeks, monitors detected relatively little and inconsistent 
activity (entries and exits) indicative of nesting.  Perhaps there are more swifts than we realize that are occupying chim-
neys during much of the nesting season as ones or two or threes or fours, without there actually being a nest.  Reduced 
evening or overnight chimney attendance was also observed in 2021, but to a lesser extent, and was considered rare in 
years previous to 2021.  

Throughout the whole 2022 nesting season, observations made during evening monitoring sessions (including 
some that ran to 1.5 or 2 hours or more) often delivered ambiguous or inconsistent results as to the stage of nesting activ-
ity.  This may have been in part due to the inherent insufficiency of the protocol for documenting nesting (one hour at 
dusk, once a week).  It may also have been related to actual behaviours observed (i.e., reduced frequency of in/out visits 
indicative of incubation exchanges or food deliveries).  

Lower-than-expected attendance at nest chimneys suggests swifts may have been experiencing difficulties.  The 
cold wet month of May and relatively hot dry weather during much of June and July may have suppressed food produc-
tion.  Certainly, anecdotal evidence indicated few insects of any species were around.  Insect scarcity from May through 
July may have caused problems for adult swifts trying to adequately feed themselves and their families.  Severe thunder-
storms at intervals may have washed out some nests.  Longer than expected gaps between food deliveries may have been 
a sign that a nest was gradually failing and/or that food was hard to come by.  

Observations of nesting activity well into August imply some swifts delayed initiating nesting or had a first at-
tempt fail and made a second try.  At FSA-SE, reduced activity during late July and early August suggested nest failure, 
though some adult presence continued.  Then in mid-August, it was discovered young were being fed in this chimney, 
and two weeks later a fledged youngster was seen.  Also in mid-August, at FSA-N, an adult was seen mentoring a young 
swift developing its skills at entering the chimney.  Although it can’t be proven that either young bird had been hatched 
in the particular chimney, it seems likely.  

These two FSA examples of very late nests being successful encouraged a more careful review of data from late 
July through August.  At several other chimneys, minimal, inconsistent or ambiguous swift activity had been reported 
over several weeks in July and August, leading to the earlier conclusion of unsuccessful nesting outcomes. In some cas-
es, what might have been paired in/out visits to deliver food were mixed among entries by additional swifts, whose num-
bers increased at some chimneys as fall migration progressed.  Even before such increases got underway, many chim-
neys often had more than the expected two or three swifts (pair plus a helper) spending the night inside.   

 

  Left: A swift approaches the 
SE chimney at First-St. An-
drew’s Church to deliver 
food to nestlings inside.  It 
appears the bird’s throat is 
so distended by its load of 
insects that its head seems 
to be one large lump.  This 
is visible in a photo but, due 
to the speed of the entering 
swift, was not visible to an 
observer on the ground. 
 

Right: Soon after, a swift 
emerges from the chimney.  
Its load disgorged, the bird’s 
throat has resumed its nor-
mal shape. 
 

August 18, 2022. 
(photos by Glenn Berry)  
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Caution was required in interpreting the meaning of entries and exits, some of which were more obviously 
paired than others.  Swifts might be delivering food to late nests, or newly arrived migrants might be making quick in/
out checks of unfamiliar chimneys before deciding to stay the night.  

A review of data showed that, in addition to fledging at FSA-SE and FSA-N, six other chimneys hosted nests 
that seemed to persist until at least a few weeks after hatching.  Feeding at Elborn was observed in July and at Smith 
Fruit in July and into early August.  It seems quite possible that swifts fledged from these nests.  The other four chim-
neys – South Collegiate, FSA-S and Kingsway-N and S – were active well into August, suggesting they were late-
initiated nests or second attempts.  It is possible that some of the nests in these four chimneys may have been successful. 

See Table 3 for assessments of possible nesting outcomes for all 18 chimneys monitored in 2022.  At 10 of 
these, either no nest was initiated at all or there was clearly a failure.  Sometimes two or three swifts occupied a chimney 
for the whole season without any real evidence that nesting was undertaken (e.g., Labatt’s and Old North).     

 

 

Chimney Comments 

South Collegiate Possible nesting late May/early Jun; possible 2nd try late Jun/early Jul; inconsistent presence Jul; slight possibil-
ity of feeding late Jul/Aug; growing roost confused interpretation; extra entries mixed with possible food deliveries  

King’s College—
Wemple 

No sign of possible nesting activity at any time from May through nesting season (roost present concurrently).  

Labatt’s Garage/
Warehouse 

Pair seemed to be occupying chimney from early May through Jul, but no real evidence of nesting.  

Smith Fruit Pair present and signs of nesting through May & Jun; probable food deliveries mid-Jul to early Aug as roost size 
increased; interpretation confused by mingling of multiple entries by additional swifts.  

Phoenix Building Pair apparently present late May through Jun, but nesting effort seems to have petered out by early Jul.  

Old North School 
(formerly Ryerson) 

Pair seemed to be occupying chimney from early May well into Jul but no indication of nesting activity.  

First-St. Andrew’s-
SE 

Occupied by mid-May; seemed to be feeding young by late Jun; effort tapered off several days later.  Reduced 
activity during late Jul & early Aug suggested nest failure, but some adult presence continued.  Evening of Aug 
16, 7 paired in/out visits in 40 mins as adults shuttled insects from nearby low-flying swarm into chimney.  Aug 29 
& 30, youngster practising entries; feeding visits also observed Aug 30.  Likely at least 1 young fledged.  

First-St. Andrew’s-
NE 

Pair present from early May; indications of incubation by mid-Jun.  By early Jul, probable feeding; thereafter no 
daytime or overnight use of chimney detected.  

First-St. Andrew’s-
N 

Pair present by mid-May, nest building by late May; probable feeding Jul 20 to Au 14.  Morning of Aug 15 adult 
mentoring young in practising chimney entries.  Presence of roost from late Jul complicated interpretation of 
nesting activity.  Likely at least one young fledged.  

First-St. Andrew’s-
S 

First occupied early May; may have been incubating by mid-Jun; inconsistent evidence of possible feeding late 
Jul to mid-Aug.  Aug 23, jump to 7 swifts in for night; might indicate recent fledging or spillover from nearby roost 
of 168 swifts at FSA-N.   

Elborn College Presence of extra swifts through nesting season makes interpretation challenging.  Pair present by mid-May, with 
nesting activity through Jun; probable feeding by second week of Jul to end of month.  Outcome unclear but 
some fledging possible.  

Hunt’s warehouse Due to short squat shape and location six stories above ground level, this is our most difficult chimney to monitor 
for nesting activity.  Some indications of pair in area & some possible nest-site prospecting mid-May to mid-June, 
but no real evidence nesting attempt was initiated.   

Huron College During May, Jun & Jul, very occasional early entry or quick in/out observed, but no sign nest was ever initiated.  

Kingsway-N 

 

Late May to late Jun, pair seemed present, possibly indicating nesting attempt, but seemed to peter out through 
Jul.  Multiple frequent evening entries and exits some evenings in Aug might be food deliveries with assistance of 
helper(s) (mosquito numbers picked up here in Aug), but also could be migrants previewing accommodations.   

Kingsway-S By late May seemed to be pair present; nest attendance petered out through Jul.  Some evening entries and 
exits in Aug might be food deliveries with assistance of helper (mosquito numbers picked up here in Aug), but 
also possibly migrants previewing accommodations.  

388 Dundas St From late May on, some very intermittent possible nesting activity but petered out by late Jun.  

423 Colborne St Limited intermittent overnight use from late May through Jul, but no evidence of a viable nesting attempt.  

ICORR Small numbers of swifts intermittently spent night in chimney from May to Aug, but no sign of nesting activity.   

Table 3.  Summary of possible nesting activity at 18 monitored chimneys, May to August, 2022.  
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It was a general characteristic of the 2022 monitoring season that detection of nesting activity was frequently 
difficult, with inconsistency in expected behaviours being more the norm than the exception.  Presence of a communal 
roost or small numbers of extra swifts were also impediments to obtaining a clear picture of nesting stages. 

Early evening thunderstorms or rain on several monitoring dates may have influenced swift behaviour and made 
it harder to pick up nesting activity at crucial times.  At some chimneys (especially very high and/or very wide ones) it 
was challenging (or impossible) to see all exits associated with nesting.  These are usually made horizontally, with the 
swift just clearing the rim and often heading directly away from the observer.  Data at such chimneys are more likely to 
give an incomplete picture of entries and exits,  

Our weekly one-hour evening monitoring protocol proved inadequate to give a very accurate picture of nesting 
activity at chimneys.  Occasional daytime monitoring visits or evening monitoring that started one hour or more before 
sunset provided more insight but were not carried out very often and not at most sites.    

For two years running, FSA chimneys seemed to have greater success than other London locations. In 2021, two 
FSA chimneys were thought to be the only two in the sample of 13 to have fledged young.  At least two and possibly 
three FSA chimneys were successful in 2022.  There is also the possibility that one or both of the Kingsway chimneys 
might have been successful in 2022.  Swifts are very social birds, often foraging and chattering in small flocks.  Perhaps 
there is some benefit to nesting swifts to have close neighbours (i.e., chimneys on the same building). 

The cursory interpretation of fledging at two chimneys and varying degrees of possibility at six others is proba-
bly as good as we can manage with our current monitoring protocol (it would require an enormous amount of additional 
time to achieve more).  Though we can identify active nesting with reasonable accuracy, there is no guarantee any par-
ticular nest in which young have hatched and are being fed will be successful.  Much can happen in four weeks. 

Unlike in most years, when successful nests tend to fledge in late July or early August, in 2022, it appears that 
successful fledging was more likely to occur in mid-August or later.  This suggests that poor conditions in the early part 
of the season and perhaps later may have caused a significant delay in nesting and fledging.  It is not known how well 
late-fledged swifts fare during migration compared to those that fledged some weeks earlier. 

 
6.0 Monitoring for Occupancy, including Possible Nesting or Roosting Activity at 31 Additional Chimneys in 
London and at 3 Out-of-town Locations 
 

6.1 Chimneys in London 
 

Since 2003, the Nature London Chimney Swift Initiative has been keeping a list of chimneys in the city that 
swifts have been found to be using.  Undoubtedly, there are many additional chimneys occupied by swifts that have not 
yet come to the attention of Nature London.  At its peak, the cumulative Nature London list consisted of more than 180 
chimneys.  Over the years, the list has dropped to about 120.  This is mainly due to the ongoing loss of known swift 
chimneys to demolition and capping.  Also, it has been a number of years since Nature London mounted a concerted 
effort to identify more chimneys used by swifts for addition to the list. 

Nature London’s monitoring program focusses primarily on weekly data collection at a set of known swift chim-
neys.  In 2022, 18 chimneys were monitored, including some that have been tracked for many years.  As well, every few 
years, Nature London attempts to revisit other chimneys on its master list to document their current status and usage by 
swifts.  Unless a chimney is specifically being checked for spring or fall roosting, most visits are made between early 
June and early August.  This is the prime period for identification of nesting activity, the main use of most chimneys on 
the list.  During 2020 and 2021, with COVID restrictions in place, fewer-than-usual visits to these other chimneys were 

possible.  At each chimney visited, Nature London’s regular evening monitoring pro-
tocol was carried out and the data were later deposited in the provincial Chimney 
Swift database managed by Ontario SwiftWatch. 
            In the late winter of 2022, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) 
released the draft of a Recovery Strategy for the Chimney Swift.  It included the loca-
tions of 54 London chimneys that it planned to designate as critical habitat for the spe-
cies.  (All had originally been identified as swift chimneys by volunteers with Nature 
London.)  The proposed designations were based on swift usage in 2017 or earlier, as 
found in the Ontario SwiftWatch database.   
            For 2022, Nature London decided to make it a priority to update data for chim-
neys on the ECCC list that had not been checked recently.  Three of the chimneys on 
the ECCC list had been capped and one demolished.  Of the remaining 50, 14 are 
chimneys that Nature London monitors weekly.  That left 36 chimneys.  Three had 
been checked in 2020 and 12 in 2021, while 21 had last received visits in 2019 or ear-
lier.  In 2022, 18 of the 21 chimneys were checked before time ran out.   
            In 2022, Nature London also continued its agenda of revisiting chimneys on its 
own comprehensive, master list, giving priority to ones that had not been checked for 
several years.  To achieve as many rechecks as possible in 2022, very little time was 
devoted to seeking out new chimneys that had the look of possibly being suitable for 
swifts.  Only one such chimney was visited on spec; it was occupied by swifts. 

 

The chimney at Kensal Park 
School was occupied by swifts 
when checked in 2022.  (photo by 
Winifred Wake) 
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In total, over and above the regularly monitored 18 chimneys, 31 other 
London chimneys each received an evening monitoring visit in 2022.  Two 
chimneys were checked in May, six in June, 21 in July and two in August.  
Twenty-two chimneys had swifts when visited, while nine did not.  It is quite 
possible the chimneys found to be empty on the evening visited held swifts at 
other times during the 2022 swift season.  It is also possible swifts did not use 
them in 2022.    

In 2023, it is hoped to revisit more London swift chimneys (including 
those that appeared to be empty during the 2022 visit) to update their status.  
Unfortunately, as the years go by, issues such as safety, lack of access due to 
trespassing concerns, and adjacent developments and/or maturing foliage 
blocking the view of a chimney make it increasingly challenging to monitor 
some chimneys on Nature London’s master list of swift chimneys.   

 

6.2. Out-of-town Chimneys 
 

Although the Nature London Chimney Swift Initiative does not oper-
ate its monitoring program outside the city, in 2022, a few opportunities for 
some extra-territorial monitoring came up.  In early July, two chimneys in 
Ingersoll were monitored; both held swifts (including a roost at one site).   

In early September, a large roost in Mount Brydges was brought to 
our attention.  It was monitored seven times from September 4 to October 1.  
Its highest tally (516 swifts on September 4) was, in fact, larger than the high-
est tally for any individual chimney on the London monitoring roster in 2022.  
It also held swifts later in the season than any London chimney except 
Labatt’s.  A passerby at the Mt Brydges chimney on September 6 reported that 
swifts have been roosting in that chimney for decades. 

All data for these extra in-London and out-of-town chimneys have been deposited in the provincial database. 
 

7.0  Monitoring Fall Migration  (August 1 to early October) 
 

Even though considerable nesting activity extends into August, for the purposes of the following discussion, fall 
migration season for London swifts is considered to commence on August 1 and continue until the last swifts leave in 
late September or early October.  In actual fact, in 2022, numbers at local roosts had been slowly but steadily increasing 
since late June, in what might be construed as pre-migratory gatherings in advance of fall departure.  Through much of 
July, the majority of the swifts occupying roosts likely consisted of non-breeders, with their ranks gradually augmented 
by failed breeders abandoning their nest chimneys.  From late July onward, the increases probably also included recently 
fledged young, their parents, and migrants moving in from summering grounds farther north.  

Continuing on from the spring and summer monitoring program, 18 chimneys were checked weekly during the 
fall season. These included the subset of 13 that had been monitored in the fall for several years previously, including 
during the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021.  The combined tally for each count during fall migration is believed to 
consist largely of migrants, increasingly so as the season progresses.  Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing when 
local swifts leave or the extent to which fall migrants move around among chimneys while staying in London.   

As swifts hurry northward to summer breeding grounds, spring migration tends to be compressed into fewer 
weeks than fall migration, which is a more leisurely affair.  Spring flocks are smaller than fall ones because they do not 
include the added numbers provided by fledged young of the year.  In local roosts, there is usually a noticeable uptick in 
numbers in late July and early August, and a general tapering off from mid-September onward into early October.  It is 
not known how long individual swifts from out of town spend in London roosts on their way south, but the duration of 
stay is likely influenced at least in part by weather and food supply.   

Nature London considers the combined tally of swifts simultaneously spending nights in 18 chimneys to be an 
indicator of changing numbers of swifts in the city during the period of fall migration.  Sometimes distinct troughs and 
peaks in numbers are noticed, to a considerable extent likely due to waves of swifts passing through town.  Some waves 
can be identified by a careful examination of Table 2 on page 5.  

In 2022, peaks were generally lower and the differences between troughs and peaks less pronounced than in 
some previous years.  In late August and early September, the usual time of peak fall numbers, the combined tally at 18 
chimneys maintained a plateau at a relatively low level (approximately 900 birds) for three counts in a row.   

In addition to regular weekly monitoring at the 18 chimneys, extra between-Tuesday visits were made to several 
of these chimneys in late August and early September.  These closely tracked changing roost numbers at selected sites 
and helped zero in on the best location for releasing hand-reared swifts from wildlife rehab centres.  After mid-
September, extra visits were also made to still-occupied chimneys to follow the departure of the last swifts from London.  

It is always a guessing game to try to predict which chimney will host the biggest roost each fall, how long large 
numbers will be maintained, which chimney will be the last to harbour swifts for the season, and what will be the last 
date of swift occupancy of a London chimney. 

 

Swifts entering the chimney at Melnik 
Resources in Mount Brydges.  (photo by 
David Wake)  
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            In London in 2022, the same chimneys – King’s, Phoe-

nix, Hunt’s and Huron – that held good-sized roosts during 
spring migration persisted as summer roosts through the re-
mainder of June until the end of July. The small spring roost at 
Smith Fruit continued as a smallish roost during July.  Predicta-
bility from one season to the next ended there, however.  
King’s and Hunt’s maintained roosts for half or all of August, 
while Phoenix emptied around the end of July and Huron about 
a week later.  Meanwhile Smith Fruit steadily grew in numbers 
from late July, recorded the highest single night tally of any 
city roost in 2002 (479 on August 25), then declined abruptly 
after mid-September.  
            As August got underway, so did roosts at three chim-
neys that had not hosted roosts during the spring and summer.  
South held a medium-sized roost through August and well into 
September.  Labatt’s began increasing in early August and con-
tinued to hold significant numbers of swifts through Septem-
ber, being the last occupied roost in the city.  First-St. An-
drew’s-North harboured a good-sized roost for four count 
nights in August, and 388 Dundas for four weeks beginning in 
late August.    
            As illustrated above, there are usually more active 
roosts during fall than spring migration.  In 2022, spring migra-
tion featured four roosts plus a small one, but there were seven 
good-sized roosts in use for at least three weeks each during 

fall migration (though only one – Labatt’s – was occupied for 
pretty well all of August and September).   

It is noteworthy that a major spring and summer roost (Phoenix) was not used as a roost during fall migration at 
all.  Conversely, Labatt’s, which had essentially been empty from May through July, held a large roost in August and 
September and was the only significant roost occupied after mid-September.  Two additional roosts, FSA-N and 388 
Dundas, which had not held roosts earlier in the season and which are about a block apart, each hosted a fall roost for 
about a month.  It  would be interesting to know who the bulk of the swifts were in these two relatively late-in-forming, 
relatively short-term fall roosts.  Are they migrants from out of town that sequentially arrived and more or less stuck 
with a single roost site until individuals or sub-groups decided to head south?  Or, were they mostly made up of swifts 
that were moving around among roosts from night to night, after arriving in the city?  Or, did they include a component 
of swifts that had spent the breeding season in London? 

At the end of the season, roosts in monitored chimneys tend to be abandoned one by one until all remaining 
swifts are overnighting in just one chimney.  In 2022, this chimney was Labatt’s and the consolidation happened about a 
week later than it often does in other years.  September 22 was the last night that any other London roost chimney was 
known to be occupied.  Labatt’s was last occupied on October 5. 

Three new roosts were discovered in August and September of 2021.  Of these, only one – 388 Dundas – hosted 
a fall roost in 2022.  There may be other, intermittently occupied roosts in London that we have not yet discovered, espe-
cially ones that are not occupied during fall migration every year. 

Some chimneys hold a handful of swifts (usually under 10) right through August and often continuing well into 
September, long after any nesting activity would have ceased and much later in the season than some large roosts host 
swifts.  Examples are Old North School and Elborn College.  Who the swifts are who occupy these chimneys in such 
small numbers is a mystery.  Are some of them birds who resided in these chimneys all summer?  Or is there a regular 
turnover?  Birds entering such chimneys often drop directly in, suggesting they are familiar with the shaft, but some cir-
cle first.  What draws swifts to these sparsely occupied chimneys instead of moving on to larger roosts?   

Another mystery is what causes numbers at some fall roosts to gradually taper off as the season progresses, 
while other roosts are vacated abruptly.  One possible reason for sudden abandonment might be a Merlin hanging around 
a particular chimney as swifts come in to roost.  In 2020, at First-St. Andrew’s-North, the until-then active roost was not 
occupied overnight on an evening a Merlin was perched close by and regularly flying close to the chimney.  Although 
swifts repeatedly gathered and swirled above the chimney, as if to enter, they dispersed at each pass of the Merlin and 
eventually went elsewhere.  They did not return to the FSA-N roost on subsequent nights.   

The presence of a Merlin, however, does not always deter swifts from using a roost.  For example, in 2022, at 
Smith Fruit on August 27, the roost continued to hold good numbers of swifts for a few weeks after a Merlin was ob-
served hunting around the chimney at dusk.  And, at Labatt’s on September 30, the already declining roost was occupied 
for another five nights after a Merlin took a swift.  Perhaps swifts are more vulnerable to Merlin predation where multi-
ple perches are located close to the chimney (e.g., FSA), instead of in more open situations such as around Smith Fruit.   

 

Swifts entering the roost at First-St. Andrew’s-North.  No 
matter what posture swifts are using when approaching a 
chimney, in the instants just before or after entry, they 
must adopt a head-up-tail-down alignment.  Such a posi-
tion enables them to grasp the inner wall of the chimney 
with their feet and to perch vertically, in the manner of a 
woodpecker.  (photo by David Wake) 
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8.0 Comparing 2022 Combined Tally Monitoring Results with Previous Years 
 

For several years, Nature London has carried out weekly monitoring at 13 (and more recently 18) chimneys from 
May until the swifts leave in the fall.  Although COVID delayed the start of monitoring until mid-July in 2020 and mid-
June in 2021, some year-over-year comparisons are possible.   

All counts are, in 
essence, estimates, and can 
be affected by weather, indi-
vidual monitors, how many 
swifts are entering a chim-
ney in a compressed time 
period, and other factors.  
Significant numbers of 
swifts may also be occupy-
ing other London chimneys 
not included in the counts.  
Though caution is advised 
in treating numbers as indi-
cators of actual swift popu-
lations or trends, the com-
bined tally of all swifts 
counted each week provides 
some idea of the changes in 
numbers of swifts present in 
London throughout the sea-
son.   

Because data for 18 
chimneys have been collect-
ed only since the fall of 
2021, for the purposes of 
comparison, only 13 chim-
neys are considered.  See Figure 4 for the combined tally for these chimneys from 2018 to 2022.  Unfortunately com-
plete spring-to-fall data are available only for 2019 and 2022.  In the spring of 2022, numbers at roosts were noticeably 
slower to increase during the month of May, and peaked at a lower level and about three weeks later than in 2019.  The 
2022 spring peak was also three weeks later than the spring peak in 2018 for 11 chimneys. This suggests spring migra-
tion was somewhat delayed in 2022.   

During the core nesting period (mid-June to end of July), numbers at monitored chimneys (mostly consisting of 
non-breeders) began increasing earlier and were noticeably higher in 2022 than in 2019 (orange) and 2021 (yellow).  The 
average combined tally per night during the core nesting period was 2019: 354, 2021=363 and 2022=450.  This suggests 
there were higher numbers of London swifts not actively breeding during the core nesting season of 2022 compared to 
the other two years.  Though it is believed that some swifts do not first breed until they are two years old and that some-
times some one-year-olds (and maybe others) serve as helpers to actively breeding pairs, it is not known why such a high 
proportion of London swifts is not breeding each year.   

Of the five years of fall data (August to early October), 2022 had the lowest peak combined tally, though it was 
not very much lower than the peaks in 2019 and 2021.  Though there was slight overlap, peaks in 2019 and 2021 tended 
to come slightly earlier than in 2022.  In contrast, peaks in 2018 and 2022 were much higher than the other three and oc-
curred later.  Compared to the other four years, the combined tally in the fall of 2022 did not exhibit sharp changes from 
week to week, decreased more gradually and maintained higher numbers later in the season.  In three of the five years, 
the last day of known roost occupancy was in October:  2018 (Oct 9), 2019 (Oct 2), and 2022 (Oct 5).  For two of the 
years, the last day of known occupancy was in September: 2020 (Sep 27) and 2021 (Sep 28). 

Others have proposed that, in years that swifts have generally had poor nesting success, numbers in fall roosts 
tend to peak lower and earlier but, in years that swifts have good nesting success, they migrate later and peak at higher 
numbers.  The reasoning is that swifts that have had nest failure are free to head south sooner because they do not have 
to wait for young to mature.  And, if there has been a high rate of nest failure, there are fewer swifts to swell the numbers 
at roosts.  It is assumed that what happens in London in a particular year may also apply to many other Ontario locations. 

Data from the 2022 fall migration period can be considered in the light of the above theory (see light blue line in 
Figure 4).  Three observations may be pertinent.  1) The 2022 fall peak is the lowest of the five years.  2) The 2022 peak 
plateaus for a couple of weeks much lower and generally earlier than in 2018 and 2020.  3) Numbers in 2022 tended to 
decline from peak levels more gradually than in most other years.    

In 2022, monitoring data in London appear to show generally delayed spring nesting, a number of early nest fail-
ures and an unusually high number of nests in which youngsters were being fed well into August.  The blue line may 
reflect fewer and later successful nests and the need to wait for young from these to be ready to fly south. 

 

Figure 4. Combined nightly tallies for 13 London chimneys during weekly monitoring early 
May to early October (where available), 2018 to 2022. 
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            Comparisons can be 
made between data collected 
in the past six years (2017 to 
2022) and in an earlier five-
year period (2003 to 2007), 
when Nature London operat-
ed a very active monitoring 
program, especially during 
fall migration.  See Figure 5. 
            Monitoring efforts for 
the first few years of the early 
time period (2003 to 2007) 
concentrated on the last half 
of September and early Octo-
ber.  In recent times, it has 
been much more difficult to 
find active roosts in  the 
fourth week of September 
and later.  Therefore, the 
third week of September has 
been chosen for comparison. 
            In 2003, Nature Lon-
don was in the very begin-
ning stages of searching for 
roosts, and only two were 
discovered that fall.  Over the 

next several years, more effort was put into finding and monitoring additional occupied fall roost chimneys. 
In 2017 only one roost was monitored because no other still-occupied roosts could be located. At least three oth-

er chimneys with a history of holding fall roosts had been checked previously but were already empty for the season.   
Ten known roost chimneys were monitored in the fall of 2018, but only seven were still active as the third week 

of September approached.  Of these just three held swifts when monitored during the third week of September.  Similar-
ly, in 2019, 2020 and 2021, despite concerted monitoring coverage in early September, few active roosts could be locat-
ed by the third week of the month and any that were active held very few swifts.  In 2022, 10 roosts held swifts during at 
least one week in August.  Once again, however, few roosts were hosting swifts when the third week of September 
rolled around, though a single roost continued to hold good numbers.  In 2022, during August and September, no at-
tempts were made to try to find new/additional occupied roost chimneys in London.  It is possible migrating swifts were 
also using roosts that we were not aware of. 

In comparing the two sets of data collected before and after a 10-
year gap, several things should be noted.  Not all counts were done on the 
same night within a particular year, but all were done within the same 
week.  In some, but not all, cases, the same chimneys were monitored in 
the first five-year period as in the second six-year one.  Unfortunately, a 
number of chimneys were capped or demolished between the two periods.  
Since some chimneys host roosts only every few years and/or for relatively 
short periods within a year, it is easy to miss discovering new, active 
roosts.  In 2021, one completely new-to-us roost was identified and two 
were rediscovered after a number of years of apparently not hosting a 
roost.  Due to very intermittent annual use of some roosts, a great deal of 
monitoring time would be required to determine when these actually are 
occupied as roosts.   

Despite significant limitations and inconsistencies in how the data 
were collected, Figure 5 appears to show earlier fall departure and fewer 
swifts spending nights in fewer roosts in the recent six years, compared to 
the five-year period that ended 15 years ago.  It is not known whether the 
difference can be attributed to random fluctuation or if there are underlying 
factors causing a true decrease in numbers of fall migrants and a decrease 
in the number of London chimneys occupied.  At present, the number of 
available chimneys does not seem to be limiting, as some known roost 
chimneys are not used by swifts every year.  In fact, there is some tenden-
cy for a chimney not to be used as a roost in the fall if it has been used for 
roosting in the spring and summer of that year, and vice versa.  

 

Figure 5. Total number of swifts tallied during monitoring visits to London swift roosts 2003 
to 2007 and 2017 to 2022.  Numbers above each bar indicate number of chimneys that held swifts 
out of number visited.  The double-headed arrow marks the 10-year gap between 2007 and 2017. 

 

Swift counts at the big chimney at Emco Delta 
(Dundas and Nightingale) formed part of the 
data that went into Figure 5.  The chimney was 
demolished in 2013. (photo by David Wake) 
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9.0  Summaries of Swift Activity at Each of the 18 Chimneys in 2022 and Comparisons with Previous Years 
 

This section considers the 18 chimneys individually.  Data from Tuesday-evening counts are presented in Table 
2 on page 5.  In the accounts below, additional information is incorporated from non-Tuesday night counts.  Due to limi-
tations of the software, the graphs depicting multiple year comparisons show general trends and not necessarily precise 
numbers and dates. 

Earlier sections of this report mainly discussed 2022 swift data grouped as combined tallies of weekly counts 
and according to season: spring migration (late April to June 14), summer nesting (June 15 to July 31) and fall migration 
(August 1 to early October).  In 2022, the Tuesday-evening monitoring schedule (including extra dates for the National 
Roost Monitoring Program in the spring) ran from early May to early October.  It consisted of approximately 24 visits to 
each of 18 chimneys and generated 411 data submissions.  Another 108 documented visits were made to the 18 chim-
neys for various reasons.  These included mentoring of new volunteers, daytime checks to confirm nesting activity, iden-
tification of the best release site for hand-reared swifts, and more frequent, then daily, visits to the last occupied chimney 
at the end of the season.  

 

9.1  South Collegiate, 371 Tecumseh Ave 
  

See Table 2 (page 5).  In total, 30 monitoring visits (22 regular, the rest supplementary) were made to South 
between May 4 and September 27.  Data from supplementary visits included May 5=9, May 5=12, Jul 9=6, Sep 18=80, 
Sep 22=6, Sep 25=0.  In May, South was a favourite location for mentoring sessions for new monitors.   

During spring migration, 12 monitoring visits were made.  The chimney was occupied by 8 swifts the first night 
and 22 a week later.  After that, counts ranged from 0 to 7.  From mid-June to the end of July, visits were made on 6 
nights.  Twice the chimney appeared to be empty; otherwise the highest tally was 6.  On 5 visits in August, counts in-
creased steadily from 9 to 41.   During 7 visits in September, the chimney was occupied the first 3 weeks, peaking at 98 
on September 13.  The last night swifts were observed using the chimney was September 22 (6 swifts).  In summary, in 
2022, South hosted a mini-roost for a few nights in the spring, held a handful of birds through most of June and July, and 
rose to become a good-sized roost through August to mid-September.  In 2021, on the other hand, counts peaked at 34 
during spring migration, mostly stayed in the teens from mid-June through July and dwindled rapidly in August.  

Figure 6 shows swift counts for South from May to September in 2019 and 2022, two years for which there are 
complete sets of spring-to-fall data.  In 2019 South hosted a roost for extensive stretches of time in both spring (peak of 
77) and fall (peak of 167), in between dropping to a low of 6 at the end of June.  The graph illustrates how much varia-
bility there can be in swift numbers at South between years and seasons.  Compared to 2019, South had considerably 
less swift occupancy in 2022 and its fall peak was lower and later.  

See Table 3 (page 11) for summary of nesting activity.  One or two nesting attempts may have been made.  It is 
doubtful, though not impossible, that young may have fledged from a late nest; by then growing numbers of roosting 
swifts made it difficult to distinguish any possible food deliveries (no daytime visits were made). 

Several years ago there seemed to be a rule of thumb in place: in seasons Labatt’s held a roost, South did not, 
and vice versa.  That did not hold in 2022, as both hosted fall roosts at the same time and neither had a spring roost of 
any consequence.  On August 18, a dozen swifts flew off from South and did not return to roost; perhaps they went to 
Labatt’s, the nearest neighbouring roost.  

There were two nighthawk records in 
May and a few Merlin and American Kestrel 
sightings in May and June.  

 

Figure 6.  Numbers of swifts roosting in the chimney at South Colle-
giate from early May to late September, 2019 and 2022. 

 

A monitor awaiting the arrival of swifts at South Colle-
giate.  (photo by Winifred Wake) 
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9.2  King’s University College, Wemple Building, 266 Epworth Ave 
  

Of the total of 28 visits to King’s, most took place as regular moni-
toring sessions.  Table 2 (page 5) shows data for  these.  Supplementary vis-
its included Aug 24=134, Aug 25=208, Sep 1=75, Sep 2=40. 

Monitoring was carried out from May 5 to September 27.  Eight vis-
its were made during spring migration.  After the first count of 3 on May 5, 
tallies held relatively steady for the rest of the period, ranging from 37 to 74.  
During 7 counts from mid-June to late July, numbers fluctuated from 46 to 
81.  For the 13 visits in August and September, counts began to climb in ear-
ly August and varied from 131 to 208 during the remainder of the month.  
Numbers began dropping in the first week of September and the chimney 
was empty soon after.  To summarize: in 2022, King’s held a roost of about 
50 to 75 swifts during the spring and summer seasons and a roost that rose to 
more than 200 birds in the latter part of August, then dwindled in early Sep-
tember.  This is the largest summer or fall roost recorded at King’s since 
2016, when the count peaked at 758 on July 24.   

See Figure 7 for comparisons with 2017 and 2019 results.   From 
early May to mid-July, numbers were fairly similar in 2019 and 2022, with 

the chim-
ney host-
ing an average of about 50+ birds per count night.  In 
2019, numbers dropped quickly in mid-August and 
the chimney was essentially empty by the end of the 
month.   In 2022, the pattern was significantly differ-
ent: numbers increased through August, topping out 
at more than 200, then fell fairly abruptly in Septem-
ber.  Swift use of the King’s roost in 2017 saw a 
sharp spike to >250 during spring migration, lower 
numbers during the nesting season than in 2019 and 
2022, and a fall roost that peaked in early August, 
then emptied as the month progressed.   
            During 2021, the King’s chimney harboured 
noticeably fewer swifts in August than it did in 2022.  
This may have been related to the presence of a sig-
nificant roost at nearby Kingsway-N in August of 
2021.  Kingsway-N did not host an August roost in 

2022.   
            In 2022, there was 
no indication of any swift 
nesting activity during the 
nesting season from May 
through August.  In most 
past years King’s has not 
harboured a viable nesting 
attempt.  
            In 2022, the only 
reports of nighthawks at 
King’s came in during fall 
migration: Aug 16=1, Aug 
24=1, Aug 30=5, Sep 13=1. 
            As in past years, the 
Wemple Building was a 
reliable  place to see good 
numbers of nesting Barn 
Swallows.  They were last 
reported in mid-August. 
            Many other bird spe-
cies were seen, plus mam-
mals such as skunk, ground-
hog, raccoon, and coyote.  

 Figure 7.  Numbers of swifts roosting in the chimney of King’s College Wemple Building, 

 

 

In recent years the removal of a row of trees 
has improved visibility of the King’s chimney 
from the parking lot. (photo by David Wake) 

Sunset behind King’s on September 2, 2022.  (photo by David Wake) 
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9.3  Labatt’s Garage/Warehouse, 183 Simcoe St (across from 195 Grey St) 
  

During 2022, 46 monitoring visits were made to Labatt’s, the most of any London chimney this year.  Dates of 
visits ranged from May 3 to October 7.  Data for 24 regular visits are presented in Table 2 (page 5).  Supplementary vis-
its included May 3=0, Jul 11=4, Sep 10=216, Sep 12=225, Sep 17=317, Sep 19=319, Sep 21=236, Sep 22=200, Sep 
23=233, Sep 24=250, Sep 25=210, Sep 26=203, Sep 28=185, Sep 29=222, Sep 30=130, Oct 1=57, Oct 2=19, Oct 3=9, 
Oct 5=1, Oct 6=0, Oct 7=0.  See Figure 8. 

From the first official monitoring night on May 4, right through to the end of July, with the exception of one 
night (Jul 12=0), the chimney held from 1 to 
4 swifts, 2 being the most frequent number.  
From time to time, behaviour suggestive of a 
pair was observed.  Throughout this whole 
period, however, there was no evidence to 
indicate nesting activity.  At times, a few 
additional swifts were seen, sometimes 
heading in the direction of Phoenix. 

In early August, numbers began to 
climb, peaking at 329 on September 19, then 
declining over the next few weeks. During 
this period, nightly counts were instituted to 
track the emptying of the chimney for the 
year.  In the process, one anomaly appeared. 
On September 27, 24 swifts were seen enter-
ing for the night, in sharp contrast to 203 the 
day before and 185 the day after.  The 
weather was poor on September 27.  When 
the monitors arrived 50 mins before sunset, 
they soon observed swifts entering, well be-
fore the usual entry time for the time of year.  
It is thought that many more swifts may 
have been inside the chimney before the 
count commenced that evening.   

The Labatt’s chimney was the last known London chimney to be occupied in 2022 – 1 swift entered for the 
night on October 5.  One was seen by monitors on October 6, but it did not enter.  This is the latest known swift record 
for Middlesex County for 2022.   No other monitored chimney in London held swifts after September 22.     

Labatt’s has a long history of being one of the best (largest and most consistently used) roosting sites in London.  
There was no roost in the fall of 2016 or 2019, but substantial roosts were present in the fall of 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021 
and 2022.  The highest fall peak recorded was about 1400 swifts in 2018.  Of the five years since 2017 that Labatt’s 
hosted fall roosts, the peak count was lowest in 2022 (329).   

Labatt’s hosted substantial spring roosts in 2016, 2017 and 2019.  There were no spring roosts in 2018 and 2022, 
and probably not in 2020 and 2021 (though data were limited in these two years due to COVID).  The only year in 
which there was a substantial roost at Labatt’s in both 
spring and fall was 2017.  Figure 8 shows a much more 
typical pattern, in which Labatt’s tends not to harbour 
both spring and fall roosts in the same year.   

One nighthawk sighting was reported from 
Labatt’s in 2022 – a single bird on August 16.   

Merlin were observed in the vicinity of the chim-
ney on July 11, and on September 10 and 30.  Swifts 
chased the Merlin on the two September dates.  On the 
30th, the Merlin was persistent, at each pass causing the 
circling flock coming in to roost to repeatedly move up-
ward and delay entry.  Eventually, as the flock poured in 
in a very concentrated rush, the Merlin made off with 
one swift.  It is not known why, in the face of the threat 
from the Merlin, the swifts did not move to another 
chimney (South, Smith Fruit and Phoenix are within sev-
eral blocks).  (On September 1, 2020, when  about 20 
swifts at FSA-N were being harassed by a Merlin as they 
tried to enter for the night, all but 3 went elsewhere.)  

An American Woodcock flew by on May 10.  

 

Monitors at Labatt’s, September 19, 2022. (photo by Winifred Wake) 

 

Figure 8.  Numbers of swifts roosting in the chimney at Labatt’s ware-
house from early May to early October, 2019 and 2022. 
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9.4  Smith Fruit, 22 Maitland St 
  

The Smith Fruit Chimney was visited 31 times from May 4 to Septem-
ber 27.  For counts during 23 regular visits see Table 2 (page 5).  Eight  sup-
plementary visits were made: Aug 24=260, Aug 25=479, Aug 27=261, Aug 
31=247, Sep 1=250, Sep 2=477, Sep 9=153, Sep 17=1.  See Figure 9 for a 
graph of spring-to-fall data in 2022.   

A small roost of up to 30 swifts was present from May to mid-June.  
From mid-June to late July, from 8 to 22 swifts overnighted at Smith Fruit.  In 
late July, numbers began to increase, peaking at 479 on August 25, followed by 
a second peak of 477 on September 2, numbers having dropped to about 250 
swifts in between.  The chimney was vacated fairly abruptly after mid-
September.  It was last known to be occupied on September 13 (144 swifts), a 
week later than in 2021. 

Click here to see a 2-minute video by Glenn Berry of swifts entering 
Smith Fruit for the night: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7TkCT0Fw8M . 

Smith Fruit has been monitored every fall since 2004 and has always held a roost during at least some portion of 
August and September.  Fall roost numbers for four of the past six years are shown in Figure 10.  In 2022, there were 
two peaks (possibly representing two waves of 
swifts), about a week apart, in late August and ear-
ly September.  In a comparison of all four years, 
the second 2022 peak came later than peaks in the 
other three years.   

Smith Fruit rarely has significant numbers 
of swifts roosting in it during spring migration, 
especially in the month of May.  Since 2016, the 
exception is 2019, when numbers peaked at 104 on 
May 30.  Spring data are limited for 2020 and 
2021, but it is thought the chimney held few swifts.  

Most years Smith Fruit has low numbers 
during the core nesting season.  In 2017, 2018, 
2020 and 2022, tallies during this period were usu-
ally more than the 2 or 3 swifts expected at an ac-
tive nest chimney, but fewer than 10 (but in 2022, 
often 10 to 20).  In 2 years, however, roosts were 
present from mid-June to late July; in 2019 counts 
ranged from 17 to 75 and, in 2021, from 24 to 105. 

In 2022, swifts occupied the chimney, seemingly for nesting purposes, from early May right through to early 
August.  Unfortunately, the presence of extra swifts hanging around and overnighting in the chimney resulted in multiple 
pre-sunset entries and exits, often by several swifts at once. This made it difficult to sort out nesting-related in/out visits 
from others visits.  It is thought that food deliveries were being made from mid-July to early August, though attendance 
was somewhat inconsistent.  It is possible some youngsters fledged from Smith Fruit. 

In late August and early September, large numbers of roosting swifts, combined with open space nearby and a 
quiet location away from traffic made Smith Fruit the preferred site for the release of young swifts raised in wildlife re-

habilitation centres.  See pages 30 to 32 for details. 
            Nighthawks were observed twice, both during 
fall migration: 1 on August 27 and 2 on September 9.  
            On August 2, 9 and 27, a Merlin was screaming 
around the neighbourhood.  On August 9, a Merlin flew 
low over the chimney, but the swifts did not chase it.  On 
August 27, each time the Merlin flew past, the swirling 
flock of swifts above the chimney quickly dispersed, but 
reappeared soon after.  
            From spring to fall, numerous House Sparrows 
resided in the English Ivy growing on the wall of Smith 
Fruit.  Industrial noise from across the street and unre-
lenting chirping from the sparrows often made it hard to 
hear swifts.  An Osprey flew over on August 31.  
            At the end of August, a homeless encampment 
sprang up in the small parkette just south of Smith Fruit.  
Interactions between residents and monitors were few 
but cordial.  

 

Figure 9.  Numbers of swifts roosting at 
Smith Fruit from May to September, 2022. 

 

Figure 10.  Numbers of swifts roosting at Smith Fruit from mid-
July to late September, 2017, 2018, 2021 and 2022. 

 

Just visible as tiny black specks, swifts arrive and descend into the 

Smith Fruit chimney, September 2, 2022.  (photo by Glenn Berry) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7TkCT0Fw8M
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9.5  Phoenix Building, 300 Wellington St 
 

            In 2022, the Phoenix chimney was monitored 24 times during 22 reg-
ular and 2 supplementary visits (May 13=189, Jul 1=72).  See Table 2 (page 
5) and Figure 11.  Count dates ran from May 4 to September 20.  
            During the spring migration period, Phoenix consistently hosted the 
largest roost in the city, usually by a substantial margin and never falling be-
low 104.  Its peak count, 330, was recorded on June 2.    
            From mid-June to late July, counts continued to document good num-
bers of swifts, but at lower levels than during migration.  The lowest number 
(76) was obtained on June 28 and the highest (125) on July 19.   
            The arrival of August saw a sudden sharp drop in numbers, from 94 
on July 26 to 12 on August 2, and then 0 on August 9 and all subsequent 
counts.  In 2022, Phoenix was the first of London’s roosts to be vacated for 
the season.  The empty chimney was monitored for 7 weeks, during which 
time no swifts approached it and, on only two occasions were swifts even 
seen passing over (3 on Aug 9 and 2 on Aug 23).  This is despite the pres-
ence, during the same time period, of a large roost at Labatt’s about 650 me-
tres to the southwest. 
            For the past 5 years, Phoenix has held a spring roost that continued to 
hold somewhat reduced numbers until at least the latter part of July (in 2019, 
July numbers were lower than in other years).  During much of August 2018, 
2020, 2021 and 2022, the chimney was empty or almost so.  Surprisingly, in 
2018, numbers rose again in September, as a fall roost developed.   
            Phoenix is known or believed to have held a spring roost every year 
from 2018 to 2022 (data for 2020 are circumstantial), the 2022 peak count 
being the highest.  The chimney hosted a fall roost in 2017, 2018 and 2019, 

but not 2020, 2021 and 2022.  As the four sample years illustrated in Figure 11 show, there is much variability in the 
patterns of roost occupancy among seasons and years. 

From late May through June there were occasional hints that a pair was present and occupying the chimney but, 
if there was a nesting attempt, it had petered out by early July.  The large number of roosting birds using the chimney 
during May and June made it very difficult to identify individuals that might be nesting.  No daytime visits were made. 

Monitors carried out counts either from the Tim Horton’s parking lot or the parking lot at Enterprise Rent-A-
Car.  Both lots are frequented by unhoused people, who often linger.  For safety reasons, pairs of volunteers assigned to 
Phoenix came from the same household.  This meant they could remain in their vehicles without being concerned with 
following COVID distancing guidelines for people from different households.  There were times when monitors felt un-
comfortable about what was happening around them, but there were no incidents.  The protocol indicates that any time 
volunteers feel uneasy for any reason, they are to abort the watch and leave immediately.  In 2022, no one did. 

            The question periodically comes up 
regarding whether fireworks disturb roosting 
swifts.  London’s July 1 civic fireworks display 
takes place at 10:00 pm at Harris Park.  At ~1.2 
km to the southeast, Phoenix is the closest 
swift roost (several tall buildings in between). 
Monitors that evening noted swift entries from 
8:34 to 9:20 pm.  Despite substantial noise 
from Harris Park and from a lesser fireworks 
display ~0.5 km to the southwest (low build-
ings in between) that commenced at 8:30, no 
reaction was detected from the swifts.  The dis-
tances involved may have been too great to 
elicit a response from swifts (e.g., a mass emer-
gence from the chimney).   Phoenix is located 
adjacent to railway tracks and a major city arte-
rial.  Sirens and blaring horns are routine and 
swifts may be well accustomed to loud sounds. 
            A Peregrine Falcon was sighted on June 
6 and a nighthawk and a bat on August 23.  
Otherwise, there were few bird sightings ex-
cept House Sparrows, European Starlings and 
Rock Pigeons.  A Killdeer was a surprise.  

 

 

Figure 11.  Numbers of swifts overnighting at Phoenix from early May 
to early October, 2018, 2019, 2021 and 2022. 

The Phoenix chimney as viewed from the 
parking lot at Enterprise Rent-A-Car.  
(photo by David Wake) 
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9.6  Old Hunt’s Flour Mill / Flanagan’s Warehouse, 471 (formerly 551) Nightingale Ave (Nova Craft Canoe) 
 

During 2022, 23 regular monitoring visits were 
made to the Hunt’s chimney between May 5 and Septem-
ber 27.  No supplementary or daytime visits were carried 
out.  Data collected are presented in Table 2 (page 5) and 
Figure 12. 

Except for the first night (4 swifts), a good-sized 
roost was maintained throughout spring migration, with 
counts ranging from 32 to 111 (June 6).  From mid-June 
to late July, a time period when many roosts harbour re-
duced numbers of swifts, counts at Hunt’s were even 
higher, rising from 91 on June 21, to a peak of 221 on 
July 19.  In August, numbers held strong for a few weeks, 
then quickly dropped after the middle of the month, host-
ing just 1 or 2 swifts for the next 3 count nights.  The 
chimney was empty on September 13 and thereafter. 

 Hunt’s has a consistent history (2018 to 2022) of 
harbouring good numbers of swifts right through the 
breeding season.  This year the peak in summer/fall num-
bers happened unusually early (July 19).  The chimney 
also emptied out for the season sooner than in the past few 
years.   

At Hunt’s it is always a challenge to see what 
might be going on by way of nesting activity.  The chim-
ney is just too far above ground and there is little or no 
possibility of seeing swifts that might be leaving or ap-
proaching over the far rim.  From mid-May to mid-June some swift presence and behaviours were observed indicative of 
a pair and perhaps even nest prospecting but it did not appear that a nest was attempted. 

A nighthawk was observed on May 10 and Red-tailed Hawks were reported on May 5 (probable), July 12 and 
26.  Bats were seen on May 29=1, Aug 2=2, Aug 30=1, Sep 6=1. 

If you are feeling lonely for the comforting sounds of exuberant swift chatter during the coming winter, there is 
a solution.  On August 25, 2022, starting just before sunset, Brendon Samuels made a 32-minute audio recording of 
Chimney Swifts from the roof of Hunt’s warehouse.  The recording was made as part of London Soundscapes: Echoes 
of the Anthropocene.  The project captures, shares and preserves field recordings of sounds in the area of London.  
Check out the recording here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OYPVIPs30U&ab_channel=LondonSoundscapes 

            Interestingly, during regular 
weekly monitoring sessions a few 
days before and after the recording 
date, monitors were seeing 8 or 10 
swifts flying in the area but only 1 or 
2 entering the chimney for the night.  
Yet the recording documents exten-
sive stretches of swift chatter.  This 
suggests that, even when we see and 
hear few or no swifts from our posi-
tion on the ground, there may still be 
swifts way up there, too high for us to 
see or hear (the Hunt’s chimney is six 
storeys above ground level).  These 
high-flying, high-chattering swifts 
may not necessarily choose to drop 
into the chimney we are watching to 
spend the night.   
            As human activities continue 
to change the land, water, air and bio-
diversity around us, sounds will 
change too.  The recordings will pro-
vide a baseline for comparison with 
the sounds or absence of sounds that 
characterize London in the future.   

 

Figure 12.  Numbers of swifts overnighting at the old Hunt’s flour mill (behind 
Nova Craft Canoe) from early May to late September 2019, 2021 and 2022. 

 

The old Hunt’s flour mill as it appears from the street.  It is cur-
rently used as a warehouse by Nova Craft Canoe (out of the 
picture to the right).  (photo by David Wake) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OYPVIPs30U&ab_channel=LondonSoundscapes
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9.7  Huron College O’Neil/Ridley Hall, 1349 Western Rd 
  

Twenty-five monitoring visits were made 
in 2022: 23 regular and 2 supplementary (May 
31=45; Jul 7=24, incomplete count).  Count dates 
ran from May 5 to September 27.  Results are pre-
sented in Table 2 (page 5) and Figure 13.  

Numbers increased slowly in the first two 
weeks of May to peak at 113 on June 6.  As spring 
migration transitioned into the summer nesting 
season, the count dropped by about half for two 
weeks, averaging about 70 per night.  From late 
June through to late July, tallies were always above 
100, except for July 19, a bad-weather night, when 
the tally plunged to 52.  The summer/fall peak 
count came in at 173 a week later on July 26.    A 
count of 145 on August 2 was followed by a pre-
cipitous drop to 0 two weeks later on August 16, 
though small numbers reoccupied the chimney in 
subsequent weeks.   

In summary, a good-sized roost was active 
from early May to early August.  Compared to the 
4 years from 2018 to 2021, the 2022 count peaked 
earlier and the chimney emptied sooner.   

From May through July, occasional behaviours were observed that might suggest a pair or a possible interest in 
nesting, but there is no evidence that a nest was ever attempted.  The presence of a roost throughout this entire period 
made it problematic to try to separate any swifts that might be nesting from those that weren’t.  At Huron, over the years, 
though there may be some interest early in the season, there is not normally a nesting attempt. 

Swifts at Huron usually appeared and disappeared above the wooded area to the northwest.  Known as the Med-
way Valley Heritage Forest, airborne insects and foraging opportunities are presumed to be plentiful there.  

As in past years, Huron is the most consistent place to see nighthawks.  They were present in all three seasons 
calling and/or foraging overhead: spring migration May 25=2, May 31=1, Jun 2=2, Jun 6=1; summer nesting period Jun 
14=1, Jul 5=1, Jul 7=1, Jul 26=1, Aug 2=2; fall migration Aug 16=3, Aug 23=1.  Of greatest significance is the presence 
of nighthawks throughout the nesting season.  This is the only monitored location at which this species nests close by.  It 
is thought the nest site is likely on a flat roof somewhere to the northeast of Huron.  In 2021, there was just 1 nighthawk 
sighting during the breeding season (approx. mid-June to the end of July), so 5 reports during the same time period in 

2022 is welcome news. 
            Barn Swallows nest around 
Huron College and were frequently 
seen foraging above the courtyard at 
the foot of  the chimney.  Reports 
submitted from May 31 to August 16 
sometimes mentioned only a few 
birds, but there were 15 to 20 on 
June 2.  
            Red-tailed Hawks sometimes 
perched not far away.  Usually they 
were ignored but occasionally the 
swifts scolded them.  A Killdeer was 
sometimes heard at dusk.  This spe-
cies likely nests near the Springett 
parking lot south of Burnlea Walk.  
             Monitors often observed 
from the courtyard, where people 
regularly passed close by. Campus 
police, students, visitors and others 
who stopped to inquire about the 
swifts sometimes  lingered to watch, 
providing an opportunity to share 
information about the species and its 
use of the chimney at Huron.    

 

 

On May 31, a pop-up Swift Night Out was held at Huron College, spon-
sored by the Biodiversity Inventory at Western in partnership with Nature 
London.  Here participants wait for the swifts to arrive (45 did).  (photo by 
Brendon Samuels) 

Figure 13.  Numbers of swifts spending the night in the chimney of O’Neil/Ridley 
Hall at Huron College, from early May to late September 2018, 2019 and 2022. 
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9.8 Old North (formerly Ryerson) Public School,  
940 Waterloo St 
  

 The chimney at Old North School was monitored 
on 26 evenings, 23 being regular sessions and 3 being 
supplementary ones (Jul 10=1, Sep 22=8, Sep 24=0).  The 
first monitoring date was May 4 and the last September 
27.  See Table 2 (page 5).  

As is typical at Old North, swifts were present on 
the first monitoring night of the season.  Except for May 
29 (approaching the peak of spring migration) when 6 
swifts spent the night, on every monitoring date during 
May and June, the chimney held either 1 or 2 swifts.   
This pattern continued through July, though the chimney 
seemed to be empty on July 5 (when 1 swift exited) and 
for 3 nights in a row, starting on July 26, even though 
there were sometimes swifts in the vicinity.  From May 
through July, swifts were often flying in the area as a pair, 
and there were occasional quick ins and outs but nothing 
of the consistency or frequency to indicate a viable nesting attempt was underway.  Extra swifts were often around. 

From August 16 to September 22, small numbers of swifts resumed overnighting in the chimney.   Counts most-
ly ranged from 3 to 9, but peaked at 11 on September 6.  September 22 was the last night the chimney was occupied.   

Single nighthawks were reported on May 17 and September 13.  Other sightings of interest included a bat, call-
ing toads, a Great Blue Heron and a Cooper’s Hawk on June 14, and an Osprey and a Great Blue Heron on July 26. 

Trees bordering the playground have been removed to facilitate a greatly expanded parking lot.  During the sum-
mer the driveway was barred with a chain, and monitors had to walk in carrying their lawn chairs.  Neighbours and oth-
ers visiting the playground in the evening sometimes stopped to chat about swifts. 
 

9.9  Elborn College, 1201 Western Rd 
  

Between May 4 and September 27, 25 monitoring visits were made to Elborn: 23 regular and 2 supplementary 
(Jul 8=7, Sep 22=0).  See Table 2 (page 5) for data from Tuesday-evening visits.  Although no swifts were around on 
the first monitoring night, during the rest of spring migration (including June 14), nightly counts ranged from 3 to 5.  
The single exception was June 6, when 103 swifts were observed entering the chimney for the night.  The reason for this 
sudden surge in numbers at the tail-end of spring migration is unknown.  Throughout migration, entries and exits and 
courtship were regularly observed, suggesting a pair was taking up residence in the chimney.   

From mid-June to mid-August, nightly counts ranged from 6 to 13.  The presence of extra swifts made it diffi-
cult to distinguish nesting activity but indicative behaviours continued to be observed, including apparent food deliveries 
from July 8 to August 2 and possibly August 9 when multiple extra entries were interspersed among paired in/outs.  The 
extra entries could be the usual 10 or so swifts that overnighted in this chimney trickling in for the night, or it is possible 
some might have been recently flying young.  It is a definite possibility that some young fledged from this chimney.   

From mid-August onward, the chimney continued to be occupied by a mini-roost, with nightly counts ranging 
from 11 to 16 until September 6, after which numbers fell to 3 and 2 the following 2 weeks.  The chimney was first 

found to be empty on September 22.   
            It is interesting to note that most years, during the time 
when there is a much larger roost at nearby Huron, Elborn 
hosts a handful of swifts over and above the expected 2 or 3 
birds typical of a nest-only chimney. 
            Compared to 2022, in 2021 the pattern of chimney use 
at Elborn from mid-June to mid-September was similar but 
slightly lower, peaking at 10 swifts on August 31. 
            In 2022, nighthawks were detected mainly during 
spring migration (May 29=1, Jun 2=1, Jun 6=1) and once dur-
ing the summer nesting season (Jul 8=1).  Nighthawks are be-
lieved to nest on campus somewhere to the northeast of Huron 
College and, when foraging, may occasionally range as far 
afield as Elborn College.  
            At least one pair of Barn Swallows nested at Elborn in 
2022.  Swallows were reported from May 4 to July 21.   
            Red-tailed Hawks were occasionally seen in the area.  
Other species observed included Red-winged Blackbird, Kill-
deer and Song Sparrow.  

 

View from the expanded parking lot.  (photo by Winifred Wake) 

 Elborn College as viewed from the northeast.  (photo by  
Winifred Wake). 
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9.10  First-St. Andrew’s United Church,  
350 Queens Ave 
  

Table 2 (page 5) contains data for the 
4 regularly monitored chimneys at FSA.  Lo-
cations of the chimneys are shown in the pho-
to.  As in past years, FSA-SE and NE were 
observed from the vicinity of the curved drive-
way.  FSA-N and S were usually monitored 
from the parking lot (out of sight behind the 
building on the right in the picture).   

Similar to the situation during the first 
and second summers of the COVID pandemic, 
relatively few people were coming and going 
from the church building during the times 
monitors were present.  People experiencing 
homelessness sometimes tucked into small 
alcoves around the church to spend the night, 
but generally did not bother monitors.  

Five FSA chimneys were occupied by 
swifts in 2022, including FSA-NW, which 
was not regularly monitored (Jun 16=1).  This 
close concentration of active nest chimneys on 
one building meant there was usually plenty 
of swift activity overhead during monitoring 
sessions, as swifts socialized with their immediate neighbours and likely also with swifts that nested within a few blocks.   

During evening monitoring sessions from May to late July, it was not uncommon to see up to a dozen swifts 
cavorting overhead.  As the nesting season progressed, swift presence diminished somewhat as some individuals began 
incubation duties, which kept them inside chimneys, with fewer hours a day to socialize and forage with other swifts.   

A photo taken on May 29 showed a swift flying above FSA carrying a twig (see page 9).  On May 29 and June 
5, a swift was seen skimming over the upper branches of a Siberian Elm, likely collecting twigs for its nest.  The bird did 
not immediately head for an FSA chimney, so it is not known in which chimney that swift might have been resident. 

As is often the case at FSA, swifts coming and going from chimneys did not necessarily follow patterns that 
would give clear indications of the stage of nesting that was occurring inside.  To supplement what could be learned dur-
ing regular one-hour Tuesday-evening monitoring sessions, a number of additional daytime visits were made.  Unfortu-
nately, these often were not frequent enough or long enough to provide the information we sought, other than to confirm 
whether or not swifts were occupying a chimney for nesting purposes.  In the sections on individual chimneys that fol-
low, many interpretations are somewhat tenuous, based on often ambiguous behaviour on the part of the swifts. 

FSA-N does not host a communal roost every year, but it did in 2022.  Numbers started to slowly increase in late 
July, peaking at 168 on August 23.  The chimney was empty when it was checked next (Aug 30). See details on page 26. 

No nighthawks were reported.  Several raptors were noted: Merlin Aug 13, Cooper’s Hawk Jul 26 (chased past a 
chimney by a smaller bird), Red-tailed Hawk Sep 27.  Bats were seen on May 10, Jul 26, Aug 16 and Sep 6.   

 

FSA-SE: From May 4 to September 20, 34 monitoring 
visits were made.  These consisted of 22 regular Tues-
day-night visits, 10 daytime visits (May 29 to August 
29) and 2 supplementary evening visits (Aug 18=2, Aug 
19=2).  See Table 2 (page 5) for data for regular visits. 

Overnight occupancy was first detected on May 
10.  On May 29, swifts were seen coming and going 
from the chimney during daytime hours.  On June 9, 
two swifts were seen approaching the chimney together, 
whereupon 1 entered and 1 peeled off, a classic indica-
tor of nest building.  Yet, during a June 25 daytime vis-
it, 3 in/outs were seen within an hour, suggesting hatch-
ing had occurred and feeding was underway.  Similar 
behaviour was observed on June 26.   

Thereafter and during July, relatively little ac-
tivity was observed at the chimney, though 1 or 2 swifts 
continued to spend nights inside (except none was seen 
to enter on July 19, when the weather was poor) and a 
daytime exit was seen on July 20. 

 

 

Courting swifts sail past the soaring spire at FSA, high above the 
SE chimney.  (photo by David Wake) 

SE 

S NE 

N 

Locations of the 4 chimneys monitored at First-St. Andrew’s Church.  (photo 

by David Wake) 
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On July 26, August 2 and August 9 paired in/outs were seen.  On the evening of August 16, when a dense swarm 
of insects was present low over the curved driveway, in 40 minutes, 2 swifts made a remarkable 7 pairs of in/out visits to 
the SE chimney before heading in for the night.  On August 18, more paired in/outs were observed (see photos page 10).  
On August 19, 3 paired in/outs were seen within 25 mins.  Similar activity was observed on August 20, 23, and 24.  On 
August 29, a poorly flying swift accompanied by an adult seemed to be practising getting inside the very small opening 
of the chimney.  On the evening of August 30, a swift was seen making repeated attempts to get into the chimney before  
achieving success.    On September 6 and thereafter, there was no swift activity at the chimney.  

To summarize: swifts returned to the chimney in May and set about nest-building; by June 25, eggs may have 
hatched but, soon after, the nest failed.  Little activity was detected during July, though the parents spent nights in the 
chimney, quietly making a second attempt at nesting and incubating a new clutch of eggs.  Food deliveries were ob-
served from late July to late August, when at least one youngster was observed developing its flying skills. 

 

FSA-NE: From May 4 to September 20, this chimney received 31 monitoring visits: 22 Tuesday-evening visits, 7 day-
time visits (from May 29 to August 20) and 2 supplementary evening visits (Jun 16=3, Aug 19=0).  For data for regular 
visits, see Table 2 (page 5). 

From the first visit on May 4 until June 9, 1 to 3 swifts spent the night in the chimney and there were regular 
daytime visits by a pair.  Curiously, on June 14, 8 swifts spent the night in the chimney after multiple very late entries 
and exits.  Incubation seemed to be underway by June 19, and daytime exchanges were still happening on July 5.  Subse-
quently, no day or night use of the chimney was observed until July 26, when 4 swifts spent the night.  The only pres-
ence of swifts detected at the chimney in August and September was an in/out 10 minutes after sunset on August 9.   

In summary, a pair occupied the chimney in early May and seemed to be incubating by about mid-June.  Incuba-
tion may still have been ongoing or possibly hatching had taken place when the nest was last observed to be active on 
July 5.  Soon after, the nest failed and the swifts abandoned the chimney for the remainder of the season.   

 

FSA-N: Thirty-eight monitoring visits were carried out from May 4 to September 27.  Twenty-three were regular Tues-
day-evening counts, 8 were daytime visits (May 29 to July 20) and 7 were supplementary evening visits (Jun 16=4, Aug 
6=176, Aug 12=183, Aug 13=200, Aug 14=204, Aug 19=182, Aug 20=217).  Data for regular visits are presented in 
Table 2 (page 5). 

One swift entered for the night May 10; from then until the end of the spring migration period (June 14), 1 to 4 
swifts overnighted in the chimney, though none was recorded on June 6, when thunderstorms were rolling through.  
From then until July 12, 1 or 2 swifts spent the night inside.  From May through to July 12 there was intermittent evi-
dence of a pair, nest-building, daytime occupancy, etc.   

Beginning on July 20, an increase in paired in/outs suggested the nest had hatched and food was being delivered.  
Such activity was detected until August 16 though, from late July onward the growing roost in the chimney made it hard 
to always distinguish entries and exits that might be related to the nesting effort from the numerous entries by birds asso-
ciated with the roost.   

On the morning of August 15, what was believed to be an adult and young appeared to be making practice en-
tries into the chimney.  It is believed that at least one young fledged from this nest.   Due to the lateness of the fledging 
date, it is thought the adults may have delayed nest initiation in the spring (perhaps due to cold, wet weather in May) or 
experienced nest failure early in the season and made a second attempt.  

On July 21, 6 swifts spent the night in the chimney (up from 1 on July 12).  The tally was 11 on  July 26, 82 on 
August 7 and 176 on August 6.  Over the next few 
weeks, numbers fluctuated from a low of 156 (August 
9), to a peak of 217 on August 20.  The roost held 168 
swifts on August 23 and was empty on the next visit 
(August 30) and subsequent monitoring dates.  There 
was no obvious reason why the roost should empty so 
abruptly.  Merlin were not noticed around that time, 
though that doesn’t necessarily mean they were not 
hanging around when monitors weren’t there.   

Figure 14 shows numbers of swifts using fall 
roosts at FSA-N for the three years for which data are 
available, 2017, 2020 and 2022.  There were no fall 
roosts at this chimney in 2018, 2019 and 2021.  There 
was a spring roost in 2018, but not in the other years.   

Compared to 2017 and 2020, swift numbers 
in FSA-N reached a higher peak in 2022, but emptied 
at approximately the same time and with the same 
speed as happened the other two years.  Compared to 
2020, the 2022 roost began building much earlier in 
August and achieved and sustained higher numbers. 

   

Figure 14.  Numbers of swifts spending the night in the chim-
ney at FSA-N from late July to September 2017, 2020 and 2022. 
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FSA-S: Between May 4 and September 27, 37 monitoring visits were carried out, as follows: 23 regular Tuesday-night, 
6 daytime (May 29 to Jul 20) and 8 supplementary evening visits (Jun 9=0, Jun 16=2, Aug 6=2, Aug 12=1, Aug 13=1, 
Aug 14=1, Aug 19=1, Aug 20=1).  See Table 2 (page 5). 

Two swifts spent the night in the chimney on May 4.  In the following weeks, a pair often entered together and 
daytime activity was observed.  Incubation may have been underway by mid-June.  In the early part of July, the pattern 
of activity was somewhat ambiguous but, beginning on July 20, chimney visits suggestive of food deliveries were noted.  
Such behaviour continued with varying frequency and consistency until August 20.   

Except for the rainy evening of June 9, overnight occupancy was observed on all monitored dates from May 4 to 
September 13.  During May, counts ranged from 2 to 5, in June from 0 to 3, in July from 1 to 5, in early August from 2 
to 4.  On 6 nights from August 12 to 20, just 1 swift went in for the night.  On August 23, the count jumped to 7 and was 
4 on August 30, 5 on September 6 and 2 on September 13, the last date of occupancy. 

It is possible the extra swifts overnighting in the chimney on August 23 and subsequent visits were recently 
fledged young from the chimney.   On August 23, the close by FSA-N chimney held 168 swifts.  It might be that extra 
swifts in FSA-S that night and in the following few weeks were related to the roost, though the roost was empty after 
August 23.  It is also possible the extra swifts that first appeared in FSA-S on August 23 may have come from FSA-N, 
where likely feeding behaviour had been observed until August 16. 

It is worth noting that, of the 4 monitored chimneys, during May, June and July, compared to the other 3 chim-
neys, FSA-S was much more likely to host more than 2 swifts overnight (often 3 to 5).  Starting on July 12, some of the 
extra birds in FSA-S may have come from the by-then abandoned FSA-NE chimney. 

In conclusion, although there is no 
definitive evidence, it is possible that some 
swifts fledged from FSA-S in 2022.  In any 
event, there seemed to be an active nest 
here until at least August 20, an unusually 
late date for a swift nest in London.  

About 12:30 pm on August 29, by 
which time FSA-S was believed to be no 
longer occupied by swifts in the daytime, 2 
Turkey Vultures spent some time perched 
on the chimney.   

In recent years, vultures have been 
increasing in and around London.  They are 
often seen flying overhead and perched in 
high places around the city.  Within the 
context of its immediate neighbourhood, 
FSA-S is not a high place and is much lower than alternative perching spots nearby.  It does, however, have a fairly 
broad landing space that vultures might find attractive.  If, in future, vultures start making a habit of perching on chim-
neys used by swifts, this could be bad news for nesting swifts attempting to enter their chimneys.  It is not known how 
likely swifts would be to try to chase off perched vultures or how likely vultures would be to move on if mobbed.   
 

9.11  Kingsway Academy, 370 Huron St  
 

Nature London first learned that swifts were using the two Kingsway chimneys in 2021.  Occasional monitoring 
for nesting activity was carried out beginning in June and more systematically after a roost was found in Kingsway-N in 
early August.  For the whole of the 2022 season, both Kingsway-N and S were part of the regular Tuesday-night moni-
toring roster.  In May and June, sometimes up to a dozen swifts could be seen overhead at once, even when the total that 
entered the 2 chimneys was somewhat less. 

On four nights during fall migration, Common Nighthawks were observed (one bird each on Aug 23 and 24, 5 
on Aug 30, and 10 on Sep 13).  The Sep 13 nighthawks were the only large group reported by monitors at any London 
swift site in 2022.  Judging by numbers of mosquitoes in August and September, the vicinity of Kingsway may have 
been providing better foraging opportunities for aerial insectivores than other chimney locations were.  

Kingsway had the largest number of bat reports and the most individuals.  Bats were observed on five evenings 
from May 10 to September 20.   

The steep wooded slope and wetland valley behind Kingsway, in addition to providing good quality foraging for 
aerial insectivores, also contains valuable habitat for many other wildlife species.   

A sampling of the birds noted included Great Crested Flycatcher, Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Screech-Owl, 
Northern Flicker, and Red-bellied and Hairy woodpeckers.  Red-tailed Hawks hunted in the area and Great Blue Herons 
flew over.  In September, flocks of grackles and other blackbirds streamed overhead by the hundreds, all heading east-
ward, perhaps to roost in the valley for the night.  On the mammal list were skunk, deer and coyote.   

Sometimes monitors had the opportunity to share swift information with passers-by who were enjoying an even-
ing stroll along the trail behind the building.  Occasionally the campus police stopped by to chat and to ask how the 
swifts were doing.   

 

Turkey Vultures perched on the FSA-S chimney, August 29, 2022  (photo by 
Glenn Berry) 
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Kingsway-N: From May 4 to September 28, 25 monitoring visits were made, including 2 supplementary visits (Sep 
22=2, Sep 25=0).  See Table 2 (page 5).   

The chimney was first found to be occupied on May 10, when 12 swifts spent the night.  From then until mid-
June, the nightly tally ranged from 1 to 6.  From mid-June to mid-August counts were 3, 4 or 5, except for July 19 when 
no swifts were observed entering the chimney (perhaps due to early evening thunderstorms).  From mid-August to early 
September, birds in for the night ranged from 4 to 8.  The last night the chimney was occupied was September 22 (2).   

From late May through June there seemed to be a pair of swifts (plus a few others) resident in the chimney.  The 
chimney continued to be occupied during July, with entries by single swifts well spread apart, or by 2 swifts together; no 
exits were detected during one-hour evening watches in July.  On all 5 monitoring nights during August, there were mul-
tiple entries and exits, either by single birds or 2 or 3 entering or exiting close together in time.   This behaviour contin-
ued until mid-September.  On August 23, when 5 swifts spent the night inside, groups of extra swifts were coming and 
going overhead (max of 30 around at once), with some taking good looks down the shaft.   

Though Kingsway-N did not host a roost in 2022, there was a substantial roost at nearby King’s College from 
May to the end of August.  

The situation at Kingsway-N is difficult to interpret.  Was the seeming absence of nesting behaviour in July 
masking a secretive pair quietly incubating after either a late start or an early failure?  Were the extra chimney visits in 
August food deliveries (aided by helpers) mixed among the comings and goings of other swifts occupying the chimney 
overnight?  As time went on, were some of these entries and exits young swifts practising diving into the chimney?  Was 
some of the activity due to migrants checking out possible overnight accommodations?  The fact that the pattern of mul-
tiple ins and outs went on from August 2 until September 20 suggests there may have been something else going on 
(possibly instead of or in addition to an active nest).  Perhaps, as sometimes happens late in the summer, some roaming 
swifts were paying quick visits to chimneys before deciding whether or not to stay for the night.  Unfortunately, no day-
time visits were made, which could have shed some light on whether any nesting activity was taking place. 

In summary, maybe there was or maybe there wasn’t an active nest in Kingsway-N (possibly even with some 
fledged young) in August.   

 

Kingsway-S:  Between May 4 and September 28, this chimney was monitored 25 times, including 2 supplementary vis-
its (Sep 22=2, Sep 25=0).  Results can be found in Table 2 (page 5).  Swifts first overnighted in the chimney on May 10, 
when 4 birds entered.  From then until July 5, 3 swifts spent the night inside on every monitoring visit, except June 28 
when only 2 did.  During this period, often 2 swifts entered together, and once there was a hint of nest-building behav-
iour; the only exit seen was on June 21.  There were no entries or exits detected on July 12 (but 12 swifts were in the 
area) and July 19 (no swifts in area, poor weather).  On July 26 there was an in/out but no swifts stayed overnight. 

In August, activity at the chimney picked up.  On August 2, 3 birds spent the night (no exits) and on August 9, 
there was an in/out and 2 later entries.  On August 16, a 50-minute period saw a constant stream of entries and exits, 
from which 12 pairs of in/outs could be identified; 3 swifts ended up inside for the night.  By coincidence, this was the 
same evening that 7 pairs of in/outs were observed at FSA-SE, where parents raced to harvest an abundance of swarm-
ing insects and shuttle them into the chimney.   

Activity at Kingsway-S continued on August 23 (1 in/out) and August 30 (4 pairs of in/outs).  While 2 or 3 
swifts occupied the chimney during the next 4 nights in September, all entries were by single birds and there were no 
exits.  The last night of occupancy was September 22. 

            As was the case for Kingsway-N, 
in the face of inconsistent and ambiguous 
swift behaviour, it is a challenge to figure 
out what was happening at Kingsway-S.  
Clearly there was a pair (plus usually one 
hanger-on) occupying the chimney from 
May onward, but no real indication that a 
nest was established or that incubation 
had commenced.   
            Then, in August, there was a flur-
ry of entries and exits.  Had a late nesting 
effort somehow escaped detection by 
monitors until hatching occurred and 
feeding commenced?  Or, as discussed 
for the chimney at Kingsway-N, was 
there some other explanation?  Again, it 
was unfortunate that no visits were made 
to determine if swifts were coming and 
going from the chimney during the day-
time, which could have indicated wheth-
er or not nesting was underway. 

 4 

 The chimneys at Kingsway Academy as seen from the rear of the building: 
South (left) and North (right).  (photo by Winifred Wake) 
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9.12  388 Dundas St (former tax office)  
 

In 2021, this chimney was monitored from mid
-August through September.  In 2022, it was included 
in the full-season monitoring roster.  Monitoring was 
carried out from May 4 to September 27, during which 
time 23 regular monitoring visits and 1 supplementary 
visit (Sep 18=0) were made.  For results, see Table 2 
(page 5).  

On the first monitoring night (May 4), 8 swifts 
were in the area and 2 entered almost together.  On the 
next 2 nights, though there were 7 or 8 swifts around 
(mostly to the northwest), none entered the chimney.  
Then, on May 25,  56 swifts overnighted, entering in 
1s or 2s or in small or large groups, 11 swifts having 
left after initial entry.  On the next monitored evening 
(May 29), the tally had dropped to 7.  It is not known 
why swifts opted to occupy this roost for just one night 
during spring migration.  Another one-night roost oc-
curred at Elborn on June 6 (103 birds).   

These very short-lived roosts remind us that we have no idea what is happening at monitored chimneys on eve-
nings we are not there.  Perhaps these 2 chimneys actually accommodated roosts for a few days before and/or after the 
night we detected the roost?  In the case of 388 Dundas, this seems possible, as the count 4 days later (7 birds) suggests 
that numbers may have been gradually tapering off.  We also have no way of knowing if similar short-duration surges in 
numbers happen more often than we realize but are not detected.  There are usually 6 days between counts (4 days in late 
May and early June), and it’s anybody’s guess how many swifts are occupying chimneys on nights they are not moni-
tored. 

During 4 visits from June 2 to 21, from 2 to 4 swifts spent the night.  There was some suggestion of a possible 
pair, as sometimes 2 birds seemed to be travelling together.  For the 4 monitoring nights of June 28 to July 19, no swifts 
came near the chimney even though up to 6 or 7  swifts might be flying in the general area.   

Four visits from July 26 to August 16 yielded counts of from 2 to 11, sometimes including some paired in/outs.  
During the next 4 weeks, there was a dramatic uptick in numbers, from 86 to a peak of 202 (August 30), then a drop to 
169 and 53, and finally 0 (September 18).  Figure 15 presents late-summer counts at 388 Dundas in 2021 and 2022.  
Although highest numbers were similar, in 2022 the peak  occurred somewhat later.    

Of the three “new” fall roosts discovered in 2021, only 388 Dundas hosted a fall roost in 2022 (Kingsway-N and 
ICORR did not). 

To summarize: there was no viable nesting at-
tempt at 388 Dundas in 2022, but there was a one-night 
spring roost, a possible pair in June, a mostly empty 
chimney in July and a fall roost that was active for about 
a month. 

As might be expected in the neighbourhood of 
this downtown chimney, the main avian residents were 
Rock Pigeon, House Sparrow and European Starling, but 
sometimes species such as American Robin and Northern 
Cardinal were seen. 

 
9.13  423 Colborne St 

 

Like 388 Dundas, its neighbour across the dance 
studio parking lot, this chimney was discovered to be 
active in mid-August of 2021 and monitored for the rest 
of the season.  In 2022, monitoring was carried out from 
May 4 to September 27, during which time 23 regular 
monitoring visits and 1 supplementary visit (Sep 18=0) were made.  For results, see Table 2 (page 5).  

During the first 3 visits in May, swifts were in the area but none came near 423 Colborne.  On May 25, 3 entered 
from a flock of 11 swirling overhead, after which 1 later left.  From late May to July 5, there were always swifts in the 
area, and most nights (but not on 2 nights) 1 or 2 stayed inside.  Two entering together and various entries and exits sug-
gested a pair might be taking up residence.  After July 5, the only activity was a late entry on July 26 and an in/out on 
August 23.   

Despite intermittent overnight use from late May into July, there was no evidence of a viable nesting attempt.  
This is disappointing as, last year, a successful nest in this chimney produced fledged young in late August. 

 

 

Figure 15.  Numbers of swifts spending the night in the chimney 
at 388 Dundas, from mid-August to September 2021 and 2022. 

Two downtown swift chimneys: 388 Dundas and 423 Colborne.  
(photo by Winifred Wake) 

388 Dundas 

423 Colborne 
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9.14  ICORR (formerly Selby Shoes), 700 Richmond St 
 

 Twenty-three regular monitoring visits were carried out at 
ICORR from May 4 to September 28.  See Table 2 (page 5).  On the 
first night, the chimney was occupied by 1 swift.  For the next 5 moni-
toring visits (up to June 2), a pair entered together, though there were 
sometimes as many as 6 swifts inside the chimney for the night. 

Thereafter there was no sign of nesting activity.  Swifts en-
tered by 1s or 2s or 3s, often quite late, but there were no in/outs or 
other indications of nesting.  Small numbers of swifts often passed 
over the area at various times during watches.   

During June, counts were 6, 1, 0, 7 and 4.  In July the first 2 
counts were 0 and the second 2 were each 6.  August tallies were as 
follows: 12, 8, 0, 2, 0.  On September 3, 3 swifts spent the night and 1 
did on September 13, the last night of occupancy for the season.  

Although small numbers of swifts intermittently spent the 
night in the chimney from May to September and there seemed to be a 
pair present during May, there was no sign of nesting.  There was also 
no sign of a fall roost.  In contrast, in 2021, ICORR held a fall roost 
and was the latest-occupied chimney in the city. 

Other species of birds that were most visible in the area were a 
Red-tailed Hawk that liked to perch on the antenna above the chimney 
or on the tall apartment building across the street.  Once, swifts 
divebombed the hawk while it was in flight.  Many Rock Pigeons also 
perched on neighbouring tall buildings. 

Monitors often observed from lawn chairs set up near the back 
door of Oscar Taylor’s pub, where they sometimes had opportunities to engage in conversations about swifts.   
 
10.0  Facilitating the Release of Young Chimney Swifts Raised in Wildlife Rehabilitation Centres 
  

Sometimes a swift nest becomes detached from the inner wall of a chimney and falls down to a fireplace or 
clean-out below.  If it is discovered (often by the sounds of baby swifts), the first course of action is to try to reinsert the 
nest up the chimney, where parents can continue to care for the youngsters.  When this is not possible or the parents are 
no longer returning to the chimney, surviving young often end up in wildlife rehabilitation centres.   

Young swifts are challenging to raise well.  They require a specialized diet and hourly feedings from dawn to 
dusk, usually by just one or two caregivers, whom they become familiar with but do not imprint on.  Some rehabilitation 
centres have developed particular expertise in raising baby swifts so they thrive, not just survive.  This includes an extra 
couple of weeks of flight practice inside a large aviary to ensure they have a high level of skill in making turns, gaining 
altitude, diving into an artificial chimney, etc.  The additional time greatly improves their chances of survival after re-
lease back into the wild, when they will not have parents nearby to coach them and keep an eye on their progress.   

To optimize their chances, young swifts are usually released in the early evening near a roost chimney that held 
at least 75 to 100 swifts the previous night.  Unfortunately, if swift youngsters in care came from a late-season nest, by 
the time they are ready for release, all local roosts may have emptied in advance of fall migration.  This is  especially so 
farther north and east in the Chimney Swifts’ range.   

In 2022, rehabilitation centres across the continent, especially in the north and west, reported a very significant 
decrease in the numbers of young swifts (of several species) and other aerial insectivores received into care.  The rea-
sons are unknown, but, if it indicates fewer swift nests were initiated this year (i.e., fewer available nests to run into trou-
ble), this is a disturbing situation for species that are already in decline.  

The Nature London swift monitoring program is unique in that it operates a comprehensive fall (August and 
September) swift monitoring program – believed to be the only one of its kind in Ontario and probably in all of Canada.  
The protocol ensures up-to-date weekly knowledge during the fall migration season of the locations of active roost chim-
neys and the numbers of swifts occupying each one.  Those wildlife rehab centres that are particularly committed to ob-
taining the best possible outcomes for late-fledging swifts have come to rely on Nature London as the go-to organization 
for finding suitable release sites. 

Since 2008, Nature London has facilitated swift releases for various swift rehabilitation centres.  In the past few 
years, Le Nichoir in Hudson, Quebec and Destined to Fly in Harrowsmith, Ontario have been bringing swifts to London 
annually.  Both are very grateful for the vital contribution our volunteers make in identifying the best possible release 
locations.  Rehabbers tend to be very protective of their young charges and put the best interests of the birds first.  To 
minimize stress on the swifts, they limit the number of people present when the swifts are released.  Since we are not 
able to invite our whole dedicated crew of London monitors to these events, we include an account and photos for each 
of the two 2022 releases.  Please know how very much your weekly monitoring is appreciated by the rehabbers; without 
the information it provides, they would have no idea where to start in finding release sites late in the season. 

 

 

Because the ICORR chimney is in from the edge 
of the roof, it must be viewed from a considerable 
distance.  (photo by David Wake)   
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10.1 Le Nichoir (Hudson, Quebec) 
In 2022, Le Nichoir contacted us on August 8 with the news they had six swifts in care.  Four were from one 

family and two from another.  Because all were close in age, they would be ready for release at the same time, approxi-
mately the last weekend of August.  The next day we learned three of the swifts had taken their first flights the previous 
evening.  Thereafter progress was steady.  Meanwhile, in London, we carefully scrutinized the weekly counts, keeping a 
close eye on the best potential locations.  As the target release date of Friday, August 26 neared, the young swifts were 
pronounced ready to go.  The counts on Tuesday, August 23 identified three chimneys that held sufficient numbers of 
swifts: FSA-N, King’s College and Smith Fruit.  King’s and Smith Fruit were considered more desirable because there 
was minimal traffic and more open space around them and sight lines were better.  Though numbers were higher at 
Smith Fruit, nightly counts were instituted at both, to ensure there was a backup chimney available in case numbers col-
lapsed at Smith Fruit.  On Thursday night, the tally was 479 at Smith Fruit and 208 at King’s.  Smith Fruit was declared 
the destination. 

On August 26, everyone was keeping a close eye on the weather, 
which was forecast to clear by late afternoon (it did – whew!).  That 
morning, Vee (Weiyi) Liu, Bird Care Coordinator at Le Nichoir, and 
summer intern, Emma Di Clemente, set out from Hudson by car.  The six 
youngsters, housed in a mesh-sided carrying case (reptarium), were fed 
every hour en route.  Vee and Emma arrived at the little parkette at the 
south end of Maitland Street about 6:30 pm, where they were met by reps 
from Nature London.   Debbie Lefebre, long-time swift rehabilitator from 
London, now retired, was also present.   

It was sunny, warm and breezy though, as the evening advanced, 
it cooled noticeably and the wind died down.  After one last feeding, the 
reptarium was set on the lawn to allow the youngsters to become familiar 
with the new sights and sounds around them.  The humans settled in on 
lawn chairs some distance away to enjoy the evening and await the arrival 
of the wild swifts overhead.  At one point a man and his three off-leash 
dogs passed close by.  Vee quickly draped a blanket over the reptarium 
and the dogs moved along without investigating, which would have been highly stressful for the birds – another whew!   

Eventually the first group of four or five swifts appeared in the sky, made a few passes at the chimney, then dis-
appeared.  Gradually, increasingly larger groups of swifts spent longer periods of time swirling overhead and swooping 
past the chimney.  At 8:07 pm, just before sunset (8:10 pm), Vee unzipped the reptarium and the youngsters were free to 
go.  They didn’t take long!  Flying strongly, they gained altitude quickly, so fast in fact, the “welcome wagon” of wild 
birds descending to greet the newly released young swifts had only partly moved downward to meet them.  The wild 
birds and youngsters flew about together for a few minutes, then all gradually moved upward.  For a while it was possi-
ble to pick out some of the babies by their rapidly beating wings and slightly awkward flight manoeuvres.  Very soon, 
however, the Le Nichoir swifts were part of the group.  They would benefit from the mentorship of the wild flock as all 
travelled southward to wintering grounds in South America.   

As swifts entered the chimney for the night, the humans lin-
gered a little longer to enjoy the show.  Though no formal count was 
made that evening, it was estimated 400 to 500 swifts went inside. 

 

 

 

The swifts travelled to London in a reptarium with 
a fake chimney inside.  (photo by David Wake) 

As Vee unzipped the travelling case, the first swift was off in a blur of wings.   
(photo by David Wake) 

In a matter of seconds, the rest of the youngsters 
were also airborne.   (photo by David Wake) 
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10.2 Destined to Fly (Harrowsmith, Ontario) 
On August 3, 2022, we heard from Destined to Fly that it had 5 swifts (4 sib-

lings and 1 from another family).  The young had just been moved into an outdoor 
aviary and were expected to be ready for release in about 3 weeks.  On August 7, 2 
more swifts were received, both still with their eyes closed.  That meant they would 
not be ready for their freedom until approximately the Labour Day weekend.  On Au-
gust 19, the 2 youngest joined the older swifts in the aviary.  Though they were not yet 
flying, they were well feathered and could hang out in the small artificial chimney.  To 
meet release criteria, they needed to spend 2 weeks outside.  By August 26, all 7 swifts 
were doing well in the aviary, practising their skills at flying and entering the 
“chimney.”  On August 30, the 2 youngest were rapidly approaching readiness for re-
lease and the date for all 7 was set for Saturday, September 3. 

On the August 30 Tuesday-night counts, 4 London 
chimneys held enough swifts to qualify as potential release 
sites.  Two – Labatt’s and 388 Dundas St – were ruled out be-
cause they were too close to traffic and other hazards.  Nightly 
checks were commenced at Smith Fruit (259) and King’s (162).   

As the week progressed, Connie Black of Destined to 
Fly began putting the swifts into their travelling chimney after 
they received their daily supplements.  This allowed them to 
become more familiar and comfortable with the new space.  She also allowed 
them to practice flying out of the travelling chimney, as a dress rehearsal for 
the actual release. 

On September 2, the tally at Smith Fruit had risen to 477, but num-
bers at King’s had fallen to 40.  The next morning, August 3, Connie Black 
along with her driver, Stephanie, and the “group of seven” departed from Har-
rowsmith.  Though the afternoon was cloudy and there was a slight risk of 
rain and a thunderstorm, things had blown over by early evening.  During the 
drive to London, the young swifts were fed every hour.  After arrival at Smith 
Fruit, they were fed once more.   

Connie, Stephanie and reps from Nature London sat in the parkette 
and watched from a distance.  The swifts, alert and ready to go, took in their 
new surroundings from the safety of their travelling chimney, set on a small 
table.  That evening the wild flock of swifts began consistently appearing in the sky somewhat earlier than the previous 
week.  When Connie unzipped the carrier shortly after 7:30 (sunset was at 7:56 pm), there was a rush of flapping wings 
as the youngsters made haste to gain their freedom. Six swifts flew straight out of the opening, gradually creating some 
separation and height as they emerged.  One bird flew upwards, brushing past Connie’s head before circling around to 
face the chimney.  Glenn Berry documented the action in slow motion in this video: https://youtu.be/39qHBmdky9g  . 

Before long, wild swifts and youngsters were mingling overhead, as the group of seven became integrated into 
the flock.  The whole group gradually moved skyward for a last round of foraging  before all retired into the Smith Fruit 
chimney, where an estimated 400 to 500 swifts spent the night.  The humans relaxed in their lawn chairs a little longer to 
savour and celebrate another successful release, while a beautiful half moon looked down from overhead.   

 

  

Impatiently awaiting the unzipping. (photo by Glenn Berry) The time has come and they’re off!  (photo by David Wake) 

 

 

 

Seven young swifts growing up at Destined 
to Fly.  (3 photos above by Connie Black) 

https://youtu.be/39qHBmdky9g
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11.0  Documenting Other Wildlife Species  
 

 When swift monitors are visiting chimneys at dusk, they often have opportunities to see or hear other species of 
wildlife.  In particular they are asked to report sightings of other aerial insectivores, including Common Nighthawks, 
Barn Swallows and bats, all of which are species at risk and/or have been experiencing significant population declines.  
Also requested are observations of potential predators of swifts, as these can influence swift behaviour around chimneys.  
Some monitors contribute information on a variety of other wildlife as well.  All data received are retained in Nature 
London’s files and are shared with Birds Canada / Ontario SwiftWatch at the end of the swift season. 
 

11.1  Common Nighthawks 
  

Like the Chimney Swift, the Common Night-
hawk eats insects captured while in flight.  Because night-
hawks forage at dusk and have a distinctive call and flight 
pattern, they are often heard or seen by swift monitors.  
During the nesting season, to avoid counting the same 
bird multiple times as it cruises around above its territory, 
monitors report the maximum number of nighthawks ob-
served at once.  During spring and fall migration, night-
hawks often travel directionally, sometimes broadly fol-
lowing river corridors.  Several may be seen passing by at 
intervals, singly or in groups, all heading in the same di-
rection.  Such birds can usually be safely counted individ-
ually (though judgement is always advised).  

For nighthawks, spring migration peaks in late 
May and early June, after which the summer nesting sea-
son runs until about the end of July, followed by fall mi-
gration, which peaks in late August and early September.    

See Table 4 for 2022 nighthawk reports.  In all, 
53 nighthawks were detected during 31 monitoring visits 
at 10 different chimneys.  The earliest date was May 10 
and the latest September 13.  Only one large group was seen this year, 10 at Kingsway on September 13.  These birds 
arrived from the west by ones or twos and lingered in the area to forage on the abundance of overhead insects behind 
Kingsway and the adjacent wooded wetlands downslope to the east.  

In 2021, when spring monitoring was not carried out due to COVID, just 32 nighthawks were reported.   
London’s Old North, especially the general vicinity of the university, is the main city neighbourhood in which 

nighthawks can be found during the nesting season.  Until about the mid-1990s, on summer evenings, it was not uncom-
mon to hear and see nighthawks overhead throughout the downtown area and adjacent neighbourhoods.  Now a desig-
nated species at risk, the Common Nighthawk has become rare in the city.  It is thought nighthawks nest on a flat roof 
somewhere on the Western cam-
pus, perhaps in the vicinity of Uni-
versity Hospital, which would ex-
plain the number of nighthawk re-
ports from nearby Huron College.  
Of 18 chimneys monitored, the 
general vicinity of Huron and near-
by Elborn is the only area in which 
nighthawks were observed during 
the nesting season.  Reports of 
spring migrants are most numerous 
from Huron and Elborn (both being 
not far from the Medway Valley), 
while fall numbers are highest at 
King’s and nearby Kingsway (both 
relatively near the North Thames 
River).  

Monitors reported night-
hawks from 2 other locations dur-
ing fall migration: 26 in northeast 
London (Aug 25), and 4 or 5 forag-
ing for insects over Rosel Park in 
south London (Sep 9). 

 

LOCATION SPRING SUMMER FALL TOTAL 

Huron My 25=2, My 31=1, Jn 
2=2, Jn 6=1 

Jn 14=1, Jl 5=1, 
Jl 7=1, Jl 26=1, 
Au 2=2 

Au 16=3, Au 23=1 16 

Elborn My 29=1, Jn 2=1,  
Jn 6=1 

Jl 8=1   4 

King’s     Au 16=1, Au 24=1, 
Au 30=5, Se 13=1 

8 

Kingsway     Au 23=1, Se 6=3, 
Se 13=10 

14 

Old North My 17=1   Se 13=1 2 

Smith Fruit     Au 27=1, Se 9=2 3 

South My 17=2, My 29=1     3 

Labatt’s     Au 16=1 1 

Phoenix     Au 23=1 1 

Hunt’s My 10=1     1 

TOTAL 15 6 32 53 

  Table 4.  Dates, numbers and locations of Common Nighthawks observed during  
   swift monitoring in 2022.  

 

 

Common Nighthawk foraging above Huron College, May 31, 2022.  
(photo by David Wake) 
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11.2  Barn Swallows 
  

Similar to past years, Barn Swallows were re-
ported around just three of our monitored chimneys, all 
on the university campus.  At King’s College (Wemple 
building), swallows nest under awnings and around win-
dows.  They were regularly seen from May 10 to August 
16, often in good numbers.  Huron College (O’Neil/
Ridley Hall) also hosted numerous swallows, which were 
often seen foraging over the courtyard.  Reports were 
submitted from May 31 to August 16.  After no reports of 
Barn Swallows at Elborn College in 2021, in 2022 a pair 
again nested in an outdoor entrance corridor on the north 
side of the building.  Dates ran from May 4 to July 21. 

It is noteworthy that Barn Swallows don’t seem 
to nest in other areas where Chimney Swift monitors are 
stationed.  Foraging is presumed to be good in the vicinity of the three campus nesting sites, especially Huron and King’s 
(adjacent to the wooded Medway valley and the North Thames River corridor).  Foraging opportunities are likely good 
near some other monitored chimneys.  Perhaps a shortage of suitable nesting sites for swallows is the limiting factor at 
these locations. 

On July 5, monitors at Hunt’s noticed some “different” swallows over the industrial lands across the street to the 
east.  With the help of the Merlin app, these were identified as Rough-winged Swallows.   

 

11.3  Raptors 
  

Several species of raptors nest in London and/or pass through during migration.  The species that poses the 
greatest threat to Chimney Swifts is the Merlin, a small, agile and fast-flying falcon.  Other raptors, however, can also 
take swifts or cause them stress by disrupting their normal behaviours simply by being in the same area. 

 

Red-tailed Hawk:  This was the raptor species most frequently reported by swift monitors.  In 2022, Red-tails 
were observed, often on multiple occasions, flying over or perched nearby for varying lengths of time at ICORR, King-
sway, King’s, FSA, Elborn, Hunt’s and Huron.   

Red-tails are large, chunky and sometimes vocal.  They are easily noticed because they often sit in conspicuous 
places such as the tops of antennae or on high buildings.  From such vantage points, their sharp eyes watch for potential 
prey, usually small mammals on or near the ground, or rarely small birds.  The Red-tail doesn’t have the speed or agility 
to catch a swift under normal circumstances, but would likely do so if it ever found an easy opportunity.  Swifts appear 
to exercise some caution around Red-tails without getting unduly concerned.  For the most part, swifts seem to ignore 
Red-tails but occasionally can’t resist giving the big guys a hard time, especially if one is hanging out close enough to 
make the swifts uneasy.   

One evening two swifts at ICORR gave chase to a Red-tail, repeatedly divebombing it as it flew.  The hawk had 
been perching on a nearby tall building and on top of the antennae that overlooked the ICORR chimney.  Another even-
ing, at Huron College, swifts joined other small birds to scold and harass two Red-tails perched about 40 feet from the 
chimney.  A report was received of a perched Red-tail being mobbed at Kings by robins, cardinals, swallows and other 
small birds.  At Elborn one Red-tail went over twice while being harassed by a smaller bird.  It is not known whether 
swifts participated in either of the mobbings that involved small, unidentified birds.  

 

American Kestrel:  In the past few years, there has usually been a family of kestrels hanging around FSA.  This 
year there was no sign of them.  In 2022, the only report received was of a small predator (a possible kestrel) near South 
being chased by two Red-winged Blackbirds and a string of 10 Chimney Swifts. 

 

Cooper’s Hawk: Three reports were received: one bird was calling as it flew by Old North, one was being 
chased by a smaller bird [a swift?] as it flew past the FSA-N chimney, and there was a possible Cooper’s at Kingsway. 

 

Peregrine Falcon: A Peregrine flew by at Phoenix and possible Peregrines were seen flying in the vicinity of 
ICORR and 388 Dundas.     

 

Merlin: Fast and agile, the Merlin is a very capable predator of Chimney Swifts, especially if it can catch them 
at a vulnerable time.  Two situations may carry elevated risk.  1) When a swift emerges from a chimney, in the first sec-
ond or so, it has no way of knowing if a Merlin is perched nearby ready to swoop in and grab it.  This may be why, when 
swifts first exit a chimney, instead of flying straight up, they usually fly off horizontally or even drop height somewhat 
before gaining altitude.  2) When a flock of swifts is descending into a chimney for the night, the birds are closer togeth-
er than usual and are heading in a predictable direction at a slightly slowed speed.   

In 2022, monitors reported Merlin at four monitored chimneys in London:  
• South: One was seen on May 5 and a possible one flew by on June 14.  Relatively small numbers of swifts were us-

ing the chimney around that time.  Some years Merlin nest in the Old South neighbourhood. 

 

Barn Swallows nested at three locations on the university campus.  
(photo by David Wake) 
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• FSA-N: On August 13, a Merlin 
flew through the grounds three 
times, somewhat before sunset.  
Around the actual time swifts 
were entering the roost, no Mer-
lin were reported that evening 
or others, though it is possible 
Merlin might have been present 
but not detected.  In 2020, Mer-
lin were believed to have caused the chimney, which was being used as a roost at the time, to be abandoned.  What-
ever the situation, this year’s roost was also abruptly abandoned.  (There was no swift roost at FSA in 2021.) 

• Smith Fruit: On August 2, a Merlin was heard screaming in the general area.  On August 9, screams came at inter-
vals, both before and after sunset.  When a Merlin flew low over the chimney 12 minutes before sunset, nearby 
swifts made no visible reaction.  On August 27, Merlin screams were heard in the vicinity after sunset.  The bird 
flew by several times, usually lower than the height of the chimney.  Each time the Merlin passed through, the flock 
of milling, swirling, swifts soon disappeared from the airspace, but returned shortly after.   

• Labatt’s: On July 11, 25 minutes before sunset, a Merlin circled the chimney once and flew off.  Though the chim-
ney was not used as a roost in July, five swifts materialized; they did not pursue the Merlin. On September 10, a 
Merlin appeared just before sunset, and the swifts chased it out of sight.  When the flock reassembled, the swifts 
were initially much higher above the chimney than they had been.  On September 30, somewhat after sunset, a Mer-
lin flew by three times, evidently making the assembling swift flock nervous.  At each pass of the Merlin, the swifts 
ascended to a considerable height above the chimney.  Finally, 18 minutes after sunset, the swifts, seemingly desper-
ate to get in for the night, rushed downward, most of the flock of 130 entering in about 30 seconds.  The Merlin flew 
off with a swift in its talons, another swift in hot pursuit.  The roost continued to be occupied for another 5 days.   

 

Owls, Vulture and Osprey: Normally owls are not much of a threat to swifts, as there is usually little overlap in 
the time of day the two groups are active.  On August 24 a Great Horned Owl swooped low over the roof at King’s and 
returned to the nearby woods without looking down the chimney.  On September 6 an Eastern Screech-Owl called near 
Kingsway.   

Monitors sometimes reported Turkey Vultures circling high overhead.  On August 29, around noon, two vultures 
were seen perched on the top of FSA-S, a chimney that had, until not long before, harboured nesting swifts.  If the nest 
had still been active, the presence of vultures would likely have deterred entries and exits by swifts trying to feed their 
young.  FSA-S continued to be used by overnighting swifts until September 13.   

Though of no threat to swifts, Osprey were observed near three chimneys: King’s, Smith Fruit and Old North.   
 

11.4  Bats 
Bats were reported from five locations during 15 different monitoring sessions, for a total of 24 individuals.  

Dates ranged from May 10 to September 20.  Kingsway had the most monitoring visits reporting bats and the largest 
number of individuals: five nights, 13 bats (May 10=5, Jul 5 =>4, Jul 12= 2, Sep 13=1, Sep 20=1).  At Hunt’s, bats were 
seen on four evenings: five bats (May 29=1, Aug 2=2, Aug 30=1, Sep 6=1).  FSA also had bats on four nights: four bats 
(May 10=1, Jul 26=1, Au 16=1, Sep 6=1).  Bats were observed on one night each at Phoenix (Au 23=1) and Old North 
(Jun 14=1).  

In 2021, bats were reported from five locations, for a total of just seven individuals.  It may be no accident that, 
in both 2021 and 2022, Kingsway had the greatest number of bat sightings.  The area is noted for an abundance of mos-
quitoes and other flying insects in the adjacent natural area though, in 2022, such potential food items for aerial insecti-
vores seemed to be less abundant than last year, especially in the early part of the season.  The small wet area immediate-
ly north of the Hunt’s building can also be good for producing mosquitoes.   

 

11.5  Other Observations 
 

In addition to those already mentioned, it is quite amazing how many species of wildlife wandered by during 
monitoring sessions. The list of mammals included groundhog, raccoon, skunk, grey squirrel, cottontail, deer, coyote, 
and cats and dogs.  Insects noted were mosquitoes, fish flies, midges, crickets, no-see-ums, Monarchs and Cabbage 
Whites.  Toads sometimes sang.  Especially at chimneys near natural habitat, the usual urban birds were supplemented 
by species such as Warbling Vireo, American Woodcock, Great Crested Flycatcher, Baltimore Oriole, Song Sparrow 
and Gray Catbird.  A deafening cacophony of chirping House Sparrows was present in the ivy at Smith Fruit from May 
through September. During fall migration, flocks of hundreds of grackles and other blackbirds passed over Kingsway. 

Monitors sometimes observed birds perched on the rim of a swift chimney: American Crow, European Starling, 
American Robin, Mourning Dove and Rock Dove.  For the most part, these did not stay long and usually were not pre-
sent when swifts were trying to enter.  On one occasion, a perched starling was chased off by swifts that were entering 
the chimney. 

One night at Hunt’s, monitors were buzzed by a drone that hovered briefly overhead. 
 

 

Two shots of a Merlin flying over the chimney at Smith Fruit, August 27, 2022.  (photos by 
David Wake) 
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 12.0  Outreach 
  

With COVID less of a concern in 2022 (especially in outdoor 
spaces), there were more opportunities for monitors to engage with  pass-
ers-by who stopped to ask what we were up to or, if they already knew, to 
inquire how the swifts were doing this year.   

Before the 2022 season started, Glenn Berry created business 
cards for the Nature London Chimney Swift Initiative.  These were a 
quick and inexpensive way to give monitors credibility and also to share 
information about swifts.  Each monitor was given a supply of cards at 
the start of the season.  We also distributed a few swift “post-
cards” (courtesy of Birds Canada), though our stock of these is dwin-
dling.  The very best outreach tool, however, was friendly conversation.   

In April we spread the word about swifts at EarthFest in Victoria 
Park.  In early May we reached out to potential new monitors through a 
downtown swift chimney walking tour as part of the Spring Migration 
Festival organized by Bird Friendly London.  In late May we participated 
in a pop-up Swift Night Out at Huron College.  In August, when there 
was an active swift roost at First-St. Andrew’s Church, we did impromp-
tu swift outreach after Saturday evening concerts on the lawn. 

Glenn Berry has been posting short videos of local swifts on 
YouTube.  Some of these have garnered an amazing number of hits.   

In early September we lucked out with a CBC radio interview.  The piece was posted the following Sunday in 
the lineup of CBC’s top national stories of the day, right beside the queen’s death, the election of Pierre Poilievre and the 
anniversary of 9/11.  https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/swift-birds-chimney-monitoring-1.6577047   

Thank you, monitors, for being such enthusiastic ambassadors for swifts. 
 

13.0  End-of-Season Nature London Swift Monitors’ Celebration 
 

The year 2022 was the first since 2019 that Nature Lon-
don was able to run a full season of swift monitoring.  After two 
years of diligently abiding by COVID guidelines, volunteers 
were keen to get together face to face.  There was much to cele-
brate!   

At 2 pm on October 29, 32 monitors gathered in the 
chapel of First-St. Andrew’s Church for a time of fun, catching-
up and learning.  The decision was made to err on the side of 
caution (the pandemic isn’t over yet), and masks (except for 
speakers while at the podium) and distanced seating were re-
quired, and no refreshments were served.  

The event was organized by Sandy Symmes, assisted by 
Ric Symmes, Glenn and Susan Berry, and Dave and Winnie 
Wake.  Ric served as doorman and greeter.  Gail McNeil and 
Betsy Baldwin welcomed people at the registration desk and created name tags. Garth Casbourn helped with setting up 

and taking down chairs.  Glenn handled the tech-
nology and Dave took pictures.  Many people will-
ingly pitched in wherever needed. 
            Sandy chaired the afternoon.  John Berry 
brought greetings from the Nature London board.  
The two major presentations were by Winnie 
(overview of swifts, monitoring results, and other 
highlights) and Glenn (compilation of videos 
showing swift releases, a marauding Merlin, and 
cascades of swifts entering chimneys). 
            Among the presentations, Glenn, Susan and 
Dave were in charge of the fun stuff.  Teams vied 
to be the first to identify chimneys as they emerged 
on the screen (the Merlins won bragging rights).   
            A swift trivia contest provided opportuni-
ties for learning, groans and chuckles (name a swift 
who is a famous author).  Winners (there were 
many) had multiple prizes to choose from.   

 

The 2022 Nature London swift business cards. 

 

 

Gail McNeil (left) and Betsy Baldwin staffed the desk in 
the atrium.  (photo by David Wake)  

Sandy Symmes at the podium chairing the event.  (photo by David Wake) 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/swift-birds-chimney-monitoring-1.6577047
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  Wordsmiths had their chance to shine by coming up with new 
and original words to describe ways in which swifts enter a chimney  
(how about heliflutter? or wobbledropping? or twizzleslip?). 

In a surprise addition to the agenda (unbeknownst to the chair), 
Glenn and Susan delivered a beautiful tribute to Sandy for her many con-
tributions to the monitoring program.    

Sandy skillfully managed to wrap up the program right on the 
dot of 4 o’clock.  After that, many people lingered to mingle and chat.   

It was gratifying to see so many enthusiastic volunteers come 
together to mark such a successful year of swift monitoring.  We are 
grateful to Nature London for underwriting the rental of the venue and to 
the staff of FSA for their helpfulness.  Thanks, too, to the monitors and 
the club for donating the prizes, which ranged from placemats to puzzles, 
and from books to soap, ornaments and much more.  Glenn and Susan 
brought lovely fall flower arrangements. 

Again, heartiest thanks to everyone for a wonderful afternoon.   
 

14.0  Summary and Highlights of the 2022 London Swift Monitoring Program  
  

In 2022, the Nature London swift monitoring program was overseen by a team consisting of Sandy and Ric 
Symmes, and Dave and Winnie Wake, but also welcoming new members Glenn and Susan Berry.  Glenn, in particular, 
brought new expertise that allowed scheduling to be handled by computer.   

The jam-packed season of swift monitoring ran from May 3 to October 7.  The core program revolved around 
Tuesday-evening monitoring for 24 “weeks” at 18 chimneys (up from 13 chimneys at the start of 2021).  It also included 
additional dates during spring migration, as fall migration was winding down, and when more precise knowledge of dai-
ly counts was needed prior to swift releases.  Some daytime monitoring was carried out at selected chimneys to try to 
learn more about nesting activity, and single visits were made to a number of London chimneys not on the regular roster. 
Although not really part of our mandate, a small amount of out-of-town monitoring was done, especially at a newly dis-
covered roost chimney in Mount Brydges.  In all, 559 data submissions from 52 different chimneys were entered in the 
Nature London swift portal.  Data were later shared via spreadsheet with the provincial swift database kept by Ontario 
SwiftWatch.   By way of comparison, in 2021, the London program generated 375 data submissions.  

About 60 people participated in monitoring in 2022, including 9 new volunteers plus friends and family mem-
bers who helped occasionally.  A committed group of 40 monitors collected the bulk of the data. In lieu of a spring train-
ing workshop, new monitors were mentored “on the job” by experienced volunteers.  Each week monitors received an 
updated schedule of assignments and a report summarizing and interpreting the results of the most recent counts.  For  
weekly communications, Glenn created schedules, Winnie prepared text reports and Dave Wake managed the database. 

The spring of 2022 was cold and wet, seemingly delaying the arrival of swifts.  Data from the same 13 chimneys 
from 2018 to 2022 shows 2022 spring migration peaking later and at lower numbers (just 2 years of data available).  The 
number of swifts occupying roost chimneys during the summer breeding season was higher.  The fall peak was the low-
est yet, though good numbers of swifts lingered later in September than in other years.  See Figure 4 (page 15).  

Flying insects were scarce from May through July, though more evident in August.  During May and June, pairs 
of swifts and indications of nest initiation were noticed at some chimneys, but many nesting efforts seemed to peter out 

by late June or early July.  July was hot and dry, but thunderstorms on some monitoring 
evenings may have affected some counts.  In July, overnight occupancy continued at 
most chimneys, but inconsistent and ambiguous activity often made it hard to figure out 
what was happening with nesting efforts (the presence of roosts at some chimneys did-
n’t help).   
            In a normal year, most London swift nests are expected to fledge in late July or 
early August.  The increased frequency of food deliveries in the weeks preceding fledg-
ing was only minimally evident during July.  In August, however, such activity was 
noticed at several chimneys.  Our monitoring protocol is largely geared to documenting 
overnight occupancy, whereas daytime monitoring is more effective at tracking nesting.  
            Based on observations of swifts with poor flying skills trying to enter chimneys 
in mid- and late August, 2 chimneys are known to have fledged at least some young – 
FSA-SE and FSA-N.  It is possible fledging occurred at several other chimneys, Elborn 
and Smith Fruit being the most likely.  In 2022 there was more that usual nesting activi-
ty well into August, perhaps the result of delayed nest initiation in the spring or a sec-
ond attempt after an early nest failure.  
            A highlight at the end of the summer was the privilege of being able to assist 
two out-of-town wildlife rehab centres in finding suitable release sites for swift young-
sters in their care.  See pages 30 to 32 for details.   

 

Susan and Glenn Berry took on many roles dur-
ing the afternoon.  (photo by David Wake) 

 

Monitoring at Smith Fruit.  
(photo by Winifred Wake) 
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   15.0  Acknowledgements 
  

In our first full year of monitoring as we emerged from the 
pandemic, we were overwhelmed by the tremendous support of our 
volunteer crew.  More than 60 people participated in monitoring, 
with approximately 40 forming the core group.  Your willingness to 
monitor week after week, take on extra assignments and fill in for 
last-minute cancellations enabled the monitoring program to expand 
greatly and also ensured every single slot was filled for the whole 
season.  Your patience and helpful suggestions as we transitioned to 
computer-generated scheduling were most appreciated.  We also are 
grateful (and relieved) that everyone was careful regarding guide-
lines for preventing COVID transmission.  Thanks a million! 

Now for some specific thank-you’s.  We thank the organiz-
ing committee that oversaw Nature London’s 2022 monitoring program: Sandy and Ric Symmes, Glenn and Susan Ber-
ry and Dave and Winnie Wake. Special tips of the hat go to the people behind the weekly scheduling: Sandy Symmes, 
who, even while recovering from hip surgery late in the winter, worked with and mentored Glenn (and Susan) Berry as 
they developed and tweaked (and re-tweaked) the computer program that handled the scheduling.  Thanks to Dave Wake 
for managing the database created by everyone’s weekly input on Wufoo and for creating tables from all those data.    

Thanks to Glenn for continuing to refine and promote video monitoring and for sharing video and photos to help 
others enjoy and learn about swifts.  Nature London is gratefully acknowledged for its financial and other support of the 
club’s Chimney Swift Initiative.  We thank Ontario SwiftWatch for maintaining a provincial swift database.  

We extend thanks to the photographers whose pictures are used in this report: Glenn Berry, Susan Berry, David 
Wake, Winifred Wake, Brendon Samuels and Connie Black (of Destined to Fly).  Thanks also to Dave for making the 
tables and graphs in the report and for numerous other behind-the-scenes duties.  

 

Many unsung heroes carried out a multitude of additional chores that allowed monitoring to run smoothly.  It 
would take too long to enumerate all the jobs and people doing them, but please know your efforts are much appreciated.   

In the list below, every effort has been made to include everyone who submitted data or helped in any other way 
with Nature London’s swift monitoring program in 2022.  If your name has somehow been omitted, our apologies, and 
our sincere thanks for your contributions. 

 

Congratulations and thanks to all: you are the best team ever! 
 

Marguerite Annen, Leslie Baker, Betsy Baldwin, Carolyn Beacroft, Glenn Berry, John Berry, Susan Berry, Jack Blocker, 
Erin Boynton, Garth Casbourn, Karin DeVries, Ruth Dickau, Julia Eastabrook, Shelley Garner, Trish Gaudry, Sandy 
Grant, Shelagh Grant, Tim Hain, Rick Hayman, Icelandic visitors Thor and Alfhildur, Stephen Jarrett, Morag Kinchlea, 
Jacob Lasci, Miriam Love, Ann MacPhail, Bill Maddeford, Kathy McCoy, Gail McNeil, Mary Morris, Neil Morris, The-
resa Morrissey, John Ninness, Vianne Ninness, Reg Patterson, Jenn Symmes Plaskett, John Plaskett, Marlene Plaskett, 
Susan Price, Cathy Quinlan, Susan Relecom, Leslie Rockwell, Sharon Roeland, Evelyn Rogers, Brendon Samuels, Judy 
Shaw, Susanne Sutherland, Ric Symmes, Sandy Symmes, Paul Thomas, Pat Tripp, Jane Twynham, David Wake, Win-
ifred Wake, Carol Watson, Emma-Lynne Wiegersma, Frits Wiegersma, Lynda Wiegersma, Garry Williams, Heidi Wil-
liams, Glen Winegarden, and Barb Yeo.   

 

   The final word of thanks goes to the 
Chimney Swifts, whose presence in London’s 
skies and chimneys so enriches our lives.  We 
marvel at their beauty, flying prowess and de-
termination to survive in the face of the many 
challenges their declining populations currently 
encounter. We are grateful for and humbled by 
the opportunity to make a small contribution to 
the knowledge and conservation of such re-
markable little birds.    
 

Happy Swifting!    
 

 

Grace in motion!   (photo by David Wake) 

  

In 2007, London swift monitors first identified 
this chimney as one occupied by swifts.  Since 
then, they have regularly reconfirmed its use 
by swifts, including in 2022.  Early in 2022, the 
federal government placed this chimney on a 
list of Canadian chimneys proposed for desig-
nation as critical habitat for the Chimney Swift.   
(photo by David Wake) 

This young swift was raised in a wildlife re-
hab facility specializing in the care of Chim-
ney Swifts.  Nature London’s monitoring 
program ensured there was a safe release 
location identified by the time it was ready to 
join a wild flock of swifts heading south for 
the winter. (photo by David Wake) 


